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No. 157. THURSDAY^ JANUARY 1, 1756* 



One can scarce pass an hoar in any companyi 
Vv'idiDUt hearing it frequently asserted, that the pre- 
seut generation of servants in this country are the 
proudest, and the laziest, the most proflijjjate, inso- 
lent, and extravagant set of mortals any where to be 
found on the face of the globe : to 'Which indisput- 
able truth I always readily give tny assent, with 
but one single exception, which is that of their 
masters and ladies. Now, though by this exception 
I have incurred the contemptuous smiles 6f many 
a wise face, and the indignant frowns of many a 
pretty one, yet 1 shall here venture tosheW,thatthe 
pride and laziness of our servants, from whence 
their profligacy, insolence, and extravagance must 
unavoidably proceed, are entirely owing, not only 
to our example, but to our cultivation, and are but 
the natural productions t>f the same imperfectiods 
in ourselves. 

In the first place then, pride has ptit it into our 
heads, that it is most honourable to be waited oti 
by gentlemen and ladies : and all, tvho are really 
such by birth or education> having also too mucU 
of the same pride, however necessitous, to submit 
to any servitude, however easy, we ate obliged to 
take the lowest of the people, and convert them by 
our own ingenuity into the genteel personages w<i 
think proper should attend us. Hence our ytty 
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footmen are adorned with gold and silver, with 
bags, toupees, and ruffles : the valet de chambre 
cannot be distinguished from his master, but by be- 
ing better drest ; and Joan, who used to be but as 
good as my lady in the dark, is now by no means her 
inferior in the day -light. In great families! have fre- 
Qpently entreated the maitre d'Jtotel to go before me, 
knd have pulled a chair for the butler, imagining 
them to be part, and not the least genteel part of 
the company. Their diversions too are no less po- 
lite than their appearance : in the country they are 
sportismen ; in town they frequent plays, operas, 
and taverns; and at home have their routes and their 
gaming-tables. 

But lest thus exaltinjg onr servants to an equality 
with ourselves should not sufficiently augment their 
pride, and destroy all ^bordination^ we take ano- 
ther method more effectually to complete the work, 
which is, debasing ourselves to their meanness by a 
ridiculous imitation of their dresses and occupa* 
tions. Hence were derived the flapped hat, and 
cropped hair, the green frock, the long staff, and 
buckskin breeches: hence, among the ladies, the 
round-eared cap, the stuff night-gown, white apron, 
and black leather shoe; and nence many persons of 
the highest rank daily employ themselves in riding 
inatches, driving coaches, or in running before them, 
in order to convince the ir domestics how greatly 
they are inferior to them in the execution of these 
honourable offices. Since then we make use of so 
much art to corrupt our servants, have we reason 
'to ' be angry with their concurrence ? Since we 
lake so much pains to inform them of their superi- 
jority, and our weakness, can we be surprized that 
they despise jis, or be displeased with their inso- 
ledce ana impertinence. 

As the pride of fteryants thns proceeds from ihe 
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pride, so does their laziness from the laziness of 
their masters: ^ind indeed, if their is any charac- 
teristic peculiar to the young people of fashion of 
the present age, it is their laziness, or au extreme 
unwillingness to attend to any thing that can give 
them the lea<%t trouble or disquietude ; without any 
degree of ^hich they would fain enjoy all the luxu- 
ries of life, in contradiction to the dispositions of 
providence and the nature of things. They would 
have great estates without any management, great 
expences without any accounts, and great families 
without any discipline or oeconomy : in short, they 
are fit only to be inhabitants of lAtbherland, where 
as the child's geography informs us, men lie upoa 
their backs with their mouths open, and it rains fat 
pigs ready roasted. From this principle, when tb^- 
pride they have infused into their servants has pror 
duced a proportionable degree of laziness, their owo 
laziness is too prevalent to suffer them to sti-uggle 
with that of their servants ; and they rather chuse 
that all business should be neglected, than to enr 
force the performance of it ; and to give up all ^u* 
thority, rather than take the pains to support it ; 
from whence it happens, that in great and noble fa- 
nulies, where the domestics are very numerous, 
they will not so much as wait upon themselves ; 
and was it not for the friendly assistance of 
char*women, porters, chairman, and shoe-blacks 
procured by a generous distribution of coals, can- 
dles, and provisions, the common oflBces of life 
could never be executed. In such it is often as 
difficult to procure cooveniencies, as in a desart 
island : and one frequently wants necessaries in the 
midst of profuseness and extravagance. In such 
families I have sometimes been shut up in a cold 
room, and interdicted from the use of fire and water 
/or half a day ; and though duvlng Tjrj \ca^m^\i^ 
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inent I have seen numberless servants continually 
passing by, the utmost I could procure of them \Tas^ 
that they woliUl send somebody to relieve my ne- 
cessities, which they never performed. In such I 
have seen, when a favourite dog has discharged a 
too plentiful dinner in the drawing-room, at the 
frequent ringing of the bell numerous attendants 
make their appearance, all entreated to depute some 
one to remove the nuisance with the utmost expe- 
dition, but no one has been found in such a house 
mean enough to undertake such an employment : 
>nd so it has lain smoaking under the noses of the 
illustrious company during the whole evening. 

I could produce innumerable instances, minute 
indeed and unobserved, but well worthy observa- 
tion, of the encroachments of our servants on our 
easiness and indolence, in the introduction of most 
of the fashions that have prevailed for several years 
past, in our equipages and domestic oeconomy ; all 
"^vhich are entirely calculated for their pleasure, 
4iase, or advantage, in direct contradiction to our 
own. To mention but a few : our coaches are made 
uneasy, but light, that they may whirl us along with 
the utmost rapidity, for their own amusement. 
Glasses before are laid aside> and we are immured 
in the dark, that the coachman may no longer be 
under our inspection, but be drunk or asleep with- 
out any observation. Family liveries are discarded, 
because badges of servility, which might give infor- 
mation to whom their wearers belonged, and to 
whom complaints might be addressed for their 
enormities. By their carelessness and idleness they 
have obliged us to hire all our horses, and so have 
frot rid of the labour of looking after them. By 
their impositions on the road they have forced us 
into post-chaises, by which means, they are at li- 
berty to travel by themselves as it bests suits theii* 
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own ease and convenience. By their impertinence^ 
which we have not patience to endure^ nor resolu* 
tion to iT'press^ they have reduced us to dumb- 
waiters, that is, to wait upon ourselves ; by which 
means they have shaken ofl* the trouble and con- 
descension of attending us. By their profusion and 
mismanagement in house-keeping, they have com- 
pelled us to allow them board-wages ; by which 
means they have obtained a constant excuse to 
loiter at public-houses^ and money in their pockety 
to squander there in gaming, drunkenness and ez-^ 
travagance. The last of these is an evil of so gigan- 
tic a size, so conducive to the universal corruption, 
of the lower part of this nation, and so entirely 
destructive of all family order, decency, and ueco^ 
nomy, that it well deserves the consideration of n 
legislature, who are not themselves under the in- 
fluence of their servants, and can pay them their 
wages without any inconvenience. 

From what has been said it plainly appears, that 
every man in this country is ill-served, in pr®por<* 
tion to the number and dignity of hisservants : the 
parson, or the tradesman, who keeps but two maids 
and a boy not exceeding twelve years old, is usually- 
very well waited on; the private gentleman infi- 
nitely worse ; but persons of great fortunes or qua^ 
lity, afraid of the idols of their own setting up, art 
neglected, abused, and impoverished by their de- 
pendents ; the king himself, as is due to his exalted 
Mation, is more imposed on, and worst attended 
^n any out of his suiy ects* 
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JJuRiNG the course of these my labours, (here U 
notliing that I have applied myself to with more 
diligence and attention or that I have hoped for 
"with greater pleasure and delight, than the refor- 
Ination of the fair sex. Their dressing, gaming, 
ftnd painting have been from trme to time the sub- 
jects of my animadversions. Happy indeed should 
I have been, if my success had borne any propor- 
tion to my i^eal; but as ray philosophy has taught 
ine to bear with patience those evils which I cannot 
redress, I am contented, under certain limitations, 
to wink at those enormities, which I wanted to have 
rerhoved. In regard to dress, 1 consent that the 
fashion shall continue as it now is; but I enter my 
protest against absolute nakednesj^; for while Lam 
conniving at low stays and short petticoats, I will 
permit no lady whatsoever (as a brother essayist 
very wittily has it) to make both enda meet, I cor>- 
sent also to the present fashion of curling the hair, 
fto that it may stand a month without combing ; 
though I must confess (and I believe most husbands 
and lovers are of my opinion) that I think a fort- 
night or three weeks might be a sufTicient time : 
but I bar any application to those foreign artists, 
who advertise in the public papers ihat they have 
the secret of making. up a lady's head for a conv- 
pleat quarter of a year. As to gaming, I permit it 
to go on as it does, provided that the ladies will con- 
tent themselves \a ith injuring their husbands in no 
ether respect than by ruining their fortunes. Paint- 
ing likewise I submit to; and indeed as cards and 
late hours have so totally destroyed the natural com« 
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flexion, it is not altogether unreasonable tfiatalittl6 
art shoukl be introduced to repair it. But to make 
this art as little hurtful as possible to the health* 
the breath, the teeth, and the (kin of those who 
practice it, I have consulted almost every authoi*, 
both ancient and modern, who has written on th^ 
subject. The most satisfactory of these is Jo. Paul 
l.omatius, a painter of Milan. His works>were 
translated by Richard Haydock, of New College, 
Oxford, in the year 1598. In the third book of 
which are the following observations, which the 
author calls a discourse qf the artificial beauty of tea- 
men. 

' Having treated of so many and divers thinges 
I could not but say something of such matters as 
women use ordinarily in beautifying and embellish- 
ing their faces ; a thing well worth the knowledge : 
insomuch as many women are so possessed with a 
desire of helping their complexions by some artifi* 
cial meanes, that they will by no meanes be dis- 
suaded from the same. 

' Now the things which they use are these, via# 
ointments of divers sorts, powders, fatts, waters, 
and the like : whereof Jo. Modonese, doctor of phy- 
sic, hath written at large, in his book intiUed the 
ornaments of women, wherein he teacheth the whole 
order of beautifying the face. 

' Now my intent in this treatise is only to disco-* 
ver the natures of certain things which are in daily 
use for this purpose; because it often falleth out>' 
that instead of beautifying, they do most vilely dis- 
figure themselves. The reason whereof is, because 
they are ignorant of the natures and qualities of the 
ingredients. Howbeit, partly by my directions, 
and partly by Modonese's book, I hope to couteot 
and satisfy them in all such sort, that they shall 
have just cause to thank us both; awd '\u\.\u^^^\s^\ 
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their sake.^ have I specially undertaken this paines, 
by teaching them to understand the natures of the 
minerals^ vegetables^ and animals which are most 
applied to this use. So that if any shall henceforth 
fall into the inconveniencie after specified, their 
own peril be it. And firsts concerning sublimate. 

* QTsvBLiMATE^ and the bad effects thereof. 

* Divers women use sublimate diversly prepared 
for increase of their beauty. Some bray it with 
^uickisilver in a marble mortar with a wooden 
pestle, and this they call argerUatem; others boyl 
It in water, and therewith wash their face ; some 
grind it with pomatum, and sundry other waies; 
but this is sure, that which way soever it be used, 
it is very offensive to man's flesh, and that not only 
to the face, but unto all the other parts of the body 
besides ; for proof whereof, sublimate is called dead 
fier, because of its malignant and biting nature: 
the composition whereof is of *a//tf, quicksilver, and 
vitriol, distilled together in aglassen vessell. 

' This the chii-urgions call a corrosive, because if 
it be put upon man's flesh, it burneth it in a short 
space, monifying the place, not without great pain 
to the patient. Wherefore such women as use it 
about their face, have always black teeth standing 
far out of their gums like a Spanish mule, an offen- 
sive breath, with a face half scorched, and an unr- 
clean complexion : all which proceed from the na- 
ture of sublimate : so that simple women, thinking 
to grow more beautiful, become disfigured, hnsten- 
iftg old age before the time, and giving occasion to 
their husbands to seek strangers instead of their 
Wives^ with divers other inconveniencit$. 



' Cy CERUSSE, and the effects thereof, 

' The cerusse, or white lead, which women us6 
to better their complexion, is made of lead and 
vinegar, which mixture is naturally a great drier; 
so that those women which use it about their faces, 
doe quickly become withered and grey-headed, be- 
cause this doth so mightily dry up the natural 
moysture of their flesh : and if any give not credit 
to my report, let them but observe such as have 
usecl it, and I doubt not but they will easyly be 
Satisfied. 

* Of PLUME ALUME. 

' This alume is a kind of stone, which seemeth 
as it were made of tow, and is of so hot and dry a 
nature, that if you make the wicke of a candle 
therewith, it is thought it will burn continually 
without going out ; a very strange matter, and ber 
vond credit. With this some use to rub the skin off 
their face, to make it seem red by reason of the in- 
flammation it procureth ; but question lesse it hath 
divers inconveniei^cies, and-therefore to be avoided* 

' Of the JUICE qf lemons. 

* Some use the juice of lemons about their face, 
hot knowing tie evil qualities thereof: for it is so 
forcible, that it dissolveth the hardest stones into 
water, and there is nothing which sooner dissolveth 
pearl than it. Now if it can dissolve stones in this 
manner, what think you will it do upon man's flesh? 
Wherefore I exhort all women to eschewe this and 
iiie like fretting and wearing mQdiciue^^ 
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* Of the OYL of TARTARIC. 

* There is no greater fretter and eater than tb 
oyl of tartarie, which in a very short time morti 
fieth a wound, as well as any other caustic or cot 
rosive ; and being so strong a fretter, it will tak 
any stain or spot out of linen or woollen cloth 
wherefore we may easily think, that if it be use 
about the face, it will work the like effects on tb 
^ame, by scorching and hardening it so, that i 
inany days it will not return to the former state. 

' Of the ROCKE ALU ME. 

* Bocke alume doth likewise hurt the face, ins< 
much as it is a very piercing and drying minera 
and is used in strong water for the dissolving < 
metals, which water is made only of rocke alum 
and sal nitrum distilled, and is found to be of th: 
strength, that one drop thereof being put on th 
3kin, burneth, shriveleth, and parching it, with d 
?ers other inconveniencies, as loosing the teeth, &< 

' Of CAMPHtRE. 

' Camphire is so hot .and drie, that coming an^ 
thing neere the fier, it suddenly taketh fier, an 
burneth most vehemently. This being applied i 
the fece, scald eth it exceedingly, causing a grei 
alteration^ by parching of the skinne, and procurin 
a flushing in the face : and in this^e women ai 
very much deceaved. 

* Of all such things as are enemies to the health, an 

hurtful to the complexion, 

' All those paintings and embellishings which ai 
paade with minerals and corrosives, are very dai 



gerous for being laid upon the fleshy especially 
upon the face of a woman, which is very tender and 
delicate by nature (besides the harm they doe to 
the natural beauty) doe much prejudice the health 
of the body : for it is very certain that all paintings 
and colourings made of minerals or half minerals^ 
as iron, brass^ lead» tinn, sublimate^ cerusse, cam- 
phire, juice of lemons, plume alume, salt peeter> 
vitriol, and all manner of saltes, and sortes of 
alumes (as hath bin declared) are very offensive to 
the complexion of th« face; wherefore if there be 
no remedy, but women will be meddling with thii 
arte of polishing, let them insteede of those'^mine* 
ral stufies^ use the remedies following: 

' Of suche helpes qf beauty as may sttfely be used wUhm 

out danger. 

* There is nothing in the world which doth more 
beauti6e and adorne a woman, than cheerefulnesd 
and contentment: for it is not the red and white 
which giveth the gratious perfection of beauty, but 
certain sparkling notes and touches of amiable 
cheerfulnesse accompanying the same ; the trueth 
whereof may appear in a discontented woman, 
otherwise exceeding {aire, who at that instant will 
seem yl favoured and unlovely : as contrariewise^ 
an bard-favoured and browne woman, being merry, 
pleasant, and jocund, will seem sufficient beau- 
tiful. 

* Secondly honesty : because though a woman be 
fair and merry, and yet be dishonest, she must 
needs seem most ougly to an ingenuous and honest 
Inind. 

' Thirdly wisdome : for a foolish, tain, gigglinfi^' 
'dame cannot be reputed fair, insomuch as she hatn 
an impufe and polluted mincU 
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' But hereof sufficient, tiH a further opportunitie 
be ministered. Mean while, if any be desirous to 
be more satisfied in this point> I referre them to an 
oration or treatise of ^azianzen's concerning this 
matter/ 

« 

Thus far Lomatius ; and as I have not been able 
to procure the treatise he refers to, I could wish 
with all my heart that the ladies would lay aside 
their paint for a few weeks, and make trial of bis 
receipt. It will indeed cost them some trouble^ 
and may possibly require a little alteration in their 
manner of living^* but I will venture to assert, that 
the united toilettes of a hundred women of fashion 
cannot furnish a composition that will be half so 
efficacious* 
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Old as 1 am> my curiosity carried me the other 
night to see the new dramatic satire, called The 
Apprentice, which, considering the present epider 
mic madness for theatrical employments raging 
through the lower ranks of people, will I hope be.a<^ 
serviceable to cure the English mob of that idle dis* 
order, as the immortal work of Cervantes was to 
exorcise from the breasts of the Spanish fiobilitythe 
demon of knight errantry. The piece is new ^n4 
f'ntertaining, and has received no inconsiderable 
advantages frpm the masterly performance of ^, 
principal comedian, who, with a true genius tor th« 
«tage, has very naturally represented the contempr 
tible insufficiency of a pert pretension tp it* A^, i^j- 
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retarn to my lodgings I found the following letter 
Ml my table ; 

To Mr. FitztAdam* 

Among the many benevolent designs which havtf 

adorned the present well-disposed age, I remember 

to have read one a few years ago, in a periodical 

pamphlet, intitled, ' A proposal for building an 

hospital for decayed authors,' which gave roe^ and 

many other charitable people, much satisfaction. If 

the ag€^, the lame, and the blind are proper objects 

of compassion, how much more so are those, who 

(if I may use the expression) have mutilated their 

understandings by an application to an art which 

incapacitates its professors for all other pursuits ! 

How many sublime geniuses have we daily seen, who 

scorningthe mechanic drudgeries to which they have 

been destined by their muck-worm parents, have so 

feasted their minds, with Pierian delicacies as to 

leave their bodies to perish through nakedness and 

hunger ! 

' Having heard that the author of that essay made 
an impression not only upon those who shed often 
the tears of pity> but even upon usurei's, attorn ies, 
and sober tradesmen, I have ventured, by the con* 
veyance of your paper, to lay my thoughts before 
^e public, in compassion to the distresses of an- 
other order of men> who, in a subordinate degree^ 
are connected with the sublime race of authors, and, 
as retainers to the muses, claim mine and vour as- 
sistance. The persons I mean are such as, either 
from the want of ambition or capacity i are prevent-* 
cd from Hoaring high enough to oblige mankind- 
with tlveir own conceptions, and yet having a taste 
or inclination above handling a yard, or on groaning 
pairchment^ entertain and instruct the t^x ol >^^vt 
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ipecies by retailing the thoughts of others, and ani* 
mating their own carcases with ihe everliving sen- 
timents of heroes, heroines, wits, and legislators. 
These 6:entlenien and ladies, whilst they are resi- 
dent in London, are called in plain English,. a ctobs ; 
but when they condescend to exhibit their illustrious 
personages in the country, the common people dis- 
tinguish them by the name of stage-flayers* 
the rural gentry by the uncivil appellation of 9TRDL- 
tERs, and a more unmannerly act of parliament by 
the names of vagrants and vagabonds. .Sucb> 
^\r, is the present ill-bred dialect of gur commoa 
statute law. 

I must confess it has grieved me not a little, when 
I have beheld a theatrical veteran, who has served all 
the campaigns ofAlexander, J uliusCnesar, and Henry 
the fifth, cast off by cruel fate, or the caprice of a 
tnanager, and condemned (in the tragic words of a 
^kbrated poet) 



!■ ■! to heg hii bitter bread 
Through realma his valour sav*d: 

but judge, Mr. Fitz-Adam, what must have been my 
anxietVi when I have heard that a truly christian 
actor (which is no small miracle in our days) who 
has inoffensively trod the stage many years without 
ever molesting our passions, or breaking the com- 
mandment by representing the likeness of any thing 
upon the earth, should be discarded merely upon 
the account of this his quiet deportment, and sent 
to eat the un muse-like bread of industry, behind 
the entrenchment of a counter ! Shall a man, bcrn 
with a soul aspiring to imitate the rapine of a Eaja- 
jset, or a woman with a heart burning to emulate the 
Ivhoredoms of a Cleopatra, be sent, the one to weigh 
out %ugar and spices to dirty mechanics, and the 
other to be cruelly fettered in the bonc(s of matrix 
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mony, among a phlegmatic race of creatures, where 
chastity is reckoned a virtue ? Indeed, sir, when 
yoa come seriously to think of these things, I dare 
say you will lament with me, that in all this hos* 
pital-erecting town there is no charitable asylum 
yet founded for these unfortunate representatives 
of the greatest personages that ever trod the stage 
of earth. 

We are told by Hamlet, that it is not impossible 
to trace Alexander's carcase, after his world-con- 
querine spirit had left it, to the stopping of a bung- 
bole : but methinks it would not be decent for so 
civilized a nation as our own, to sufier any Hvii^ 
hero to be so reduced by fortune, as to stop that 
place which the dead Macedonian mbnarcn was 
supposed to perform the office of clay to. In plain 
English, would it not be shocking to see a fine per- 
riwig-pated emperor, whom we have beheld ascend 
the capitol as Julius CsBsar, degraded to fill smalW 
beer barrels at Hockley-in-the Hole } 

To what bate uses may we turn f- 

But that such heart-breaking anticipations may not 
weigh upon the spirits of these theatrical geniuses,, 
while* they are bringing. the stately personages of 
antiquity before our eyes; and that our Pyrrhuses^ 
TameVlanes, and Marc Antonies, even though itine- 
rantj, may not sneak into the sheepish look of tay« 
lors, by ibreboding that the cruel lot of fate may 
ere long destine those legs, which are now adorned 
with the regal buskin, to cross one another again 
upon an obscure shop-board in a garret ; I say, that 
we may drive misery from the minds of these wor- 
thies, when she puts on such horrid shapes, I would 
propose to the nobility and gentry of this metropo^ 
lis a subscription for raising an hospital for decayed 
actoKft and actreaseaE, that our perfonattft taa:^ c^\si-^ 
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itantly be cherished with the assurance that meagre 
vant shall never grin at their royal heels, and that 
whenever age, accident, or the caprice of the town 
deprives those of their heroic callings, who fortn- 
tiately have escaped violent deaths (for these re- 
presentatives of heroes are sometimes known to 
imitate their originals, and as the poet sings. 



ere nnture hldt thim die$ 



Fate takes them early to the pityitig tky) 

they will be supported whilst alive ; and, Vfhen the 
'listers three shall slit the fatal thread, they may be 
^enabled to make an exit as they have lived, in 
mimetic grandeur, and have the insignia of their 
honours carried before them to the grave's lighjtlesi 
ffinrfsion^ 

If I find the generality of your readers are in- 
<*]ined to encourage this useful charity, I will take 
the liberty to offer to them a plan for the building 
such an hospital, a scheme for the raising a fund for 
its support, to point out what qualifications are ne- 
cessary to entitle a candidate to a place in it^ and, 
last of all, to recapitulate the many advantages that 
anust necessarily be derived to society from so laud- 
able an undertaking. 

But that no well-disposed persons .may be in- 
fluenced by the uncharitable insinuation that I 
ftave some selfish views in the erecting this hospital, 
1 think it absolutely necessary to declare, that i am 
neither an unemployed physician, an unpractised 
«urgeon, nor a drugless apothecary ; nor do I any 
other way expect either emolument or pleasure from 
the institution, than in that sweetest of 8ens0tions 
•which the heart feels in having contributed to the 
.relief of others, which always rises in proportion 
to the object. What then, and bow great must be 
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inine^ to have contributed to the comfoit of so iU 
lustrious a race of worthies ! 

laoUx with yery sincere esteem. 
Sir, 
Your most humble faitl^ful servant, 

A. Z. 
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To Mr. Fitz-Adaj^. 

I THINK, sir, more than three years are past, since 
yon beg^n to bestow your labours on the reformat 
tioQ of the follies of the age. You have more, than 
once iiinted at the great success that has attended 
your endeaTours ; but surely, Mr. Fitz-Adam, yon 
deceive yourself. Which of your papers have ef- 
fectuatedf any real amendment ? Have fewer fools 
gone to, or returned from France, since you com- 
menced author ? or have fewer French follies been 
purchased or propagated, by those who never were 
in France } Do not women, dressed French, still 
issue from houses dressed Chinese, to theatres 
dressed Italian, in spite of your grave admonitions ? 
Do the young men wear leas claret, or the beauties 
less TQuge, in obedience to your lectures ? Do men 
of fashion, who used to fling for a thousand pounds 
a throw, now cast only for five hundred ? or if they 
should, do you impute it to Your credit with Them» 
or to Their want of credit ? I do not mean, sir, to 
depreciate the me^^it of your JIucubrations : in point 
of effect, I believe they have operated as great re- 
formation as the discoui;|^s of tne divine Socrates, 
or tk^ sermons of the affecting Tillotson. I really 
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believe you would have corrected that young Atbe» 
tilan marquis^ Alcibiades, as soon as his philosopbic 
preceptor. What I would urge is, that, all the 
preachers in the world, whether jocose, satyric, se- 
vere, or damnatory, will never be able to bring 
.jibout a reformation of manners, by the mere charms 
of their eloquence or exhortation. You cannot 
imagine, Mr. Fitz-Adam, how much edge it would 
give to your wit to be backed by a little tfmporal 
authority . We may in vain regret the simplicity of 
manners of our ancestors, while there are no sump- 
tuary laws to restrain luxury, no ecclesiastical cen- 
sures to castigate vice. I shall offer to your readers 
an instance or two, to elucidate the monstrous dis- 
proportion between our riches and extravagance, 
and the frugality of former times ; and then pro- 
duce some of the wholesome censures and penal- 
ties, which the elders of the church were em- 
powered to impose on persons of the first rank, 
who contravened the established rules of sobriety 
and decorum. 

How would our progenitors have been astonished 
at reading the very first article in the late will of a 
grocer ! Imprimis, I give to my dear wife one hun^ 
dred thousand pounds, A sum exceeding a benevo- 
lence, or two subsidies, some ages ago. Nor was 
this enormous legacy half the personal estate of the 
above-mentioned tradesman, on whom I am far 
from desifi^ning 16 reflect: he raised his fortune ho^ 
nestly and industriously : but I hope some future 
antiquarian, struck with the prodigality of the times, 
will compute how much sugar and plumbs havtj 
been wasted weekly in one inconsideralble parish in 
London, or even in one or two streets in that pa- 
rish, before a single shop-keeper could have raised 
four hundred thousand pounds by retailing those 
and jiach-iike commoditiei. Now let u» turn our 
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eyes back to the year 1385, and we ihall find no 
less a person than the incomparable and virtuous 
lady Joan, princess dowager of Wales, by her last 
"wiil and testament, bequeathing the following sim- 
ple moveables; and we may well believe they werfi 
the most valuable of her possessions^ as she clivided 
them between her son the king, and her other chil«> 
dren. To her son king Richard, she gave her new 
bed of red velvet, embroidered with ostrich feathers 
of silver, and heads of leopards of gold, with bougha 
and leaves proceeding from their n>ouths. Also to 
her son Thomas, earl of Kent', her bed of red camak. 
paled with red, and rays of gold ; and to John HoU 
land, her other son, one bed of red camak. These 
particulars are faithfully copied from Dugdale, voL 
S. p. 94, an instance of simplicity and moderation 
in so ffreat and illustrious a princess, which I fear I 
shoula in vain reconunend to my contemporaries,, 
and which is only likely to be imitated, as all her 
other virtues are, by the true representative of her 
ibrtune and excellence. 

I come now, sir, to those proper checks upon li- 
centiousness, which, though calculated to serve the 
Tiews of a pop ish.clergyy were undoubtedly great 
restraints upon immorality and indecency, and we 
may lament that such sober institutions were abo- 
lished, with the real abuses of popery. Our eccle- 
siastic superi(Nrs had power to lay such fines and 
mulcts upon wantonness, as might raise a revenue 
to the church and poor, and at the same time leav« 
the lordly transgressors at liberty to enjoy their 
darling A>ibles, if they would but pay for them. 
Adulter}*, fornication, drunkenness, and the other 
imusements of people of fiEushion, it wosld havo 
been in vain: to subject to corporeal punishments. 
To ridicule those vices, and laugh them out of dat« 
by Tatiera, Sp^ctatprs^ and Worlds, wa& uiot. tha 
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lalent'of monks and confessors^ who at best only knew 
how to wrap up very coarse terras in very bara Latin 
and jingling verses. The clergy «teered a third 
course, and assumed a proVince> which I cod Id 
wish, Mr. Fite-Adam, was a little connected with 
your* censorial authority. If you had powtf to 
oblige your fair readers and offenders to do penance 
in clean linen, for almost wearing no linen at a11> I 
believe it would be an eitcellent supplement to yoiur 
ipaper of May the 24th, 1753. The wisest exercise 
that I meet recorded of this power of inflicting pe» 
nance, is mentioned by the same grave atithor> from 
whom I copied the will above-mentioned : it hap^ 
pened in the year 1 360> in the case of a very exahed 
personage, and ^ews how little the highest birth 
could exempt - from the severe iiispectioti of those 
judges of manners. The lady Elizabeth, daughter 
of the marquis of Juliers, and widow of John Flai»> 
tagenet earl of Kent, uncle of the princess Joan 
mbove^^mentioned, having on the death of the earl 
her husband retired to the monastery of Waverlcy, 
did (I suppose immediately) make a vow of chastity, 
and was solemnly veiled a nun there by William tie 
Edendon , bishop of Winchester. Somehow or other 
it happened, that about eight years afterwards, sister 
Elizabeth of Waverley became enamoured of a good** 
ly knight, caUed sir Eustace Dawbridgcourt, smitf 
ten (as tradition says she affirmed) by his extreme 
resemblance to her late lord ; though, as other cre- 
dible writers affirm, he was considerably jrounger: 
and notwithstanding her vows of continence, which 
could not bind her conscience, and, in spite of her 
confinement, which was not strong enough to detain 
a lady of her great quality> she was clandestinely 
married to her paramour in a certain chape) of tht 
tnansion'-faouse of Robert de Brome, a canon of the 
collegiate church of Wyngham, without any licence 
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from the archbishop of Canterbury^ by one Sir 
John Ireland, a priest, before the sun-rising, upon 
Michaelmas day, in the 34th of Edward the third. 

Kotwithstanding the great scandal such an inde- 
corum must have given, it is evident from the sub- 
servience of two priests to her desires, that her 
rank of princefis or the blood set her above all ap- 
prehension of punishment for the breach of her mt>- 
nastic vows ; yet it is evident from the sequel of the 
story, that her dignity could not exempt her from 
SQcb proper censures and penalties, as might deter 
others from commission of the like offences; as 
might daily and frequently expose the lady herself 
to blushes for her miscarriage ; and as might draw 
comfort to the poor, from taxing the inordinate 
gratification of the appetites of their superiors : ^ 
sort of comfort, which, to do them justice, the poor 
are apt to take as kindly, as the relief of their own 
wantsu 

My author says, vol. 2, page 95, that the lady dow- 
ager and her young husband being personally con-* 
vened before the Archbishop of Canterbury fur the 
said transgression, at his manor-house of Haghfeld» 
upon the seventh ides of April, the Archbishop for 
their penance enjoined them to find a priest to ce* 
lebrate divine service daily for Them, the said sir 
Eustace and Elizabeth, and for Him, the archbishop; 
besides a large quantity of penitential psalms, pa- 
ter-nosters, and aves, which were to be daily re- 
peated by the priests and the transgressors. His 
srace moreover ordered the lady Elizabeth (whom 
tor some reasons, best known to himself, I suppos4» 
he regarded as the seducer) to go once a year oa 
foot in pilgrimage to the tomb of that glorious 
martyr, St. Thomas of Canterbury ; and once every 
week during her life to fast on bread and drink, and 
» fwm of ppttaget wearing no suiock,^ ^sij^<;\3ii!ci \% 
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the absence of her husband >, a peimnce that imut 
appear whimsical to us> and not a little partial to 
s'fr Eustace^ whom the archbishop seems in morb 
respects than one to have considered rather as dis- 
obedient to the canons^ than guilty of much volup* 
tnousness by his wedlock. But the most remark^^ 
able articles of the penance were the two following* 
TTbe archbishop appointed the said sir Eustace and 
the lady Elizabeth, that the next day afW any re* 
petiifon of their transgression had passed between 
then), they should conipetently relieve six pool 
people, and both of them that day to abstain from 
some dish of fiesh or fish, wkereof they did most 
"desire to eat. 

Such was the simplicity of our anceafltorw 
4Such were the wholesome severities to \vhich the 
greatest <iames and most licentious yonng lords 
w«re subject in those wxll-meaning timres. But 
though I approve the morality of such correction^, 
and perhaps think that a degree of such power 
might be safely lodged in the hands of our great 
and good prelates ; yet I am not so bigotted to an'- 
tiqnity as to approve either the articles of the pe- 
nance, or to thiiik thdt they could be reconciled te 
the difference of modern tinres and cnistoms. Pa- 
ternrfOsters and aves might be supplied by prayers 
and litanies of a more protestant complexion. In- 
stead of a pilgrimage on foot to Canterbury, if an 
inordinate matron were compelled to walk to Kane^ 
iagh, I believe the penance might be severe enough 
for the delicacy of modern constitutions. For the 
article of leaving off a shift, considering that the 
upper hM is already laid aside, perhaps to oblige 
a lady-offender to wear a whole shift, might be 
thonght a sufficient punishment; for wise legislators 
ivill allow a latitude of interpretation to their lawjf, 
to be varied according to the fluctuating condition 
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of times and seasons. What most offends me^ and 
which is by no oaeaas proper for modern imitation^ 
is the article that prescribes charity to the poor» 
and restriction from eating of a favourite disb^ af« 
ter the performance of certain mysteries. If the 
right rev erend father was determined to make tb^ 
lady Elisabeth ashamed of her incontinence, in 
truth he lighted upon a very ade4]iuate expedient^ 
thouffh .not a very wise one ; for as devotion and 
chanty are observed to increase with iiKvease of 
years, the hishop's injunction tended to nothing but 
to lessen the benefactions of the offenders as they 
grew older, by the conditioxis to which he limited 
their largess. 

Ooe can scarce reflect without a smife on the 
troops of beggars waiting every morning at sir £u« 
stace*)} gate, tiM he and his lady arose, to know 
whether their wants were to be relieved. One must 
not word^ but one cannot help imagining the stile 
of a Biodern footnaan, when ordered at breakfast by 
his master and lady to go and send away the beg-^ 
garSji for they were to have nothing that morning. 
One m»ght even suppose the good lady pouting a 
little,, a& she gave him the message. But were such 
a peuance really enjoined now, what a fund of ho* 
mour and ^it would it open to people of fashion^ 
invited to dine with two illustrious penitents under 
this circumstance \ As thir wit is never indeli-^ 
cate ; as the subject is inexhaustible ; and as the 
ideas on such an occasion must be a little corporeal^ 
what ban mots^ wrapped up indeed, but still inteU 
ligible enough* would attend the arrival of every 
new French dish, which sir Eustace or my lady 
would be concluded to like, and would decline ta 
taste !-— But I fear I have transgressed the bounds 
of a letter. You, Mr. Fitz-Adam, who sway the 
censorial rod with the greatest lenity^ and wha 
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^'ould blush to put your fair penitents to the blush, 
Blight be safely tru^ed with the powers I recom- 
meud. Human weaknesses, and human folltes, are 
very diflefent : continue to attack the latter ; cob« 
Cinue to pity the former. An ancient lady might 
resist wearing pink ; a matron who cannot resist the 
powers of sir Eustace Dawbridgcourt, is not a to* 
pic for satire but compassion ; as you, who are the 
best-natured writer of the age, will I am suwe agree 
to think, with, sir. 

Your comtaru reader and humble seroara^ 

Thomas Hearne, jtra. 
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To Mr. F1TZ-ADAM4 
Sir, 

Bt a very tender letter, in one of your papers, 
from an ofiicer's wife, we have seen the distrensesof 
a father and mother, and the misconduct of a 
daughter, whose meekness and gentleness oF temper 
have drawn upon herself and family the utmost mi- 
aery and distress. Give me leave to lay before yoa 
a character of another kind, the too great gentleness 
and weakness of a son. 

In the forty-second year of my age, I was left a 
widower, with an only son of seven years old, who 
was so exact a likeness of his mother, both in 
person and disposition, that from that circumstance 
alone I could never prtrvail upon myself to marry 
again. The image of the excellent women I hai 
Ji^t was perpetually before my cycff, iind recalled 
to my memory the many endearing scenes of love 
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affection th^t had past between Us. t heal-cJ 
voice>I saw her mien, and I beheld hdf smiles 
tiy •s6Tfi. I resolved therefore to cultivate this 
ier f^hnt With more than rommbn care } ahd I 
eavourcd to take such proper advantages of his 
rrile age and hopeful temper, as might engage 
1 to me, nt)t more from moral duty, than from 
1 iDclination and attachment. My point was to 
ke him my frfend : and I so far succeeded in 
;t point, that till he was seventeen years old, ho 
istantly chose my company preferable to any 
ler. 

1 should have told yoU that I placed him eat*ly 
a great school : and to avoid the mischiefs that 
n^iriies arise from boarding at a distance from 
rents, I took a house near the school, and kept 
m under my own eye, inviting constantly such of 
s school 'fellows to amuse him, as were pointed 
it to me by tht? master, oV were chosen by my own 
scerntnent, in consequence of my son's recom* 
6ndatiOn. All things went on in the most pro* 
ising train; but still I saw in him a ceHain easi- 
iss oi temper, and an excess of what is falsely 
Ikd goad'^aiure, but is real weakness, which I 
ared riicrst prove of dreadful consequence to him> 
henever he should tread the stage of the great 
orld. However,' it now greW time to advance 
m to the university: and he went thither, I can 
ith truth say it, as free from vice, and as full of 
rtue, as the fondest parent could desire. What 
Ided farther to my hopes was his strength of body* 
id the natural abhorrence which he had to win'e^ 
ren almost to a degree of loathing. 
When he Was settled at college, I insisted upon 
is writing to me Once a \veek ; and I constantly 
iswered his letters in the style and manner wbicn 
thought CDOBt conducible to the improvement of 

VOL. XKlit. II 
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his knowledge, and the exteosion and freediMn of 
his thoughts. During some time our mutual cor* 
respondence was kept up with great punctuality 
and chearfulness; but. in less than two months it 
drooped and grew lanffuid on his side ; and the let- 
ters I received from nim contained seldom, more 
than three lines, telling me, ' that he was much en- 
gaged in his studies, and that the departing post- 
boy hindered him from adding more than that he 
was my dutiful son/ 

Not to trouble you with too many particulars, iu 
six months after he had been at the university I 
made him a visit; but I cannot find words to ex- 
press the astonishment I felt, in discovering my 
gentle, easy, sweet-natured son, i^ot only turnea 
into a Buck, but a Politician. Never wsu any 
young man le.ss fitted for either of those characters; 
never any young man entered deeper into both. 
He was a Buck without spirit or ill-nature, and a 
Politician without the least knowledge of our 
laws, history, or constitution. His only pretence 
to ByCKisM was his affected love of wine; his only 
skill in Politics was the art of jumbling a parcel 
of words together, and applying them, as h^ ima- 

fined, very properly to the times. By this means 
e became distmguished among his associates as 
the jolliest, honestest toast-masler in the university, 
3ut, alas ! this was a part assumed by mv son« from 
a desire of pleasing, mixed with a dreaJ of oifend* 
ing the persons into whose clubs and bumper-cere- 
monies lie had unhappily enlisted himself. Poor 
miserable youth ! he was acting in opposition to 
his own nature, of which had he followed the dic- 
tates he would neither have meddled with party^ 
f>olitics, nor wine ; but would have fulfilled, or at 
ea^it have aimed at, that beautifiil cbs^ractev of 
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Pamphtlas in Terence^ so well delineated in the 
Bevil of sir Richard Steele's Conscious Lovers. 

To preserve his health, I withdrew him from the 
university as expeditiously and with as little noise 
as I could, and broaght him home, perfectly re- 
stored, as i vainly imagiued> to himseli. But I was 
mistaken* The last person who was with him, al- 
ways commanded him. The companions of his 
midnight hours obliterated his duty to his father^ 
and, notwithstanding his good sense, made him, 
like the beast in the fable, tancy himself a lion, be- 
cause he had put on the lion's skin. With the same 
disposition, had he been a woman, he must have 
been a prostitute ; not so much from evil desires, 
as from the impossibility of denying a request. He 
worshipped vice, as the Indians do the devils not 
from inclination, but timidity. He bought intern* 
perance at the price of his lite ; his health paid the 
interest-money during many months of a miserable 
decay; at length his death, little more than two 
years ago, discharged the debt entirely, and Wii me 
with the sad consolation of having performed my 
duty to him, from the time I lost his mother till the 
time he expired in my arms. 

I hare borne my loss like a man ; but I have of- 
ten lamented the untoward ness of my fate, which 
snatched from me an only child, whose disposition 
was most amiable, but whose virtues had not suf- 
ficient strength to support themselves. He was too 
modest to be resolute ; too sincere to be i^'ary ; too 
eentle to oppose; too humble to keep up his dignity. 
This perhaps was the singular part of his character; 
but he liad other faults in common with his contem- 
poraries; he mistook prejudices for principles; he 
thought the retraction of an error a deviation from 
honour ; his aversions arose rather from names 
than persons ; he called obstinacy steadiness ; avL4 

d2 
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lie imagined that no friendship ought ever to be 
broken^ which had been begun, like the orgies of 
Bacchus, amidst the frantic revels of wine. 

Thus, sir, I have set before you, I hope without 
any acrimony, the source and progress of my irre- 
parable misfortune. It will be your part to warn 
the rising generation, in what manner to avoid the 
terrible rocks of mistaken honour, and too pliant 
good-nature. 

In the last century, the false notions of honour 
destroyed our youth by fashionable duels; and they 
were induced to murder each other by visionary 
crowns of applause. The false notions of honour 
in the present age, destroy our youth by the force 
of bumpers, and the mad consequences arising from 
every kind of liquor that can intoxicate and over- 
turn sense, reason, and reflection. Why are not 
healths to be eaten as well as drank ? Why may 
not the spells and magic arising from moutbfulsof 
beef and mutton, be as efficacious towards the ac» 
complishment of our wishes, as gallons of port, or 
oveHlowing bowls of punch? Certainly they might 
I hope therefore that by your public admonition, 
the young men of our days, who eat much less thau 
they drink, may drink much less than they eat: 
and I must farther add, that as it may be dangerous 
to abolish customs so long established, I humbly 
advise that you permit them to eat as many health 
a« they please. 

I am. Sir, 

Your constant reader 

and fnoHt humble servant. 
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It has been my weekly endeaTottr, for some years^ 
to entertain an<i instruct the public to the best of 
my abilities. Thfit I am thought entertaining is 
beyond dispute ; for as no one peruses a periodical 
paper for conscience sake> or by way of penance^ it 
is evident^ that^ since I am read> I please. 

How &r I Alay have attained the other purpose of 
my papers, that of instructing^ is another question, 
ftnd which cannot easily be resohed. The pen of a 
writer» like the hand of time, works imperceptibly i 
«nd perhaps the reformation, which may be occa* 
moned by these my labours, will not be completed 
in less than a century. Thus much however I 
May Tonture to affirmj that I have done no harnu 
All my contemporaries may not> perhaps, be able to 
say as much for their writings. People of fashion 
have not more abounded in thoughtlessness and 
prodigality since the publication of the WoIild. 
Legal debts are no worse paid than they were for- 
merly ; nor have the Weekly bills of adultery con« 
ftiderably increased. Though I may not have been 
able to hew off the nuOrUe, and bring out the man, 
I have spoilt the block; and some happier artist 
may yet exercise his chizel upon it. 

It has always been my particulsir endeavour to 
avoid blame; for to please every body is a vain 
attempt i and yet to meet with ceusure where ap- 
plause was due, is affecting to a generous spirit: such 
has been my lot. Many of my readers will hardly 
believe me when I tell them, that I have been ceii« 
sored for not writing in ai serious manner. The ac- 
cusation is indeed severe ; for it implies that I have 
AiiMakea the genius of the people^ SaKvsussu^aa vi 
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not, I think, the present disposition of BritooSjt 
however they may have been celebrated for that 
quality in former times. Why then should I be se- 
rious, who write for the youthful, the well dressed, 
and for every body one knows f The very word serl» 
ousness is expelled from polite life ; it is never men- 
tioned at all, but in sotue account qf the author, or 
In funeral panegyrics; and even then it is only 
applied to writers of good books, or to ancient 
maiden gentlewomen. What then has poor .AdaiQ 
Fitz-Adam done, that he should be obliged to turn 
parson, and write seriously F 

But there are certain seasons and occasions, that 
call upon me for real seriousness ; occasions where 
humour and ridicule would be ill-applied, and just* 
ly censurable. Such is the present ; when on the 
morrow of this day a general humiliation is appoint* 
ed, to deprecate the Divine displeasure, and to im- 
plore deliverance from those dreadful devastation^ 
which have so lately alarmed or destroyed a neigh- 
bouring people, and laid their metropolis in ruins. 
For an occasion so solemn, I have reserved a letter 
which I received some time since from a very valu- 
able correspondent, and which I shall here ^y be-* 
fore my readers, as the properest preparation thai 
I am able to present them with. 



To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir, 

I shall make no apology for addressing the pnb^ 
lie, by the channel of your paper, on an occurrence 
that has so lately and justly alarmed us; I mean the 
desolation of Lisbon and the adjacent country. The 
terror we express, on the bare hearing of tliat dis-« 
tftQt calamity! 6tnm|[ly implies the relation we beai^ 
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18 men to the unhappy sufferers ; and the pity and 
rapport we give them, shew how readily we sup-i 
[>ose the case might have been our own. Nor are 
Ke indeed wholly exempted from a share in the 
sveut : we are not destroyed, but we are admonish- 
id. In this sense the shock was general ; and though 
the blow was partial, the warning is universal. 

Among the many hints of improvements suggest* 
sd by so awful a devastation, the necessity of a 
^neral reformation seems a very obvious one. A 
small acquaintance with mankind will shew us how 
nee and immorality prevail, under the specious 
names of custom and politeness ; while vii*tue, if not 
ridiculed, is too of^en and generally neglected. Ir- 
religion and proianeness furnish constant matter of 
reproof for the pulpit : and the enormities that at- 
tend them, employment for the hand of justice. If 
then the Divine displeasure is to be dreaded for thci 
impieties of a nation, how small is our security 1 

We join in our concern for a people or crty^ 
ruined by so fatal and sudden a stroke as an eartb-< 
quake, and image to ourselves the horrors of the 
scene ; but how faintly ! for who can fully describe 
a distress which guilt can only aggravate, and the 
testimony of a good conscience only alleviate ? 

The instability of all earthly good, is a truth SQ 
well known both from precept and experience, that 
it may be thought unnecessary to consider it here^ 
as another lesson contained in so melancholy a pro- 
vidence: but to me there appears, something more 
striking in the ruins of an earthqjuake, than the usual 
vicissitudes of life subject us to.. In the ordinary 
changes of life, the loss of wealth, honour, and friends 
is often gradual and expected ; aj)d our resignation^ 
in proportion less painful : we are (if I may be aN 
lowed the expression) weaned from enjoyments we 
kaow are so precarious; but to be robbed ^otkS.^ 
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of all we have, anc) all we love, and pierhaps survive 
the sad spectators of our own ruin, is to be attacked 
when we are at least on ouf guard, and to feel the 
evils of a whole life in a moment. If we look round 
us, we shall see what unwearied application and 
prudent circumspection are necessary to obviate 
the misfortunes we daily encounter ; but what ap* 
{>lication can befriend, what circumspection warn) 
when rocks fail uj, and seas overwhelm us ? 

Another lesson we may learn from this calamity, 
is humility. What weak pretensicms to pre-emi- 
nence are riches, honour and applause, when a mo* 
inent can efface them i Death, in his usual progressi 
l»hews us their insufficiency ; but by slower ap* 
proaches. The trophy out-lives the hero, and the 
monument the patriot; wealth and titles descend 
lo future generations ; and though the prince awl 
the peasant meet the same fate, the eulogy of the 
one survives, and distinguishes him from the otber< 
but*here all characters are blended, distinctions lost, 
tiie rick levelled, and the ambitious humbled. Such 
a general confusion may well alarm us, and make 
tis look with indifference on the objects of oar pre* 
sent envy: for what is treasure but a security 
against want ! and what is important, that is not 
permanent? 

But not to dwell any longer on particulars, which 
every one*8 reflections will naturally enlarge on, we 
liave here a faint picture of that awful day, ^ when 
the elements shall melt with fervent heat, and the 
heavens shall pass away with a great noise.' The 
reader will, I doubt not, be pleased witn a descrip- 
tion of this scene, as given us by a celebrated genius 
of the present age : 



At the destin*d houvt 



Bji the hfud trumpet wmmoiCi to tht charge^ 



^\6%. WORLD. 5S 

Ste all thefirmiiable iont of fire. 

Eruptions, earthqualxs, cofottt, iightnings, play 

Their variout engines ; all at once Hi^orge 

Thtir blazing magazinti ; and take by storm 

Thii poor terratrial citadel of man, 

Amazing Pebiod ! when each mountain height 

Out'4}um» VESUVIUS ! roc1» eternal pour 

Their melted mau, as rivers once they pour*d y 

Stars rush, and fined RVivJierceiy drives 

Htr plough'Share o*er creation /— — 

The recital of such sudden and universa] desolor 
ion 61Is us with terror, and we shudder at the pror 
pect of a catastrophe, in which each of us shall be 
o immediately concerned. But our interest in it 
^ill appear in a stronger light, ifwe consider this 
:hangeofthings as the prelude of an unchangeable 
ind eternal state of happiness or misery. Our best 
efibrts here are mixed with many imperfections, 
&nd our best enjoyments liable to frequent disapr 
pointments ; but when life's drama is completed,tne 
applause or censure of an uqerring Judge shall der 
termine how far we have acted the different cha- 
racters allotted us with propriety : the dissolutioa 
of earthly iblicity shall be succeeded by the mor^ 
substantial joys of heaven ; and evea those joyashaU 
be heightened by their duration, 

C*B« 
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Thki^is was an ancient sect of philosophers, the 
.disciples of Pythagoras, who held, that tne souls of 
men and all other animals existed in a state of per* 
petual tranjonigratipn, and that wheu \rj doidXYsk^Xv^^. 
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were dislodged from one corporeal habitatioD> thei 
were immediately reinstated in another^ happier oi 
more miserable^ according to their behaviour fn th( 
former : so that when any person made his exr 
from the stage of this worlds he was supposed onl^ 
to retire behind the scenes to be new aressed^ anc 
to have a new part assigned him^ more or less agree- 
able, in proportion to the merit of his performance 
in the last. 

This doctrine of transmigration > I must own, was 
always a very favourite tenet of mine, and alwayi 
appeared to me one of the most rational guesses oi 
the human mind into a future state. I ^nall hen 
therefore endeavour to shew the great probabilitji 
of its truth from the following consideration^. 
Tirst, from its justice ; secotidly, from its utility ; and, 
lastly, from the difficulties we lie under to accoUQl 
&r the sufferings of m^ny innocent creatures with« 
out it. 

First then, the justice of this system exceeds thai 
of all others ; because, by it, the great law of reta- 
liation may be more strictly adhered to : for, by 
means of this metamorphosis, men may suflfer io 
one life the very same injuries which they have in« 
flicted. in another ; and that too in the very same 
persons, by a change only in situation. Thus, for 
mstance, the cruel tyrant who in one life has sported 
with the miseries of his slaves, may in the next feel 
all the miseries of slavery under a master as unmerci- 
ful as himself. The relentless and unjust judge may 
be imprisoned, condemned, and hanged in his turn. 
Divines may be compelled by fire and faggot to be- 
lieve the creeds and articles they have composed 
ibr the edification of others ; and soldiers maybe 
plundered and ravished in the persons of defence- 
less peasants and innocent virgins. The lawyer re- 
viving in the character of a client, may be torr 
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Dented with delay^ expence^ uncerfainty, and dis* 
ppointment ; and the physician^ who in one life 
las taken exorbitant fees^ noiay be obliged to take 
•hysic in another. All those who under the ho» 
Durable denomination of sportsmen, have enter- 
ained themselves with the miseries and destruction 
•f innocent animals, may be terrified and murdered 
n the shape of hares, partridges, and woodcocks ; 
.nd all those who under the more illustrious title 
>f heroes, have delighted in the devastation of their 
»wn species, may be massacred by each other in the 
bnns of invincible game-cocks, and pertinacious 
mil-dogs. As for statesmen, ministers, and all 
;reat men devoted to great business, they, however 
piilty, cannot be more properly, nor more severely 
luoished, than by being obliged to reassume their 
briner characters, and to live the very same lives 
)ver again. 

In tne next place, the utility of this system is 
3qual to its justice, and happily coincides with it: 
br by means of this transmigration, all the neces- 
sary inconveniencies and all the burthensonie ofiices 
3f life being imposed on those only, who by their 
misbehaviour in a former state have deserved them„ 
become at once just punishments to Them, and at 
the same time benefits to society ; and so all those 
irbo have injured the public in one life by their 
?ice8, are obliged in another to make reparation by 
ibeir sufferings. Thus the tyrant, who by his power 
has oppressed his country in the situation of a 
prince, in that of a slave may be compelled to do it 
nme service by his labour. The highwayman who 
has stopped and plunderd travellers, may expedite 
and assist them in the shape of a post-horse. The 
metaphorical buck, who has terrified sober citizens 
by his exploits, converted into a real one, may make 
them some compensation by hi& haunches ; an^ 
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mighty conquerors, who have laid waste the world 
by their swords, may be obliged, by a small altera- 
tion in sex and situation, to contribute to its rea 
peopling, by the qualms of breeding, and the pains 
of childbirth* 

. For my own part, I verily believe this to be the 
case. I make no doubt but that Lewis the four-* 
teenth is now chained to an car in the galleys of 
France, and that Hernando Cortez is digging gold 
iu the mines of Peru or Mexico. That Turpin, tb« 
highwayman, is several times a day spurred back-* 
wards and forwards between London and Eppingi 
and that lord*** and sir Harry **♦* are now ac* 
lually roasting for a city feast. I question not but 
that Alexander the greats and Julius Caesar, have 
died many times in child'*bed since their appearance 
in those illustrious and depopulating characters; 
that Charles the twelfth is at this instant a curate's 
wife in some remote village with a numerous and 
increased family | and that Kouli Khan is now 
whipped from parish to parish, in the person of a 
big bellied beggar-woman, with two children in her 
armsy and three at her back. 

, Lastly, the probability of this system appears 
from the difficulty of accounting for the su^ering^ 
of many innocent creatures without it : for if we 
look round us. We cannot but observe a great and 
Wretched variety of this kind ; numberless animals 
subjected, by their own natures, to many miseries^ 
and by our cruelties to many more : incapable of 
crimes, and consequently incapable of deservinj^ 
them ; called into being, as far as we can discover^ 
only to be miserable for the service or diversion 
of others less meritorious than themselves ; with* 
out any possibility of preventing, deserving, or 
ireceiving recompence for their unhappy lot, if theii* 
whole existence is oomprehended in the narrow and 



nretched circle bf their present life. But the theorjf 
lere inculcated, removes all these difficulties, and 
econciles these seemingly unjust dispensations with 
he strictest justice : it informs us, that these theit 
uflerings may be by no means undeserv^d> but the 
ast punishments of their former misbehaviour in a 
itate, where, by means of their very vices, they 
nay have escaped theni. It teaches us that the 
)ursued and persecuted fox was once probably 
wme crafty and rapacious minister, who had pur* 
irfaased by his ill-acquired wealth, that safety, which 
he cannot now procure by his flight : that th^ bull> 
baited with all the cruelties that human ingenuity, 
w human malevolence can invent, was once some 
relentless tyrant, who had inflicted all the tortures 
which he now endures : that the poor bird, blinded, 
imprisoned, and at last starved to death in a cage, may 
have been some unforgiving creditor : and the ^i* 
dowed turtle, pining away life for the loss of her mate, 
some fashionable wife, rejoicing at the death of her 
husband, which her own ill usage had occasioned. 

Never can the delicious repast of roasted lobsters 
excite my appetite, whilst the ideas of the toftures 
in which those innocent creatures have expired, 
present themselves to my imagination. But when 
I consider that they must have once probably been 
Spaniards at Mexico, or Dutchmen at Amhoyna, I 
fall to, both with a good stomach and a good con- 
science, and please myself with the thoughts, that 
lam thus oflering up a sacrifice acceptable to the 
manes of many millions of massacred Indians. Ne- 
ver can I repose myself with sathsfaction in a 
post-chaise, whilst I look upon the starved, foun- 
dered, ulcerated, and excoriated animals, who draw 
it, as mere horses, condemned to such exquisite and 
nnnerited torments for my convenience ; but when 
I reflect, thalrtjiey once must undoubtedly have 
VOL. xzix*. . . s 



•xisted in thecharactersof turnkeys 6f Newgate^ or 
Others of the holy inquisition, I gUlJop on wiik 9 
much ease b» expedition ; and am perfectly tatifr 
fied,. that in pursuing my journey, I am. but thets> 
ecutioner of the strictest justice. 

I very well know that these sentinieiitg will be 
treated as ludicrous by many of my readers^ and 
looked upon only as the productions of an exube* 
rant imagination ; but I know likewise, that this if 
owing to ijl-ffrounded pride, and false notiom ef 
the dignity of human nature : for they are in tbem* 
aelves both just and serious, and carry with them 
the strongest probability of their truth: so strong 
IS it, that I cannot but hope it will have some goad 
effect on the conduct of those polite people, who 
are too sagacious, learned, and- courageous to be 
kept in awe by the threats of hell tod damnaticn : 
and I exhort every fine lady to consider horr 
wretched will be her condition, if, aliter twenty or 
thirty ye^rs spent at carda, in eleglant rooms, lieft 
warm by good fires and soft carpets, she sliotildat 
last be obliged to change places with one of her 
coach-horses ; and every fine gentleman to reflect 
how much more wretched would be his, if after 
wasting his estate, his health, and his life in extrai* 
vagance, indolence, and luxury, he should agaii 
revive in the situation of one of his creditors^ 



No. 16*. THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1756. 



I SATE set apart this day*8 paper for the mis^eK 
laneous productions of various correspondents. 

To Mr. FiTa^ADAM. 

Sir, 
I An 9k citijBii of no mean ci^;. h^TV'ever, - ia 
respect' to the metrojjoli^ we are deemed the cooih' 
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try, and must therefore be prescribed to by Lon« 
don, from whence^ as I am told^ we receire all our 
imshioDs. But surely, Mr. Fitz^-Adam, some things 
which I have seen of late are too absurd to have 
come from thence for our imitation^ and can only have 
beeD unhappy neceisities in some person of vogue, 
which others have mistaken for choice and fashion. 

A few days ago, I saw a young lady in our nei^hi* 
bonrhood, who after some considerable absence from 
home, returned with her hair ail off, except as much 
as might grow in a fortnight af^er close shaving; 
and that too standing thin and staring. I asked my 
wiite when I came home, if she knew where Miss 
Gn>DTCKOWN had been ; for that I was sadly afraid 
she bad been confined in some mad-house ; for her 
head had been shaved and blistered, her hair was 
but just coming on to grow asain, and she had, I 
observed, a particular shy and wild look. As this 
was the first instance of the kind ever seen here, 
my wife knew no more than myself what to make of 
it: she hoped indeed that it might possibly not be 
so bad ; that it might only be some external disor- 
der of her head : or, had Miss been married, she 
shouJd have thought that her hair might possibly 
have fallen off in a lying>in. 

. But alas. Sit ! this disorder of the head has proved 
contagious; and being given out as the'lashion, is 
prodigiously spread. Now if this be only a hum 
(as I suppose it is) upon our country apes, it being 
blown in the World will ptit an end to it: but if 
it be a real ^hion, pray be so good as to set the 
World against it. I am sure I should be rejoiced 
to find any remedy in the World for this falling off 
of the hair ; for indeed it is a very unseemly and 
frightful disorder. 

J am. Sir, 

YourSf T. La 

e3 
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Mr. Fitz-Adam, 

I AM infested by a swarm of country couains, 
that are come up to towu for the winter, aa they 
call it, a whole family of them. They ferret me out 
from every place I go to, and it is impossible to 
$tand the ridicule of being seen in their company. 

At their first coming to towu, I was in a manner 
obliged to gallant them to the play; where having 
seated the mother with much ado, I offered my 
band to the eldest of my five young cousins; but as 
she was not dextrous enough to manage a great hoop 
with one hand only, she refused my offer, and at the 
first step fell all along. It was with great difficulty I 
got her up again ; but imagine, sir, my situation : I 
sat like a mope all the night, not daring to look up, 
for fear of catching the eyes of my acquaintance, 
who would have laughed me out of countenance. 

You may imagine, Mr. Fitz-^Adam, that I con- 
trived all manner of means to get off from any fit* 
ture engagefnents with my cousins ; but it has uu* 
fortunately so- happened, that we have met almost 
every where, ^io longer ago than last night, as I 
was going into a rout, and moving towards the lady 
of the bous^j to pay uxy devoirs to her, what should 
I hear but one of the hoydens, who had not seen 
me for two or thred days, bawling out, ' O law ! 
there's my cousin !' I advised the mother to take 
the young lady immediately back into the country; 
for that I feared the same violence of joy which dis< 
covered itself in her voice and looks at only seeing 
pie as a relation, might carry her greater lengths 
M'h^re the afiection was stronger. 

My acquaintance see how I am i^ortified at all 
publicf places, and it is a standing jest with themj 
wherever they ineet me, to put on the appearance 
of the profoundest respect, and to ask, * Pray, sir, 
bow do your cousins do r' 

Jiis Itdda me, Mr. Ipitz- Ad^oa, V> ^iq^^q^^ ^mo- 



thing ibf the relief of all those whose country eou- 
i\ns, tike tnine^ expei*t they should introduce them 
iito the world ; by which means we shall avoid ap- 
>eering in a very ridiculous light : for whoever sees 
lie daDcing bears, must include the man who shews 
hem in the subject for laughter. I would there- 
ore set up a person^ who should be known by th^ 
lame of ToWn-Usreii. His business should be to 
iftfrjend closely all young ladies who never were in 
o%m before, to teach them to walk into the play- 
louse without falling orer the benches^ to shew 
liem the tombs, and the lions, and the wax work> 
Lnd the giant, and instruct them how to wonder, 
md shut their mouths at the same time : for I really 
meet with so many gapers every day in the streets, 
hat I am continually yawning all the way I walk. 

I shall only detain you to make one reflection 
ipon these journies to London. It appears very 
>dd to me that people should chuse to leave theiV 
[lome for two or three months, to make themselves 
inhappy in it the rest of their lives. My good 
cousin, the mother, thinks she has acted right iki 
ibewing her children the world: and fully con- 
Wnced that they have a thorough knowledge of it, 
carries them back into the country, where they 
despise those with whom they formerly lived in 
intimacy and friendship, because they have not seen 
London. Miss walks with less pleasure about the 
fields since h^r fall in the play-house, and her sisters 
are pouting all day long, because the country caA 
afford them no such sights as they saw in town. 

I am. Sir, 

Your great admirer, 

A. W. 
Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to be a member of a certain 
dub in this Qity, where it is a standiti|( Kft4«c>* X\i^ 

S3 



40 WORLD. N*'ld4. 

the paper called the World be constantly brought 
upon the table, with clean glasses, pipes, and tobacco, 
every Thursday after dinner.' In consequence of 
this order, a letter, or rather a petition, from one 
of your correspondents, was lately read, praying 
that you would establish it as a law, that healths 
should be eaten, as well as drank. There appeared 
something so new and national in eating thepro$pt' 
rity of our king and country, that the whole club, with 
3 vivacity unknown in that place before, rose up to 
applaud it : and after many wise and learned delMites 
upon the subject, agreed to the following orders and 
resolutions: 
Ordered, 

That in this club, the word Toast in drinking be 

changed to Mouthful in eating; and- that every 

member, after naming the Mouthful he proposes, 

do fill his mouth as full as possible, in honour of the 

.person or cause so named. 

Ordered, 

Thi^t the chairman be always Mouthful-Mas- 
ter. 

Ordered, 

That the Mouthful-Master do demand the 
MouiHFiTLs regularly from the members over the 
right thumb, and do cause them to be eaten regu* 
lariy over his left. 
Resoj^ved, 

That all the members of the club be obliged upon 
every club (^ay to eat a large slice of roast beef, as a 
bumper heailfi to old England. 
Kesolved, 

That the city of London, anil the trade thereof, 
be eaten in turtle. 
Resolved, 

Always to eat prosperity to Ireland in boiled b^ef, 
find to North Britain in Scotch col lops. 
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Resolved, 
To eat the administration in British herrings. 

Resulted, 
To eat success to our fleet in pork and peasie. 

Resolved, 
As the greatest instance that this club can possibly 
shew of their respect and devotion, that the healths 
of lady * *♦, and the duchess of * * *, be eaten by 
every member in mouth tills of minced chicken. 
Resolved, 
That Mr. Fitz-Adara, or any of his friends, be 
permitted to eat the member^ of this club as often 
as they please, provided that they do not knowingly 
and wittingly sufler any Frenchman whatsoever, to 
eat the said members dead or alive. 

Thus, sir, you see that you are continually in our 
thoughts ; and therefore, as a member of a society 
so warmly attached to you, you will believe me, 
when I assure you that I am 

Your most fait}\ful 

humble servant 9 

E. P. 

No. 165. THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 1756. 

IHERB are few things by which a man discovery 
the weakness of his judgment more, than by re- 
tailing scraps of common-place sentiment on that 
trite and thread-bare topic, the degeneracy of the 
times. We are told very seriously in almost every 
company, that the courage we received from our an- 
cestors is evaporated ; that our trade is ruined ; 
that religion is but a badge to distinguish parties ; 
and that the muses, kicked out of doors^ have car^ 
ried off with them truth, honour, justice, and all th^ 
jnoral virtues. 
. ^Ut (p Qur comfort^ this reflectioii ip opt coafine4 
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to the present age ; it extends itself equally to all. 
A touch on the times is a piiece of satire^ that al- 
most runs parallel with the foundation jof every 
state. How many authors do we hear bewailing 
the degeneracy of their contennporaries^ and prog- 
nosticating the farther corruption of their poste- 
rity ! Our very stature is diminished. Even ia 
Homer's time, men were strangely decreased io 
their srse since the Trojan war. Virgil says, that 
Turnus threw a stone at ^neas, which a dozen Ro* 
mans could not have lifted ; so that had men de* 
creased since the days of Virgil, in the same propor^ 
tion, we should longbefi[>re now have dwindled into 
a race of atoms. 

Livy, who flourished in the golden age of An* 
gustus, tells U5t, that above three hundred years be- 
K)re, a spirit of eouity and moderation animated 
the whole body of the people, which was not to be 
found then in one individual. Cicero Is for ever 
declaiming against the degeneracy of his own 
times ; and Juvenal says, that in his, vice was ar* 
rived to such a height, that posterity, however wil- 
ling, would not be able to add any thing to it. Yet 
consult the authors who have written since, and 
you will imagine that every former age was an agt 
of virtue. ' 

From all these passages, and many othtrs^ it is 
evident that this complaint is by no means appli* 
cable to our times only. And really it is a great 
breach of good-manners, that modem fine gentle* 
men cannot put a little rouge on their faces, but the 
saucy quill of some impertinent author immediately 
rubs it off*: but neither is it their own invention, nof 
imported from France ; for Juvenal informs us, tbflt 
the Roman beaux dtd the same. 

There is but one reason that I know of, why a 
man may declaim with itapuiuty against tke dege- 
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neracy of the times ; it is^ because the reflection is 
ouly general^ and that he is as much the object of 
his own satire^ as any other man. But let a fo* 
reigner^ iu a company of Englishmen^ presume to 
saj, that they have degenerated from their fore- 
fathers, and no^a Briton amongst them but will re- 
sent the indignity; or let the reflection become 
more particular still, and one man lay an act of 
degeneracy to the charge of another, and the conse- 
quence is too obvious. 

To lament the loss of religion, and abuse its pro- 
fessors ; to censure the constitution of a state, and 
its constituents, are quite difiereut things. And 
though a man may prefer the army, with which 
Henry the fifth beat the French at Agincourt, to our 
present soldiery, ^et examine them one by one, 
and there is scarce a serjeant in the service that 
does not think himself equal to the most valiant 
comoiander, from Alexander the great, king of Ma- 
cedonia, down to brave old Hendrick, Sachem of 
the Mubawk Indians. So that if considered sepa- 
rately, we are more wise, more valiant, and mure 
religious than our ancestors ; if collectively, we 
are a set of fools, cowards, and infidels. 

An ingenious correspondent of mine has carried 
bis compliments on the present times farther than I 
have done. I shall conclude this paper with his 
letter and yerses. 

A coNauEST over the affections and passions has 
been the highest boast of the philosophers of every 
age ; and in proportion as they have attained this 
victory, future writers have celebrated their charac- 
ters as the most exalted patterns of wisdom find 
prudence. But though a veneration for the rust of 
antiquity, or a fondness for every thing which hap<« 
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pened before the memory of our grandfathers^ may 
lead some to celebrate former ages, yet we may 
boast it among the felicities of the times in which 
we live, that the most important concerns of life 
are entered into only under the directions of reason 
and philosophy. To instance only ^n one particu- 
lar ; marriage is the effect of mere prudence and 
forecast, without any mixture of that ridiculous 
passion, which has now no being but in play-books 
and romances. 

In former ages, love was supposed to keep the 
door of Hymen's temple ; but now, as the know* 
ledge of the world may have been somewhat expen- 
sive in acquiring, and as our modern philoso- 
phers have spent that fortune on their yt>uth, which 
it had been ridiculous to have reserved for the 
debility of old age, just before the last spark of 
vigour is extinguished, some rich heiress is won, 
who conduces both to the perpetuating a name, and 
to the providing a fortune for that posterity^ which 
is to continue the family honours. Happy expe- 
dient ! by which the weight of numerous younger 
children, the almost constant burthen of former 
times, is most judiciously avoided. 

That I may present your readers with a striking 
conti-ast between the rollies of our ancestors, and 
the solid prudence of the present generation, I shall 
here subjoin a couple of short odes, which are 
written in the character of an old Englishman, and 
a modern one^ on the day before their marriage. 

The Old EnglishKan. 

I. 
m tdl you Vihy I love niy love ; 
Becatae her thousand graces provt 
Her worth is very high: 
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She's very fair, and very good, 
And not unwilling to be woo*d 
By one so plain as L 

II. 
Wherever muse hasjh^d the strain. 
On British or on litscan plain. 

Delighted h(u she rov'd ; 
Has gtow'd with all thegen'rous rage 
That animates the stosy^dpage. 

By British bosoms lov'd. 

lu. 
Oft has she sought, with carrfutfeet. 
The halhw'd hermit's calm retreat. 

And trac'd with thought profound 
Each precept qf the wise and good ; 
That ev'ry wish has sJie subdu'd 

To wisdom's narrow bound, 

IV. 

Has learn' d the flattering paths to shun. 
Where folly* s fickle vot'ries run, 

Deceiv'd by fortune's glare ; 
Has learn' d that food, tmd clothes, andfire^ 
Are only nature's plain desire. 

Nor forms for more her prayer, 

V. 

Content with these, my Geraldinb 
Has promised to be ever mine. 

For well she knows my heart ; 
She knows it honest and sincere. 
And much too open to appear 

Beneath the veil qf art. 

VI. 

She knows it pants for her alone. 
That not the splendor of a throne 

From her my steps could lure ; 
To-morrow gives to these fond arms 
Jdy Geealdine in till her charms. 

And ntdkei my bliss secure. 



The Modern Enolishmak. 

I* 

No, no ; by all ihepow'rs abave^ 
My hearths as Utile touched by love 

As ever in my life. 
Full well, dear Hal, to thee is knoun 
Whom fortune to my lot has thrown. 

To be my "xedded wife. 

II. 
But why I wed? should any ask, 
To answer is an easy task, 

Want, want! my honest Haery : 
What can a man, whose fortune* s spent. 
Who's mortgaged to his utmost rent. 

But drown, or shoot, or marry f 

III. 
Of these the best is sure the iride ; 
For when once plung'd beneath the tide. 

Adieu to all our figure. 
Full sudden is the pistol's fate ; 
When once 'tis touched alas ! too late 

We wish undrawm tlte trigger, 

IV. 

'Tis thus resolved then, honest boy. 
To-morrow thou nuiy'st wish niejoy, 

J(ty will I buy by wiving : 
Soon to her mansion, far from town. 
Six rapid Bays shall ivhirl us down.. 

As if the dev'l were driving, 

V. 

There shall the brisk capacious bowl 
Drown ev'ry care that haunts the soul. 
And rouse me to new life : 



1 
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And, Hal, for all that dte can my, 
Sotfie blopmii^ village queen qf May 
Shall — wait vpon my wife. 

VI. 

When all the tediouM farce is o'er. 

And spouse has crown'd me with her dow*r. 

Should sudden ruin nueet her, 
Ev'n though her coachman broke her neck. 
Unmoved Pd stand amidst the wreck. 

Nor swear at heedless Pbter. 



No. 166. THURSDAY, MARCH 4, 1756. 



Faltus henorjuvatf 4t m^^"* infamia ferret, 
Quern, nisi memdaeem, ^ mcmiwiun f 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sm, 

Among all the prostitutions of laueuage, so just- 
ly observed by many celebrated writers, I know of 
none more to be lamented, than those which rob 
virtue of her true title, and usurp her name and 
character. 

It may be observed, that in all countries and 
states, the farther they have gone from their origi- 
nal purity and simplicity, the greater have their ad- 
Vances been in this respect. The Romans, whose 
poverty only kept them within the bounds of virtue, 
when they had quitted their humble station for 
scenes of ambition and glory, not only changed 
their manners but lost the sense of those words, 
which were in high estimation with their ancestors. 
The words frugal, temperate, and modest, were no 
longer held m any degree of reverence^ when riches, 

VOL. kkix. F 
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and a licentioas enjoymeDt ef tbein> weietbeMilji 

things in vogue. 

We have gone beyond tkeni fit tbi»resp«r^ and 
quite reversed the meaning of words. Knave and 
villain, formerly the denominaifoiiB of kmdable in* 
duRtry^ are now the markfi of the greatest rqmacb. 
Our manners have adulterated our words-; sad for 
fear they should reproach fM with onr c«iidii<% we 
disfranchise and condemn them to infamy, that their 
testimony may be invalid^ and their eTidence of no 
credit. 

There are many instances in modern times, where 
a false and bKad seal has heightened the sigoiBca- 
tion of words of very little meaning, to an unac- 
countable degree of veneration ; as on the contrary, 
a loose and libertine way of thinking baa debased 
and sullied those of the highest dignity. 

I am not a little pleased with a saying of king 
Theodorick, who being advised by his courtiers to 
debase the coin, declared, ^That nothing which 
bore his image, should ever lie.' ^rewe not all 
accessary to the propagation of fa}9eh:ood, when we 
suffer any thitig that carries the fmag^ and repre* 
fentation of our minds, to be guilty of an untruth, 
and when we enter into a combination to support 
words in a siffn ideation foreign to their meaning; 
and quite different from the ideas those aoundi 
ought to form fn our minds ? 

Custom is the tyrant of the hnguage ; it can alter, 
adjust, and new model, but it cannot annihilate. 
It can settle new phrases, introduced whole colony 
of fashionable nonsense from foreign parts, and 
render old words obsolete ; but it cannot erase idea 
from language. It can do more than an absolute 
prince ; oecause it can create new vrords ; a privi- 
lege which was not allowed to the Roman emperor 
Tiberius^ who baring coined a word in the senatei 
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kb fittteren desired it might be adopted into their 
laognag^, as a compliment to the emperor; Dot an 
old senator, not quite degenerated from the honest 
sincerity of his ancestors, made this memoraMe 
reply, *Yo« may give> sir, the freedom ot* the 
citv to meUf but not to words,* 

there is no word of greater import and dignity 
than HONOUR. It is virtue adorned with every 
decoration, that can make it amiable and uschil in 
society. It is the true foundation of mutual iaith 
and credit, and the real intercourse, by which the 
hnsinesB of life is transacted with safety and plea- 
sure. It is of universal extent^ and can be confined 
lo DO parCicalar station of life^ because it is every 
Bmn's security, and every man's interest. But to 
its great misfortune, its own virtues have undone it. 
Its excellent character has of late years recom- 
mended it so much to the patronage of the Great, 
that they have entirely appropriated it to their own 
ns8,and communicated to it a part of their own pri- 
vileges^ that of being accessible only to a few. It 
now no longer retains its former gooii qualities ; its 
veal dignity is lost, and it is become rather the oma- 
menty than the foundation of a character : it is a 
kind of polish, that implies a finished character, 
snd too often conceals a very imperfect one. 

Thus has honour got an iqiaginary title, in- 
stead of a real one. It has lost by its acquisitions ; 
snd by being the particular idol of a few, is no 
kmger of nse to the many. Its new-acquired tro« 
phiee are the spoils of its former greatness ; and the 
remembrance of what it was, serves only to heighten 
the melancholy idea of what it now is. * It formerly 
constantly attended merit, as a friend and guardian ; 
it ne^ accompanies greatness, as a flatterer and 

Il ia a conpKment to the taste of the ^ceaant a^ 

S 2 
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to allege that honour is its darling attribute. It 
is ill itself a composition of every thing that is valu- 
able and worthy of commendation ; and even in 
its degenerate state, it is, in a degree, the pictore 
of VIRTUE : it is finely drawn, but the lines are 
not just, and the colours too glaring. The endea- 
vours of the artists to set it off to advantage, have 
made it more like a piece of gaudy pageantry,- than 
a true copy of nature. 

To justify the truth of what I assert, I appeal to 
you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, aud beg leave to ask you, 
what are your ideas of a man, when you hear him 
particularly recommended as a man of honour? 
Are your notions at all enlarged, in respect to his 
moral character; Would you give him the pre- 
ference in your vote, as a representative in parlia- 
ment ? Or should you conceive him to have a more 
than ordinary zeal for the true religion of his coun- 
try ? Would you trust him the sooner were you a 
tradesman? Or could you with more safety admit 
him into your family, to an intimacy with your wife 
and daughters? You would undoubtedly rather 
game with him, because he will not cheat ; and you 
would be sure to receive your money, if you gained 
any advantage, however his more just creditors 
might suffer. You would certainly shew him more 
respect, because you dare not affront him ; honour, 
being a thing of so very delicate a nature, that the 
least indignity endangers its destruction : having 
lost its true essence, it can only be supported by 
the courage and zeal of those, who will not suffer 
its title to be disputed. 

What is becom«^ of poor honesty ? Is she con- 
fined to the habitations of Mark and Mincing-lane ? 
Pare she not appear in the polite world ? I mak« 
no doubt she is as frequent in her visits there, as ia 
^uy other place ; bi^t for wan( qi a propef drQH| 
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dbe B obliged to lie incog. She is not a little afraid 
of the pert ratliery of honour* whom she would 
ba mne tomeei in her travels to those parts of the 
town ; and as the latter is a burlesque on her cha- 
iacfeer» riir chuses always to avoid her. 

Her wmm seems to be quite banished to the un» 
bred world* and is so much out of vogue at present, 
that an honest man as certainly means a trades* 
BHUiy asa MAN of HONOUR doesa gentleman. 

The word is fairly worn out: it has been so long 
IB mercantile hands, that it is no longer fit for 
gentlemen. Tliey have laid it aside by universal 
conaent, and bestowed it^ with their old cioaths, 
en their servants and dependents. 

The ladies, who form the most considerable part 
of the fashionable World, have a peculiar sort of 
aoKoua 'Of thefr own. They entrench not upon 
that, already appropriated to the other sex, but 
take it where the men leave it. Conscious of their 
own frailties and infirmities, they are not ashamed 
lo invoke its aid and assistance, to guard them in a 
part, where they are most liable to surprize. No 
other branch of their conduct comes within the 
jvrisdiction of honour ; ibr honour, at present^ 
is ao more than what the world expects from you ; 
they are at free liberty in every other article ; and, 
like onr original parents, have but one thing pro- 
hibited. 

The different value and credit of particular vir* 
taes, at several periods of time, would form a very 
entertaining and usefiil history ; and by looking 
back into former times, and observing the different 
&ces and changes that virtue has appeared in, we 
night reduce it to a degree of calculation, and form 
a tolerable conjecture when any particular species 
of It would again come into fiuhion. The present 
fsfe for liberty will not easily admii of Biaay arti« 
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cles of belief; they are a degree of servitude of the 
mind^ which we disdain : but as it is very proper to 
observe some appearance of religion, we volunta- 
rily give up the freedom of the body, to preserve 
that of the mind : and admit of some reffulatioiu 
and re3trictions, which custom has estabhshed, as 
indispensibly necessary to maintain the connections 
of social life. 

But the body is full as rebellious as the mind, 
and has as strong an aversion to restraint; for 
which reason it has been found expedient to grant 
some degree of indulgence, to moderate between 
pleasure and strict virtue, and to make a compro* 
mise between the severer duties, and most pre- 
vailing passions. 

To form this alliance, and strengthen it by the 
firmest tie, the word honour was introduced ; a 
word very much the favourite of virtue, and so «i- 
<:hanting in its sound, that vice could make no ob^ 
jection. She consented ; but on these conditions ; 
that she should have a due proportion of advaa* 
tage : and if it was allowed to heighten many vir- 
tues, it shouhl likewise be permitted to cov-er al- 
Viost an equal degree of vice. Thus it is made tu 
setve both as a cordial and palliative ; it exalts the 
character of virtue, and takes ofF from the defor- 
mity of vice. But the mixture is so uni^atural, that 
the poison gets the better of the medicine ; and if 
some strong antidote is not speedily applied, all the 
humours will be vitiated, and the whole mass cori 
rupted. 

No person who is any ways conversant in anti- 
quity can be ignorant of the allegorical situation of 
the temples of Virtue and Honour at Rome. 
They were so placed, that there was no entrance 
into the latter, but through the former; which has 
jgivea fiae to a lery beautiful thought ip Cicefp'i 
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first oration against Verres. Both these temples 
were built by Marcellus^ whose original design was 
lo have placed the two goddesses in one temple : 
but the priests, who are always for extending the 
plan of ceremonial religion^ would not permit it ; 
which obliged him to alter his first intention. But 
he pursued the meaning of it^ by building two tem- 
ples contiguous to each other, and in such a situa- 
tioD, that the only avenue to the temple of Honour 
should be through the temple of Virtue; leaving 
by this emblem a very elegant and useful lesson to 
posterity, that virtue is the only direct road to 
Honour. 

It is impossible to have too great a regard and 
esteem for a man of strict honour; but then let 
him prove his right to this title, by the. whole tenor 
of bis actions. Let him not hold some doctrines 
in high estimation, and reject others of equal im- 
portance : let him neither attempt to derive his 
character, or tbrm his conduct from fashion or the 
opinion of others : let a true moral rectitude be the 
uniform role of his actions; and a just praise and 
approbation will be their due reward. 
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To Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
Sir, 

The want of happiness has been the perpetual 
.complaint of all ranks and conditions of men, from 
the beginning of the world to the present times : 
{wd at the rate they still go in, it is absolutely im- 
possible that the complaint should cease. Happi- 
ness is a fruit always within thefr reach, but they 
wijl not give themselves the troub\^ \o ^^\\3kfc\ *\\s 
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it is hotirly at their doors as a friend, but they will 
not let it in. It solicits them in every shape, yet 
they reject its offers. Ignorance and indolence are 
its constant enemies. 

Most people have parlfi and application sufiicienl 
to learn the easy miesof Whi8t,Cribbage,and Chess; 
and as soon as they are informed (what they little 
suspect, and will be delighted to hear) that Happi-* 
ness is a Game, and a much greater and deeper 
one than even Pharo or Hazard, I make no dodhC 
that men, women, and children will immediate!]^ 
«et themselves to learn the rules and finesses of thii 
important Play. 

When they are satisfied it is a game that will be 
tiniversally used in all companies in town and cona^ 
try, what mortal will be so stupid as not to learn it 
in some degree of perfection ? For who, without 
the greatest gratitude, can reflect upon the bejievo- 
Icnce of nature, that has introduced felicity intoth't 
world, in the welcome and ever-fashionable guise of 
deep play, and high gaming? 

This divine attainment could not hare been an* 
nexed to books and learning; head-achs, perpetual 
reasonings, and fierce disputations, would have em* 
barrassed every step : neither could it have been 
coupled to riches, which are ever attended with 
care and anxiety. If poverty and contentment had 
been the vehicles appropriated to convey it, a sickly 
calm would have stagnated all activity. Had it 
been given to political pursuits, how could it have 
been reconciled to the desultory sentiments of 
tnajorities and minorities ? Therefore bountifal 
nature has annexed it to Cards, and sea<?oned it to 
the palates of mankind, by the spirit of gaming, 
which she has almost equally infused into all her 
rational children. 
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, Now as. I hdye always profeHsed myself a great 
friend and admirer of Flat^ 1 shall endeavour to 
lay down a few of the most certain rules, by which 
idl persons may be instructed in the art of playing 
at this KOYAL GAME of Happiness. And 1 am 
the. more willing to promote the knowledge of this 
game, as it depends rather upon skill and address, 
Uian chance and fortune. It is not played with 
ever-dangerous dice, like Back-gammon or Trick- 
tmck : nor like Bragg, by audacity of countenance, 
aad |M>lite cozenage : and though, like Picquet, 
tbere is much puttmg out and taking in, yet every 
cord is playable. 

I am elated with pleasure, when I consider that 
I am going to teach miserable mortals this great 
Game : which, without vanity I may say, is making 
^heoi a present of more than a sixth sense, and en- 
abling them to exercise their five primary ones in 
the most delightful manner. I need not here expa- 
tiate upon the pleasures of Play, the first pastime 
of infancy, ana the ultimate amusement of decre- 
pid age ; the faculty which most distinguishes the 
rational from the brute creation ; that levels the 
lacquey with the prince, and the humble cinder- 
weach with the stately duchess ; the cement of all 
true society, which, by discarding volumes of words, 
coafiines all wit, sense, and language within the 
limits of half a score short and significant sentences. 
How admirable is the sagacity of the adepts ! or 
in other words, the people of fashion ! who are per- 
petually taking into their hands, and dealing about 
most liberally, all that is desirable in the world ! 
J^or though the uneducated class of mortals may 
think a club is but a club, and a spade a spade, 
these exalted and illumined characters thoroughly 
comprehend, that clubs denote power, diamonds 
riches, spades industry, and hearts popularity and 
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affections of every sort. From tbM consideralfoii, 
1 never enter a great apartment without beiag struck 
with solenonity and awe. I look upon the differMt 
contenders at each table^ as so many migbty gianlH 
tossing about with stupendous strength these glo- 
rious symbols of every thing valuable ia the crea^ 
iion. 

What giggling miss shall hereafter presume ts 
disturb these rites with more than female levity? 
What puny senator shall dare here to recollect ttw 
little politics of either house, the partial interests e( 
insignificant islands and nations, whose coaiparatife 
greatness is lost in such a scene ; where every !■•* 
tion decides the fates of kings and queens, and eveiy 
ordinary trick includes as much wisdom aodatt 
dress, as would set up a moderate politician, states* 
man, or minister ? I consider these assemblies ai 
the great academies of education, and observe wilk 
pleasure, that all parents, guardians, and hnsbaiHK 
are bringing their families to town, for at least m% 
months in the year, to take the advantage of these 
noble schools and well instituted seminaries* 

What ideas mu^ we form of the hospitable inlit'* 
bitants of a great capital, where the houses aad 
heads of the most respectable families are nigfit 
afWr night devoted to public benefit and instmc* 
tion ! How much superior are these to the portt* 
cos, gardens, and philosophic schools, that rendered 
the names of Athens and Rome so greatly cele* 
brated ! Here our daughters are capacitated 
to marry the first prince that may happen to ask 
them, instead of falling the unhappy victims of the 
narrow domestic views of some neighbouring coaO'- 
%ry gentleman. And here the married ladies are 
taught to pass the winter evenings without a yawa, 
even in the absence of their husbands. Here they 
eoHect that treasure of mascoline knowledge* those 
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leriate the solitude of the old family mansion, where^ 
amidat the eawing of rook8> the murmuring of 
streamsy and fragrant walks of flowering shrubs, 
diey wait the return of winter with a philosophic 
coraposore. 

But I am wandering from my purpose, and ex<« 
patiattiig upon.general Play, when 1 intended only 
to teach my new and great Game of Happiness. 
which will reader the whole nnWerse like one grand 
assembly or rout. 

Know then, ye hence happy mortals ! that the 
game called Happiness, is played with pucks of 
cardsy each pack consisting of three hundred and 
sixty-five different cards ; the backs of which, in- 
stead of beinff white, are of a dusky sooty colour. 
Every aevenm card is equivalent to a court card, 
of which there are fifty-two in each pack ; and upon 
playing properly these court cards, the fortunate 
event of the game is thought greatly to depend. 

It is played from one to any number of players. 
The game of one is the least entertaining : the game 
of two is much applauded by lookers on : but as a 
greater number miM^ naturally give more variety to. 
the game, a party of ten or a dozen is the most de« 
sirable set, though the players may be subject tcv 
many revokes. Great lovers of the gamt^ are indeed 
fond of sitting down to a ci'owded table ; but it is 
generally observed, that an inattentive and slovenly 
manner of playing is too often the consequence. 
One pack of cai'ds will last a considerable time, as 
may be conjectured from their sooty backs : ina.«»- 
much as the greatest players are seldom known to 
pay for more than three score and ten packs during 
the whole course of their lives. 

They that have the most tricks win the largest 
division of the stake ; but every play ex ^«l& ^viixv 
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thing, besides the great pleasure of playing, whic 
is thought to be superlative. 

This great Game partakes of the exceUendet-< 
all other games. You are often piqued and- n 
piqued, as^ at Picquet. You are sometimes beastei 
as at Quadrille ; often checked, as at Chefls ; pi 
back, as at the game of Goose; and subject I 
fiicks, after the manner of Hazard. It^difieni 
one particular from all other games, viz. that tb 
sharper is always sure to be over-matched by tli 
fair player. 

It would fill a large volume, Mr. Fitz-Adam,-1 
recount all'the varieties of this truly Royal Game 
and already I am afraid of having transgressed tii 
bounds of your paper : I shall therefore defer th 
rules I promised at the beginning of this letter 1 
another opportunity, at which time I shall take cai 
to make the meanest of your readers an adept i 
Happiness. 

I am. Sir, 

Your most humble aervmn, 

L.T 
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To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Slit, 

Every disquisition that tends to remove the prejo- 
dices and enlighten the understandings of mankind; 
chough it may chance to come from an obscure band 
will not be without its admirers and advocates ii 
this learned and truly philosophical age. It v 
needless th^n to make any apology for desiring yot 
to print this. 
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I set out in life with a good share of- medical 
skill, botany, chymistry, anatomy, and natural phi- 
lofiophy ; in the last of which especially I excelled : 
seldom Ikiling to investigate the eflicient cause of 
any phenomenon : and being sensible of my own 
superior abilities, I never was so meau-spirited as 
to give up a disputed point. But from two or 
three failures in practice, when the medicines had 
not the ettect I intended, and indeed once when 
they had, in relieving a nymph at six months end 
from a disorder whidn would have lasted nine, my 
business and my fees began to fall short. 

I must confess myself shocked to find merit so 
disregarded, and determined to search out what fa-, 
culty there might be in the mind of man, that could' 
induce him to treat with contempt and ingratitude 
any person who professed a design of serving him. 
This led me into moral inquiries, in which I soon 
made sufficient progress : and being persuaded that 
it was incumbent upon every rational member of 
society to communicate happiness, as far as his 
influence may extend, I kept not the result of my 
inquiries secret, but formed a club of the thinking 
part of my acquaintance, to whom with the greatest 
freedom ( imparted my speculations ; and, in spite 
of prejudice, inculcated many important truths. 
lliese 1 once thought of making more public from 
the press; but there is no necessity for it, seeing the 
noble and better sort of philosophers are confes- 
sedly of my opinion, and discard with one voice all 
that metaphysical jargon, which would persuade us 
to believe the immateriality of the soul and a future 
state. Our sentiments are calculated universally to 
promote human felicity, as they free the mind from 
any terrors and disagreeable apprehensions. It 
certainly thea becomes the duty of every one who 
would be deemed benevolent » to pToi^^%%\.^, ^& 

VOL, XXIX, G 
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far as possible, principles of sach mabifeat utility. 
But we must expect opposition to Mils salutary de« 
sign, from those who make a g^iia of the prejudicei 
of the world. They willniever be so disinterested 
as easily to forego the great emoluments arising 
thence. And perhaps some thinking men J^^nct 
moral virtues are ii)dispensibiy necessary to the 
well-being of the community) may judge it not 
quite so proper to loose the vulgar at once from all 
ties, except such as arisd from the inherent rectitude 
or depravity of actions. 

I have a scheme to obviate this, to which norS'' 
tioiial objection can be made. I acknowledge my- 
self indebted to an ingenious Spanish author for the 
first hint: but as he did not pursue his reasoning 
so far, either for want of abilities, or through fear 
of the inquisition, I may justly assume to myself tba 
merit of the invention. Ihis author tells u&, ' Phy- 
sicians, seeing the great power the tempei-ament oi 
the brain hath in making a man wise and prudentj 
have invented a certain medicine, composed in such 
a manner, and replete with such qualities, that be* 
ing taken in proper doses, it renders a man capable 
of reasoning better than he could before. They call 
it the confection of wisdom.' Now if there is a 
medical composition known (a& from this authorit]| 
we have sufficient reason to believe) that will iin* 
prove the rational faculties, and illumine the under- 
standing, we may with equal truth assert, there ar« 
to be found medicines which will curb the passionS; 
those great obstacles to moral virtue, and make 
men live according to the fitness of things. 

The thinking part of man being allowed to be i 
mo (ification of matter, it must be supposed to be i 
part of the body ; at least it is so strictly united aoc 
adherent to it, that in all things it sufiers with, anc 
cannot by any arguments of reaspn be proved capa 
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ble oF existing withoat it, Hence it will indispu* 
tably foHow, that all the powers of the miod, even 
the moral faculties, are inseparably connected ^ith 
the temperament and habit of that body of which 
she is part. Insomuch that prudence (the fouoda* 
tion of all' morality) as well as justice, fortitude^ 
and temperance (the other cardinal virtues) and 
their opposites, entirely depend upon the constitu- 
tion. It will therefore become the province of the 
physician to extirpate the vicious habits of mankind, 
and introduce the contrary; to suppress luxury, 
and create chastity; to make the foolish prudent, 
the proud humble, the avaricious liberal, and the 
coward valiant. And all this is easy to be' done, 
by the assistance of alterative medicines, and by a 
properly adapted regimen, that shall be perfective 
of each virtue, and repugnant to each vice. 

In confirmation of my sentiments, 1 could quote 
the fathers of physic, Hippocrates and Galen, as well 
as Plato and Aristotle, the chief of philosophers. 
But an example will be of more real authority than 
a multiplication of quotations. Man will be im- 
pelled to act by those appetites, good or bad, which 
arise from the habit of his constitution : the physi- 
cian then who can alter his constitution, may make 
the vicious become virtuous. And moral philoso- 
phers greatly err, when they do not avail themselves 
of the science of medicine, which only by changing 
the temperament of the body, will force the mind 
to relish virtue, and distaste vice. If a moralist 
undertakes to reform a luxurious person, who gives 
himself up to high living and lascivious indulgen- 
ces, by treating him according to the rules of his 
art, what means would he use to instil the princi- 
ples of temperaMce and chastity, that they should 
take such deep root in the mind, as constantly and 
oniformly to influence his conduct^ 11^ NkAVV «qX 
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-out by shewing him the deformity of intemperance 
and debauchery, and enumerating all that train of 
evils which proceed from such courses: and if the 
patient has not entirely got over the prejudices of 
a superstitious education, he will endeavour to af- 
, fright him by a terrible detail of those inexpressible 
miseries his soul is in danger of suttering hereafter, 
if death should surprize him without giving him 
time to repent and iorsake his debaucheries. After 
this he will advise him to fast and pray, sleep little, 
and avoid the company of women; and perhaps to 
.wear hair-cloth, to macerate his body by rigorom 
austerities, and keep it under by bloody discipline. 
These methods, irf he continues long to practise 
them, will render him pallid and feeble, and so fsr 
different from what he was, that instead of running 
after women, and placing h\8 sununwti bonum in good 
eating and drinking, he will scarce bear to hear a 
female mentioned, and nauseate the very thoughts 
of a sumptuous entertainment. The moralist, see- 
ing the man so changed, will be apt to impute the 
whole to his art, and suppose the habits of temper- 
ance and chastity come from I know not whence, 
and are the effect of his ratiocination. The physi- 
cian knows the contrary, and is fully sensible they 
projceed from the languid and debilitated state of 
the body : for if this be restored to its pristine vi- 
gour, the patient will soon return to his old prac- 
tices of excess and riot. Daily experience must 
convince us of this. What we have proved of lux- 
ury and chastity, will in the same manner hold 
good with regard to all other vices and virtues; be- 
cause each has its proper temperament of body pe- 
culiarly adapted to it. Bleeding then and blister- 
ing, cupping and purging may be usefully adminis- 
tered in mental as well as corporal disorders. A 
brisk salivation may cure the mind and body both 
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of a venereal taint ; and a strong emetic may havt 
a more salutiferous effect than barely cleansing the 
stomach of an epicure. 

I could add many more instances, but have al- 
ready said enough to evince^ the rationality and 
practicability of my scheme ; and being determined 
not to lose the honour of my inventions, I do not 
care to diacover toomach, lest some paltry plagiary 
should^ with some little variation, obtrude them 
npon the world as his own. I have with great labour 
and thought reduced the whole to a complete sys- 
tem, and am compiling a didactic treatise of all the 
vices incident to human nature, and their different 
degrees, with the symptoms prognostic and diag^ 
iMMftic» the curatory indications, and a proper diete- 
tic regimen to be observed in all cases. The whole 
will be comprised in ten volumes iblio : and when 
the work is quite ready for the press, I may perhaps 
venture to publish proposals more at large, with a 
specimen annexed. But as your paper is generally 
well received by good company, I thought this 
would be no improper method of communicating 
the first hint of my design, that I may judge from 
what the intelligent say of this^ how they will relish 
tbe larger work of 

Sir, 

Your humble servant, 

ACADEMlCUSr.. 
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Ths fellowinff letters have lain by me some thnt, 
TIm wnters itf tiieii will« I hope, «x.cu^ vga &vt ^<^ 

o3 
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delay, md for the few alterations which I judged it 
neceWry to make in them. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

vSiR, 

In a late paper you have declared absolutely 
against total nakedness in our sex, and by others 
you have given us to understand that we are very 
impolitic in our late near approaches to it: for that 
while we are leaving little or nothing for imagination 
to exercise itself upon, or for curiosity to desire, 
we are certainly losing our hold upon the men. But 
I cannot say, that since I have undressed myself to 
the utmost extent of the fashion, I have fewer 
admirers than when I appeared like a modest wo- 
man ; though, to confess the truth, I have had but 
one since, that has not plainly discovered a thorough 
aversion to marriage ; and him I imprudently lost, 
by granting to his importunity the full display of 
ray whole person : indeed the argument he used 
was so extremely reasonable, that I knew not bow 
to object to it ; and whilst he pleaded with the ut- 
most tenderness, that what he requested as a tribute 
to love, was but a very little more than what I daily 
lavished indiscriminately on every eye, I had not 
the confidence to deny him. 

Now, Mr. Fitz-Adam, as I think it not improba- 
ble, by the advances the ladies have made this win- 
ter towards complete nakedness, that as the summer 
eomes on they will incline to throw ofi'all covering 
whatsoever, I have thought proper to set before 
them the untoward effect which I have experienced 
from leaving nothing to discover. I can assure them 
as an important truth, that if they have a desire to 
retain even any admirers, they must stop where 
they are, and uncover no farther; or if they aim at 
getting husbands, they will do wisely to conceal. 
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reserve among the acquisitions to be obtained 
r by marriage, a great deal which they now 
w, to no other purpose than the defeating their 

schemes. 

ive me leave, sir, to conclude this letter with a 
t transcript from an author, who I believe is 
unknown to you, and who has taken some paina 
istruct the ladies in this particular point. 

THEnuiid, v)ho modeitlif conceals 
Her beauties, whilst she hides rtweuls. 
Give bttt a glimpse, and Fancy draws 
T\liate*er the Grecian Venus was. 
From Evt*sjirst fig-leaf to brocade. 
All dress loas meant for Fancy** aid. 
Which evermore delighted dwells 
On vfhat the bashful nymph concetds^ 
^Vhen Celia struts in mun*s attire. 
She shews too much to raise desire ; 
But from the hoop's bewitching round 
Her very shoe has pow*r to wound. 

I am, 
Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

S.B. 

Mr. Fxtz-Adam, 
1 this free and communicative age, in which 
ness of almost all kinds is transacted by adver- 
nents, it is not uncommon to see wives and 
:h-asses, stolen horses and strayed hearts, pro- 
:uously advertised in one and the same paper, 
a curious, and frequently an entertaining med- 
: but amidst all the remarkable advertisements 
»▼€ lately seen, I think the following by far the 
t curious ; and for that reason, I desire it mny 
nade still more public than it is already, by ap* 
ring in the World. 
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' WANTED, 

' A CURATE at Beccles iu Suffolk. Enquire far* 
' ther of Mr. Strutt, Cambridge and Yarmouth 
' carrier, who inns at the Crown, th^. corner of 
' Jesus-lane, Cambridge. 

* N, JB. To be spoke with from Friday noon to 
' Saturday morning nine o'clock.' 

I have transcribed this from a news-paper, Mr. 
Fitz-Adam> verbatim et literatim, and must confess 
I look upon it as a curiosity. It would certainly be 
entertaining to hear the conversation between Mr. 
Strutt, Cambridge and Yarmouth carrier, and the 
curate who offers himself. Questionless Mr. Strutt 
has his orders to inquire into the young candidate^! 
qualifications, and to make his report to the adver- 
tising rector, before he agrees upon terms with him. 
But what principally deserves our observation n, 
the propriety of referritig us to a person who traffics 
constantly to that great mart of young divines, 
Cambridge. The advertiser might there expect 
numbers to flock to the person he employed, who 
(by the way) might have been somebody more like 
a gentleman (no disparagement to Mr. Strtitt, I 
know him not) than a Yarmouth carrier. It ii 
pleasant too to observe the N. B. at the end of the 
advertisement ; it carries with it an air of signifi- 
cance enough to intimidate a young divine, trho 
might possibly have been so bold as to have ptt 
himself on an equal footing with this negotiator, if 
he had not known that he was only to be spoke wilh 
at stated hours. 

There are some of us laymen {yoa, I dare sajTi 
Mr. Fitz-Adam, among the rest) who are old* 
iashioned enough to have some respect ibr the 
clergy ; it does not therefore give us any pleasure to 
•ee them thus advertised like barbers journey men* 

But why did not the adveitiaer mention exprei^ 
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the qualifications he expected in his curate ? That 
would have saved much trouble and altercation be- 
tween the prolocutorand the youngdi vine. I will have 
done, however, with this particular advertisement, 
and leave the whole to. your animadversion ; only 
desiring that you would order under your own hand, 
that from henceforth all advertisements for curates 
should be worded in the following nianper. 

' WANTED, 
' A cunATB at ***. He must be one thajt can 
' play at Back-gammon, and will be willing to re- 

* ccive iivc-and-twenty pounds a year for doing the 

* whole duty of a parish, while his rector receiver 
' two hundred for doing none of it. He must keep 
' what company, and preach what docti*tue his rec- 

* tor pleases, &c.&c. &c. Whoever will comply with 
.' these reasonable terms, may apply to * * *, iun- 
' keeper at * * *, for full information.' 

I am. Sir, Yours, 

L.L. 

Mr. Fitz-Adam, 

It is with pleasure that I see you less addicted to 
dreaming than most of your predecessors ; to iiay 
the truth, I have seldom found you inclined to nod ; 
though without any disparagement to you, y^ur 
betters and elders have sometimes slept in a much 
shorter work. Aliquando bonus dormitat Homer us ^ 
was what I told my school-master, when he whipt 
me for sleeping over my book. 

Life has been often called a dream ; nay, we are 
told of some old Grecians, who used to be always 
in doubt whether they were asleep or awake. Indeed 
the number of waking dreamers that are daily ex- 
hibiting themselves in this, metropolis is inconceiv- 
able; evea the pulpit is not free from them. Thfi 
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first time 1 trer heard the rhardcter of a dreamer 
given to a preacher, was on the folk>wing ocranmi: 
A reader to a coantry cure took a printed strmdft 
of an eminent divine into the pulpit with him to 
preach : unfortunately it happened to he a farewd 
sermon. The young gentleman begiln with ac<)uaittf- 
ing the people that he was then going to leave 
them. As they had never received the least Hint of 
this before, they were a good deal surprized ; but 
when he concluded with telling them that he had 
been exhorting them with all diligence for sixteen 
years (when he had hardly been with them as many 
weeks) and talked of his high dignity in the church, 
«ome of the congregation said he was mad, tnost of 
them that he was dreaniiing. 

I could^wish indeed that these dreamers in the 
pulpit would contrive to dream their own dreams, 
or that they would take cure not to convert the 
serious thoughts of others into something more ab- 
surd than dreams, for want of reading beforehand 
what they would be supposed to deliver as their own 
compositions. It i^ by way of hint to such dreainen 
that I have told this story, which being the principal 
purpose of my letter, 1 shall add no more, than 
that 

I am. Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

A.S. 
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Pott mortem nobUitariv9lu7it Cicebo. 

Taking my walk of ^observation the other day, 
m is often my custom^ I was led by the cuursd of 
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tour into one of our famous hospitals. The 
piificeaceofthe building, theorderand regularity 
the housbold^ the multitude that were received, 
I tbeir several accommodations, threw me natural- 
nto a very pleasing contemplation on the exten-* 
i charity of my good countr3'men. From one of 
se endowed habitations I was carried on to ano« 
r, till I believe I made myself acqtiainted with 
the public edifices of tbiv nature that this large* 
1 opulent city abounds with. Some of them I found 
royal and very ample foundation, others raised 
i maintained by asingle and munificent family, 
ier& by a joint act of tlie whole people ; all, how- 
tr, noble in their purposes, and admirably adapt« 
tor the particular uses to which they were dis-« 
ictly appropriated. 1 admired throughout the 
mber of inhabitants thus perfectly provided for 
every stag6 of their conditions^ together with the 
otinual increase of the fund which must support 
ch stfi addition of charges, as I observed by the 
igmentation of apaittuents, and decorations of 
ore cost, perhaps, than utility. Charity, thought- 
works in secret; and these matters are of course 
idden from me. But happening to turn nfyself 
1 one side of the chamber, I discovered two or 
iree long tablets, with several names inscribed m 
irge golden characters, which in my simplicity I 
K)k for the votive histories of the poor, who had 
ilt the efficacy of relief under these merciful man- 
ons : belt upon a nearer inspection I found them 
> be no other than an enumeration of the very 
orthy and pious persons of both sexes, who an- 
ually or occasionally aiibrded what it pleased them 
I tbeir libel ality t*) bestow. 

1 was resolved, since chance had thrown so much 
iforn»ation in my way, to peruse^ against my cus* 
mM the accounts of other ^unilies -, which prac* 



72 woRL». N^17a 

tice/ however, I thought the less inifpcnrtineDt, as i 
could perceive no other end in their being placed 
there. Here I discovered a contribution that did' 
honour indeed to the names that were annexed to 
it, and would have done so to the greatest. The 
immense sums notwithstanding that were adjoined 
to the names of several private persons, larger thaa 
I could have suspected to be within their power, 
raised my curiosity enough to make a farther in-' 
quiry into the history of some of these very liberal 
donors. Two of them I accordingly pitcHed ii|Km' 
to be the subject of my investigation, as they stdod 
upon the list ; the one, a maiden lady who be^ 
fjueathed at her death five thousand pounds to the 
poor of this house : the other, an old gentleman, 
who had settled, after his decease, his whole estate 
upon them for ever. 

The good lady's story cannot be better known 
than by a letter which I received, in the course of 
my int|uiry, from her nephew, who with three sis^ 
ters^bad retired in sorrow at their aunt*s death to 
a country village, in the northern parts of this king' 
dom : it is written with such plainness and simpb^ 
city, *and is so much suited to tlie circumstances of 
the writer, that I own myself much captivated with 
my rural correspondent. The letter is this : 

Sir, 
It is neither our inclination, nor I am sure our 
interest, to conceal any thing from you, who have 
taken so much generous pains in our sei'vice. Your 
ofiers are received by us all most thankfully ; hot 
you are misinformed as to the hundred pomids: 
for my late aunt has left every shilling to the hos* 
pital, ai\er her funeral expences were discharged, 
which amounted to a good deal, as she was whim- 
sical in many articles that related to her burial* 
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iibw slie passed us. by in this manner, is still ^ mat* 
ter of wonder and perplexity to us, as she continued 
to the very day- of her death to declare that she had 
nobody to look upon, this side of heaven> but her 
dear nephew and nieces. She was accounted -a)* 
Ways a vain woman; but we thought her very reli- 
gious, especially as she began to decline. For som« 
months before she died, she never missed morning 
or evening service throughout the week, besides 
her private devotion in her own house, at which 
none of the family were suftered to be presenii 
The minister aad she would sometimes stay two or 
three hours together. She used ot>en to discourse 
upon charity, and said she. loved the poor ; though 
I do not remember to have seen her bestow any 
alms whilst I lived with her, which surprized us the 
more that she should leave all to then) at her death* 
She has given them her picture too, with orders 
that it should be hung over the great door oF the 
chapel. Remember> sir, it is by your own desire 
1 collect these trifling particulars, that concern ourr 
wives only, and the memory of so fantastical and 
vnjust a woman ; for such I must call her, notwith^ 
-atandiuff I assure you lam perfectly and contentedly 
Jresigned to my lot. 

I am, 4rc. 

It was witii gteat difficulty L could learn any 
thing relating to the old gentleman, who is men- 
tioned to have disposed of his \%hoie estate in this 
manner. Those of his blood and nearest kindred 
iiad betaken themselves to the lowest supports 
irhich employment alFords to the miserable, and 
i^ere either dispersed in the navy, or in such station^ 
that all inquiries of this sort were fruitless. Tiie 
^ery name was obliterated every where, except 
where it pointed out the disposal of a very coiir 
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that' tie hod Hi€vea«ed » ncvy gMd patcriMi^ iqh 
iamce by er^ atrt of ibiurni^ itii tni49« thai 
fliBifely pmctifctfble ; thttt he wafta^aQwcaUe^Nik 
cilKr, a hard xaoisef^gtttMg man ; and tba^ he-l 
kn hi^: hrotberii sisters^ amd gran^-chiid r«iii tck «k 
tiieiv ifray without the haat pravkion e« aiMfitafi 
TWre wain » slatvv eMCting, te hi«^ Ifouftd 1^ 
•w» evdern^ ffi th« hosfiitaiL 

l^ii» ended my p«r9oit, whiek I ^t4ed wtl 
MMieh eagerness atf- it wa& evderlakeii. I was- < 
^ased ever awd ever with mysetf at mj( seat 
flnd wished fev thai tranqiriHity ei nwiid^ wki«ii 
ahiray» the portioa of a ^K^ ^pionuice. 1 
ttPflfam, at I viewed k, was deat ; aMi it usrcesl 
} weivt oiH} ofjwy way to- hvok at the ioqinaiw. 1 
ge»ei>os]^f I at nnt contemplated witb raptnv^ i 
worn excheneed for the di^ost i ielt at pride a 
injustice. Were strokes indeed of thiti natuee : 
io severe in the eflTectr there isi s«neehinff sd^ ri 
culeoo in these ostentatious charities^ and SMcfr 
sbstnrdiey i« apprep nations of thisi sort, ii»de« 1 
eirenHMtances 1 bav*e descvihed, that I coolesi 
cevid indn-lge a lf&» seriousi reflertien.al; tho' esu 
nation of them. 

The two^ originals above, have many counterpa 
in this nation ; persons who are frequently so v< 
charitable as to reduce thew wboie lamilie* to l| 
gary . The raising a churchy or endowing an hoe 
-Dal, are the two main objeetstof anetderjy shhm 
piety ; and no matter by what means, so that I 
^nd be but accomplished. This ismicb a compi 
dious way of discharging aU the du^es of life 
once, and at the expence only of whstt there is 
possibility of retaining any longer, that no woai; 
these spanges of. charity are in so much use atsai 
certain perieds> and ait sack, akuwe*. 



I wmM not '6w\\ ij^n trrovu whidi I thooght 
tncorrigible, or -endeMrour to discover causes with- 
out hopes «f amending the eftects ; but I am reaUjr 
i>f opiiiioD thut the grievances here set forth owe 
iheir birth chiefl^r to a few mistakes, which my ao- 
tpepMtion'Of the word cAonfy inclines me very much 
to Teotify, 4br the senrioe especially of these piona 
Mid liiheral tenelactoni ; 4br such 1 make no Quei* 
tion,«(Uiiiy «f them are, only, as I have said beforo, 
they are unfortunate 'onoufffa to lie under some mis- 
takes. In the first place tnerefore, I shall venture 
to lay it down as a maxioi^ that there is no such 
thing as posthumous charity. There may be equity^ 
aud there mvy be propriety, in a last designation of 
earttily goods, but real or intrinsic generosity or 
benevolence there can be none. 

»^'4tuo nam'pyrH vaei Caldber juhct hospet. 

It is a modem suppositiou, nourished by hopia 
-and weakness, that kads people to reckon upon an 
-ifcct,that does not take place whilst they are alive. 
I -do not remember that any t>ne of the apostles, thia 
proacherd and examples ot every social obligation^ 
^ver enforced the duty of testamentary acts of 
goodness; nor did David «et apart a charge upoti 
the revenue his son was to enjoy at\er him, toward* 
gilding a temple, w^ich he found was not to be the 
^loty of his own reign. 

Another error which I hope to set right, aritei 
from the general idea ef poverty, which seems not 
to be very well settled. The poor under your eye, 
and the poor unborn, astnd in a very different rela- 
tion of indigence together. Thus a crippled penny- 
iess sifter, or an innnn cousin, are thought by no 
means eciual objects of bounty with the future off- 
vpting ni afutare beggar. All that I have to s^y lo 
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ii persaasion of this sort is, that Fwill affirm, a re- 
iatioD or dependent left to starve, is in every articl0 
as. true a beggar as any between St. Paur* and St 
Peter's. Upon the whole, since money has no car^ 
lency on the other side of the grave, and no rei^l 
Talue but in its application on this, 1 could wi^ tfaii 
last disposition of it were a little better considered^ 
It i& but reasonable surely/ to expect that those vrh$ 
do no good with it whilst they live, should do le^ 
mischief with it when they die. 

He ^R■ 
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There, is no privilege of which an Englishman is 
ao jealous, nor for which he so highly values the 
'Coni^titution of his country, as the liberty that is 
.allowed bim, not only of thinking as be pleases, but 
.of genefously communicating his thoughts to the 
public. This glorious charter, limited. as it is, and 
ought to be, by wholesome \slws, has infinite advan* 
lap^s derived from it ^ particularly, aa it tends t0 
€altivate the liberal arts, and helps to carry on the 
great work of science. But whether it is always- 
for the improvcQieni of our taste, any ^lore tbaa 
our morals, that we should be allowed to realize 
Qur sentiments^ especially where the object falFs 
immediately under the public eye, is a question thi|t 
may perhaps admit of a debate. 

Thus^ for instance, if an ingenious gentleman, for 
the greater embellishment of his private library, 
should think proper to erect the head, or even tfie 
entire figure, of a shaking Mandarine^ between th^ 
%mt^ pf Tully and Demosthenes^ or to e;^^!^ fh^ 
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divinities of Pekin to the same de^e oF honour in 
4iiii gallery that he hak already paid to the Grecian 
Venus and Apollo^ it ^x>uld be an infringement upon 
Bi^itish liberty to check his devotion. But it the 
same innoTalm|^ taste lihould intrude upon the 
-muicea shrine in our public seats of learning, 1 should 
wish for some authority to stop so sacrilegious an 
attempt. 

The same care should extend even to our amuse* 

ments : I do not mean to debar any of them from 

their right of appearing as of^en as their patrons 

please to call for them ; I would only assign them 

the proper limits of time and place, and prevent 

their bringing any confusion upon themselves and 

■others. It is certainly ycry just, that Harlequin 

should flourish with hiH dogger of lath, and invert 

-the order of nature, whenever he finds it necessary ; 

hut though I am delitrhted with the ingenuity of my 

party-Kioioured friend, it would grieve me to sea 

tiim 190 far mistake his talents, as to introduce him- 

<€elf rerv familiarly into the company of Shakspeare 

and Johnson. 

To c*arry this observation a little higher, I think 
-any one of our public entertainments, that mora 
peculiarly belongs to the refined part of the world, 
•ahould be preserved from any alloying mixture that 
may ^iuk and debase its value, or make us look 
upon its standard below the original wtwth that it 
pretends to claim. It is upon this account, that I 
cannot enough lament the present state of our 
Italian opera, wiiich seems to be continually de« 
dining, without any friendly hand to interpose 
•wfaiuh might restore it to its native purity, or pre- 
serve it from total decay. But before this kind re- 
former can be met with,-or if any such should ap* 
pear, before his endeavours could hope for any 
' I, it ■ will bf proper to examiue our own tastc> 

B 5 



to find whether it will stand the trial; and whether 
we should not think his care very impertinent and 
ill applied. 

At present our attention seems to be so entirely 

fixe/i upon air, that we think nothing enhances 

the value of an opera so much, as allowing the 

performers to introduce their own favourite songs 

at plear^ure; and this elegant assortment^ selected 

.from dramas of opposite subjects,, written by poets 

.of irreconcileable geniusses, and set to music by 

. composers of contrary feelingsy is served up, to onr 

inexpressible satisfaction, and eagerly aevoured 

"under the modish title of a Pasticcio. 

If I may be permitted to enter into a serious dis- 
quisition of this entertainment, after what I have 
said of it in a former paper, I must beg leave to ob- 
. serve, that the Italian opera carries much more 
meaning in it than one part of its audience is poisi- 
, bly aware of, and many of the other part are wil- 
ling to allow : but jt is. therefore necessary tochnse 
Metastasio for the poet, upon whose single merit 
this species of drama must stand or fall. 

And here, notwithstanding the laudable partiality 
which directs us to give the palm to our own coan^ 
trymen, it must be confessed that this, foreigner 
baa at least as good a title to it as any English 
tragedian of this century ; and if (like them too) he 
bajET not the advantage of striking out much that is 
new, he has the happiness of throwing ab air of 
Bovelty upon the sentinxent» which he adopts, by 
the agreeable dress , he gives them, and the advan- 
tageous point of view in which they are placed. 

It would be exceeding the bounds of this paper 
to dwell upon every peculiar excellency; but it i^ 
no more than justice to enter into a fair examina- 
tion» and» without any invidious comparison, to 
inquire whether h^s thoughts are Qot as puie ai^4 
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3 classical^ his language as expressive and poetical, 
lis ciiaracters as distinctly marked, as strongly sup- 
ported^ and as judiciously finished, his conduct of 
he drama as well carried on, and leading as clearly 
o the grand catastrophe, as those among the most 
idmired of our modern writers. In the last cir- 
cumstance he has a difiiculty in his way, which the 
ablest hand would sometimes be at a loss to re- 
move : as the nature of this work requires every 
thing to be brought to a happy conclusion^ it can- 
not but be observed with . how masterly a step he 
deviates from the true to the feigned event, without 
confusion, or swerving from the intention of his 
original plan. 

Sut it is not sufficient to examine Metastasio's 
pretensions by the common rules of criticism ; there 
ift much more required of him than of the ordinary 
tragic poet; not only as he is confined to the mea- 
sure of tliree acts, but even those must be concisely 
managed, to avoid the drowsiness of a weary re- 
citative. His dialogue therefore, and even his nar- 
ration, is short as it is clear; a significant expression, 
lK>metimes a single word, conveys a whole sentiment, 
and that without leaving room for doubt, or throw- 
ing the least obscurity. His soliloquies, where the 
composer has an opportunity of introducing the 
. accompanied recitative, perhaps the most-noble part 
of an opera, are not only distinguished by the finest 
touches of poetry, but abound in all that variety and 
transition of passions which naturally work in the 
}iuman mind, when it is wrought up to the height of 
its distress. His songs and chorusses, where sul the 
power of music ought to combine, are made up of 
pentiment ; these indeed are so finely imagined, and 
'finished with so happy an elegance, that perhaps 
they would not sufier evea by appearing among tU^ 
nn^ient Lyric writer^. 
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If ihis km 'tn]« cf our poet, (and sorely it is btit 

juAtice to allow hhn this,) let us brings him upofttbe 

•tage, ottonded as he ought. And here Hismt 

enough, that the composer be thoroughly skilled in 

all the art of music, and feel the whole iorte jof i(, 

but he mvm partake of the poefs spirit, catch the 

rdianie through 'every scene, and be so far wrapt in 

the genius of his author, as to preserve the same 

cart of aentiment through the u^hole woi'k^ This 

•indeed i»8o necessary an attention to his character, 

•that a single composer, though but of the second 

tslaas, who shall follow him with affection, and'eii* 

tear into.a social feeling with him ta far as he is ca- 

|>able, will do him more justice than a suite of the 

;able^ masters at'hts heels, who peiform their alter- 

fnate services, and consider his ideas -separate! j, 

without having Togard to the union and harmony 

•of the whole* 

- -But let the poet and his attendadt harmonist he 
-«TOr 10 happily united, there is still a reasoning, 
-bnt perhaps not the most feeling, part Of mankind, 
.who will by no means allow the opera any dramatic 
,lnerit^ and consequently 'deprive it at once of its 
4iiatingaishiD^ worth. Their judgment, it aeems, is 
^trepaiably hurt, in finding heroes conquering, 
Titab GOtltending, lovers despairrng, to the soond 
?Qf nmsic; and they cannot reconcile it to their 
senses, that people who seem discoursing upon very 
iinteresttng snbjeots, shonld be obliged to do it by 
time and measure. The learned among these will 
.probably meet with an apology^ from something 
aimilar upon . the Grecian stage, and • tins otiiers 
will do well to consider whether they are not literal 
ncritics in music^ as grammarians are in leamins^'; 
^perhaps they cannot separate from harmony the 
iidea of fiddleHSttrings. and pipes, any more thaO 
-these can from language tbo invariable chiflM Of 
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adverb, conjunction, and preposition; whereas the 
music we are speakini;^ of, is the voice of nature, iu 
her Tarioiis accents of joy, grief, rage, lamentation, 
pity, or despair. The notes indeed are divestetl of 
their wildness, have their temperaments, cadences, 
and limits ; but they seem to be no other than the 
laws which nature has set them, and their bounds 
are too nicely concealed to have the appearance of 
borrowing any thing from act, 

A distinguishing ear, or rather a feeling hearty 
that yields to the impression which a noble accom- 
paniment carries with it, will be so far from calling 
oiY his attention from the principal part, or con- 
sidering the additional harmony as the effect of 
mechanic art, that it will more intimately strike 
him as a sympathetic sense, which arises in the 
mind itself, unconnected and indqpcndunt of any 
assistance from without. Even those whose ideas 
are less abstracted, but wiio have souls prepared 
tbr the reception of harmony, when they hear from 
the orchestra, the animating strains, or dying falls, 
OS Shakspeare expresses it, will, without any criti- 
cal reflections, consider them as having the saine 
effect upon the ear, as a well-painted scene upon 
the eye, where that man would surely wrong his 
imagination much, who instead of indulging it in 
the supposed reality of rocks, woods, and rivers, 
siiould check his feeling at once, and consider every 
thing before him merely as canvas and colours. 

If these observations are at all founded upon 
truth, an opera, well conducted, must be one of 
the noblest rep resent Jitions that lies within the reach 
of mimic art, and consequently there cannot be too 
much care and attention enployed to produce it 
with every advantage. How this will best be 
effected, may perhaps be worth the inquir}' ; but it 
p^ only be so upon a supposition that the thing 
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itselfhas really a great share of that merit vrfaich k 
l^retends to assume. There cannot indeed be a 
itronger ridicule than to give an air of impwtaBCfe 
to amusements, if they are m themselves contemptible 
•nd void of real taste ; but if they arc the -object ttni 
tSLte of the judicious and polite^ and realiy desent 
that distinction, the conduct of them is certainly «C 
consetj^uence^ as that alone will determine the pablic 
approbation, and by thratonly th«ir patroHB can pre- 
•roe over them >vith dignity. 
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To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Shi, 

7he impatience of the public to be farther in* 
xtructed in the Royal Game of Happiness, has 
no doubt been very great, since your publication «rf 
tny letter on that subject, the eleventh of last month : 
fbr where the stake is so considei*able, the desire of 
"playing the game to the best advantage must needi 
T>e excessive ; and where the cards are so numerons, 
{though the generafity of players think them too 
few,) the address required must be almost infinite. 

Had it not been for this truly entertaining game, 
Adam and Eve, with all their innocence, had 
passed their hours but dully even in paradise. Be- 
fore the fall they played the game in its original 
purity, and with the utmost skill ; ailer^vard8 indeed 
they were guiltj* of many revokes and oversights, 
as were their immediate descendants, though they 
consumed an immense quantity of packs of cards. 
Methuselah spent mope time at the game than any 



ua> but with what snccess is nol absolutely cer* 
ia. Tradition, with tolerable exactness, handed 
pwn thie rules of play from father to sou, to the 
sathi of Solomon, who in his younger years was a 
reat lover of this game : it afterwards became 
icioos and uncertain by the novelties and in no* 
atioBs that were every where introduced into it. 
1 France one method of play has obtained ; in 
Aglaud another; in Japan it is played very dif- 
sreot from what it is iu reru. 

From the cormptioa of this Royal Game of 
Llpfiness are derived all our modern games ; and 
> food are we of these iaventions, that the tru^ old 
^uiae is almost imperceptibly forgotten. Happy is 
t therefore for the world and me, that neither the 
plendid honours of the bar, the reverend -dignities 
»f the church, the profouiKl researches of physic, 
lor the aerial castle of politics, have diverted my 
ittention from the more honourable^ and useful in- 
restigation ofthe loagjost rules of this Royal Gams 
if Happiness. 

When I considered that every science has its 
nystery, that chemistry has i^ philosopher's stone, 
iHMnetry its quadrature of the circle, astronomy its 
EcMigitiicle^ mechanics its perpetual motion, and na- 
tural philosophy its gravitation, it soon occurred to 
die that social life must likewise have its occult mys- 
tery, which, like a key-stone in architecture, sustains 
uid supports the whole edifice. When I considered 
the various and general principles of animated life, 
I plainly perceived that Play was the great per- 
vading^ power, from the leviathan that sporteth in 
the waters, to- the m^icroscopic imi^ct that wantons 
invisibly in the air. When I considered that the 
mighty fabric of the universe might only be a 
GREAT GAME played at by superior existences, I was 
ltd ta thdnk thai it was agreeable ta the most reve- 



Vential ideas of nature, to suppose that lift -iras 
nothing else than Play. And when I likewise con- 
sidered that the passion for earning was universally 
predominant in mankind, that it was the natural 
remedy for all cares, and the only amusement of 
the irksome hours, 1 readily discovered that life was 
indeed nothing more than a certaiti term allotted to 
play at the RoYal Game of Happiness. 

As the great secret of this game depends princi- 
pally upon the playing well the court-cards, as soon 
as I shall have procured a patent for the sole and ex- 
clusive privilege of teaching, (whichlmake nodonbt 
of obtaining, by the favour of some grfeat men, my 
particular friends, who have more than once pulleJl 
off their hats to me ; and one in particular, who was 
so graciously condescending as to ask me one day 
what o'clock it was,) I shall then take care to appoint 
under- teachers in every parish, to instruct the good 
people in the country in the best and properest roftn^ 
ner of playing the seventh cards, which when they 
are thorough masters of, they will soon become per- 
fect in playing the other cards. 

Having in niy former letter touched upon the ge- 
neral properties of the ^me, in compliance with 
my promise, I here subjoin the most necessary rules 
and directions for attaining a thorough knowledge 
of this Royal Game.' 

RULES AND DIRECTIONS 

FOR PLAYING AT THE 

ROYAL GAME of HAPPINESS. 

When you begin a new game, recal to your me- 
mory the manner in which you played the forego- 
ing one, that you may avoid a repetition of the same 
mistakes. 
' When you have well considered the card 70a art 
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tboat to playr play it with steadiness and compo- 
ure ; and be sure not to betray any suspicion of 
four own ignorance. 

When yon shuffle or rut^ do it above-board, to 
prevent any^ suspicion of deceit. 

If you have won a large share of the stake, by 
playing a particular card well, be cautious of veu-> 
taring it all on any single card in the same deal, un- 
less you' play a forced game. 

Whether you play a small or a great game, exert 
your' best skill ; and take care not to discover the 
badness of your hand by peevishness or fretting. 

Observe the play of others^ and draw conse- 
-qaences from it for the improvement of your own 
game. 

If you play at court, remember to hold up your 
hand, and attend to the finesses of the place. If you 
play your cards well there, you may conclude your- 
self a tolerable master of the game. 

When you are in the country, play frequently with 
your neighbours and tenants; they generally play 
better than finer folks, and will greatly improve you 
in the plain rules of the game. 

^void the general error of this game, of fancying 
that every body plays better at it than yourself. 

If you agree with a lady to go halves with her, 
the agreement once made, . you are not at liberty 
afterwards to find fault with her game. 

Whoever drops a card, loses it; and one card lost 
is of very bad consequence in the game. 

When a card is once played, it can never be re- 
called. 

Seldom play from your own hand ; you y^in most 
by playibg into the hands of other people. 

Teach your children to play the game early, and 
be sure to put money in their card -purses: for if 

VOI^ XXIX. I 
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tbey waH liM* k till jour dcalli, it m^betoaliMe to 
leani the i^uiie. 

Onod-hcmoor is a more nf ct imrjF Tequisite it 
this gaflie tban good flcffeBc; but vlicie k«lb are 
Joined; succcs is alanst osftaiou 

The cTcatest proficieata ia all other gaoMSr are 
the nKMt ignorant at this : the beit plajrcfsaiethoM 
that practice ommi im their own fonyifSk 

Kings and princes are gencndly strangen t» ihe 
game, and their ninisten want time to leam it. 

Great dignitaries in the church, and mont hcao* 
ficed clergrmen, are too indolent to play at it it 
public ; and their cnratcs are forced t» be lo nk e w- 
on, for want nf aanlhcieni aUnwance to pay fint thdr 
cards. 

Poets and aathors hare sometimes iftniiA a bold 
stroke in the game ; bnt of all men livin|^ they ait 
the most liable to mistakes ; and it is generally oh* 
serrable that the whole table is against theaa. 

Most new-married conples are snccenlbl at first 
setting out ; but before the whole pack is p\3ytA, 
they commonly lose all attention to ttie ganae. 

It is remarkable that young people play better 
than old ; for avarice is the bane of the game. 

I should be tempted, Mr. Fita-Adam, to continae 
these my rules and obsenrations, if 1 did not find 
myself running into length ; and as it is ray inten^ 
tion to publish very shortly a velome opon the sub- 
ject, I shall trouble you no more at this time, than 
to assure you that I am, 

• Si«, 

Your mostfait^fui 

httmkle serwant, 

I.T. 
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LT was tlie advice of an old friend of mine, upon his 
Keath'bed, to his son» who had been guilty of some 
uionnoos ofiences which he wished to keep con- 
xaled, that he should take care how he oflered him- 
cUf as a candidate for a seat in parliament ; for that 
m opposition would be like doom's day to him, 
Rrhen ail his sins would be remembered and brought 
o light. This is generally the case at elections ; 
lie most secret actions of the candidates themselves 
ore not only revealed, but the ashes of their ances* 
lors are ransacked in the grave, to supply matter for 
caudal and defamation. 

Conmion as this observation may be, it will en* 
ible us to account for all the malice and uncharit- 
ibleaess which we meet with in the world. We are 
ill candidates for wealth, honour, or fan>e, and can- 
idt bear that another should succeed in what our- 
lehres have failed. 

But why the spirit of defamation should be sofre- 
|aent1y exerted against the dead, is a matter some- 
what puzzling. Death, by putting an end to rival* 
ihip, should, one would think, put an end to all the 
inimosities which arose from that rivalship; and 
the grave that buries the man, should bury also his 
biliugs. But, according to Shakspeare, 

The EYii. that men do live$ after them ; 
The GOOD u 0^' interred with their boneu 

It is indeed very hard, that death, which pays all 
D&er debts, should be able to make no composition 
iriU^ ebvy : yet so it is ; and, excepting a late me* 
■oirabk nutaace, where the virtues of a great and 
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good man were too glaring in his life to be forgotten 
at his death, I have scarcely known it to be other- 
wise. The ladies indeed, whom I am always ambitioiiii 
of honouring, have too much gentleness and good- 
humour to defame the dead, especially their, dead 
husbands. After burying the very worst in th^ 
world, it is usual with them on a second marriage 
with the best, to put them daily in mind of tn^ 
complying dispositions and other virtues of their 
poor dear first husband, . 

Happy is it that the works of men of wit, leara* 
ing, and s^enius, have justice done them after their 
deaths; though I am apt to believe the merit we 
ascribe to them then has its foundation in illt 
nature ; as by admiring the productions of the dead, 
we are enabled, by the comparison, to condemn 
those of the living. We read the works of the for- 
mer with a desire to find out beauties, and of. the 
latter to discover faults. Our acquaintance with 
an author is another circumstance against him; 
we are too apt to connect the foibles of his life witli 
what he writes ; and if he has unfortunately wanted 
tale;its to shine in conversation, we are generally 
blind to the wit of his writings. The reasoning of 
an atheist in proof of a first cause, or of a libertine 
for morality, is sure to be laughed at by those wbQ 
}vnovvthem ; and it is only when a man's writings can 
be separated from his life, that tfiey will be r^ad 
with candour and impartiality. It may be'observe^ 
farther, that in a country like ours, where party is 
apt to influence every thing, a man that professes 
himself openly on oqc side of the question, will 
never be allowed the least degree of merit by those 
on the other. Of this the immortal Milton is a 
witness, whose attachments to Cromwell had throwt 
such' a cloud over his abilities at the restoratiQn-i 
Ibut the copy of tjb^ ^oblest poem in tbe^ WQrld WM 



lot only sold for a mere trifle^ but many yeai^ 
Jftpsed Defore it was discoTered to 'be a work worth 
eadiiig. Even Addison, whose SpectHtors and 
ilher essays are deservedly the admiration of a!l 
rho read them, and by comparison with which it is 
L kind of fashion to condemn all other writings of 
he same kind, gives us to understand in his Spec- 
ator, N^ 542, and elsewhere in that work, that 
le met with as many cavillers as any of his sue- 



1 have been led by these reflections seriously to 
lonsider what method an author ought to take, to 
ecure to his writings the approbation of the public 
vhile he is still alive. It was the saying of Doctor 
Kadcliff to a young physician, who asked him what 
le should do to get practice, ' Turn atheist, and 
nake yourself talked of/ But though many a young 
physician may have availed himself of this advice, 
here are other practices that may succeed better 
frith an author. Personal slander has always been 
steamed a very excellent method, and so indeed 
lOB wantonness; but where both are happily blended 
n the same work, as one sometimes sees them in 
rery modem performances, they seldom fail of 
irawing the attention of the public. I have known 
Hastiness attended with ver}'^ happy effects, inasmuch 
1$ it frequently supplies the want of wit, and is sura 
»f exciting the laugh in the genteelet»t companies. 
rhat the ladies are not displeased at it, is caay to be 
iccounted for ; na6tiness is a stranger to them, and 
therefore entitled to their respect. 

But if an author unfortunately wants talents (br 
this kind of writing, there is nothing lefl for him 
that I know' of, hut to die as fast as he can, that his 
works may survive him. But the disadvantage even 
In this c«se is, that common and natural deaths are 
bttt'very Htte^aJk«d of) so tha\ti coixittvvf ^x^-'v^ 
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the ghost to no manner of purpose : it is therefore 
most, earnestly to be recommended to all aulhort 
\i^bo are ambitious of sudden and lasting fame, that 
they set about some device to get themselves haog^ 
ed. The sessions^paper is more universally read 
than any other of the papers, and the deaths it rei> 
cords aj^ more authentic and interesting. A good 
dying-speech would be an excellenjfc preface to ai 
.author's works, and make every body purchasers. 
An advertisement like the following could never 
.fail of exciting curiosity : 

' This day arepublisbed the political, moral, an4 
entertaining works of Thomas Crambo, Esq ; now 
under sf uteoce of death in Newgate, for a rape and 
murder/ 

- Under these circumstances, indeed, an author 
may taste of fame before death, and take his leap 
from tthe cart, with this comfortable assurance, that 
he has embraced the only opportunity in his power 
of making a provision for his family. 

If it should be asked why the having committed 
a r^peor a murder should raise the curiosity. of the 
public to peruse the authoi-'s works ? the answer if, 
that people who do spirited things, are supposed to 
.write in a spirited manner. It is for this reason that 
we.are no fond of the histories of warriors and great 
men, who, though they have happened to escape 
the gallows, have done something every day to shew 
that they deserved it. 

It is iodeed as much to be wqndered at as la^ 
mented, that while every author knows how essen* 
tial it is both to his fame and the support of his fa- 
mily to get himself hanged, we do not see the 
words EXECUTED AT Tybu&n, always subjoined 
to his name in the title-page of his works. I hope 
it is not that authors h^ve less regard, for their hmU 
)m tbw other meD, tba\ U^ia isi.qioA usually At 
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ase : for as to the love of life, we cannot suppose 
lem to be possessed of it in an equal degree with 
ther people; nor can they possibly be ignorant 
lat the world will have a particular satisfactioh in 
earing that they have made so desirable an end. 

As for myself, I am an old man, and have not 
pirit enough to engage in any of those enterprises 
bat would entitle my works to universal esteem, 
t was expected, indeed, that when I declared in my 
irst paper against meddling with religion, I would 
vow myself an atiheist in the second ; but this is a 
iacovery that I have not hitherto thought, proper 
make : nor have I, by any strokes of personal 
base, lewdness, or nastiness, endeavoured to intro- 
luce my papers into every family. And to confess 
be truth, I have at present no designs of committing 
jiy capital offence, being, as I said before, too old 
ravish, and having too tender a disposition to 
ommit a murder. I shall therefore content myself 
nth going on in the old way> and leave my writings 
shift for themselves, without deputing the Ordi- 
tary of Newgate to publish an account of the birth, 
tarentage apd eduction, the trial, confession, con- 
lemnation, and execution of the author, together 
Fith a catalogue of the works he has left behind 
iim« 



No. 174. THURSDAY, APRIL 29, 1756. 

Ibe following letter has so genuine and. natural 
m air, that I cannot doubt of its coming from a cor- 
'espondent, who has experienced every circum- 
itancehe has described : I shall therefore lay it bef- 
ore my readers without the alteration of a single 

WQti, 



To Mr. FxtorAoKU^ 

Sir, 

Among the variety Y)f subjects trith wbick 701 
bave entertained and instructed the public, I ifo 
trot remember that you have any where touched 
upon the folly and madness of ambition ; which fcr 
the be«efit of those who are dissatisfied with their 
present situations, I beg leave to iUustrate by givisg 
the history of ray own life. 

I am the son x>f a younger brother of m good 
-fitmily, whe at his decease left me a little fortune of 
a hundred pounds a year. I was put early to £loa 
-cchool, where i learnt Latin and Greek, from whence 

I went to the univeRsity, where 1 learnt not 

totJBilly to (brget them. 1 came to my ibrtune white 
I was at- college ; and having no inclination to fol- 
io w any profession, I removed myself to town, and 
lived for some time as most young gentlemen do, 
by spending fiiur times my income. But it was my 
happiness, before it was too late> to fall in love, aad 
to marry a very amiable yoong creature, whose Ihr- 
tttne was just sufficient to repair the breach made 
in ray own. With this agreeable companion I re* 
:lnsated to the country, and endeavoured as well as 
I was able to square my wishes to my circumstancei. 
In this endeavour, I succeeded so well, that except a 
few private hankerings after a little more than I 
pos4Cs.sed, and now and then a sigh when a coach- 
and^six happened to drive by me in my walks, I was 
a very happy man. 

I can truly assure you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, that 
though our family aconomy was not much to bo 
boasted of, and in consequence of it, we were fre- 
i|uently driven to great streights and difficulties, I 
experienced more real satis^ctioti in this humble 
situation than I have ever done since in more en- 



K« 174. WORLD. 95 

viable circamstances. We were sometimes indeed 
a little in debt, but when money came in, the plea- 
sure of discharging what we owed was more than an 
equivalent for the paiu it put us to : and though the 
narrowness of our circumstances subjected us to 
many cares and anxieties, it served to keep the 
body in action as well as the mind ; tor as our gar- 
den was somewhat large, and required more handu 
to keep it in order than we couhl afKtrd to hire, we 
laboured daily in it ourselves, and drew health from 
our necessities. 

I bad a little boy, who was the delight of my 
heart, and who probably might have been spoilt by 
nursing, if the attention, of his parents had not been 
othenvise employed. His mother was naturally of 
a sickly constitution, but the affairs of her family 
as they engrossed all her thoughts, gave her no 
time for complaint. The ordinary troubles of life 
which to those who have nothing else to think of 
are.alpnost insupportable, were less terrible to us 
than to persons in easier circumstances ; for it is a 
certain truth, however your readers may please to 
receive it, that where the mind is divided between 
many carei, the anxiety is lighter than where there 
is only obi^Id contend with. Or even in the happi- 
est, situation, in the midst of ease, health, and afflu- 
ence, the mind is generally ingenious at tormenting 
itselfy losing the iiumediate enjoyment of those in- 
valuable blessings, by the painful suggestion that 
they are too great for continuance. 

These are the retlections that I have made since ; 
for I do not attempt to deny that I sighed frequently 
for aB aildition to my fortune. The death ot a dis- 
jtant relation, which happened five years after our 
marriage, gave me this addition, and made me for 
a time the happiest man living. My income waa 
aow incrieasied to 8i;c hundred a year, and I hpped« 
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V'ith a Kitie ceoonomv, to be able to a»ke a figMc 
with it. Bat the ill ncakh of my wife* which ia Im 
«asy circvmstances had not touched me m> we&df, 
was now oonatantJv in ny thoagbts, and touvdiM 
<ny enjoymeatf • The consciousneM too of haviag 
auch an estate to leave tny boy, made me ao anxmi 
Jto ]>reMenre him, that inatead of Mtfieriag him ti 
run at pleasure where he i^ieased, mnd «o gjnm 
hardy by exercise, I mlmoet / destroyed faiai by 90^ 
finement. We now did nothiog in our garden* b» 
cause we were in circumstances to have it kept bf 
^others ; but as aur and exercise were MeceaiMury m 
^ar healths, we reaoWed to abridge ounelvos ii 
tome unnecessary articles, and to set «p aa equ 
page. This ia time brought with it a train of <» 
penses, which we had neither prudence to fyrtatt, 
tier courage to prevent. For as it enabled Oi ti 
«xtend the circuit of our visits, it greatly increased 
0ur acquaintance, and subjected us to the oeoeaHQ 
•f making coiitiatia} entertainments at honae, ia it» 
turn for all those which we were invited to abmi 
The charges that attended this newinaiinerof lina| 
were much too great for the income we pmumoi\ 
insomuch that we found ocnelves, iaA^ery^bail 
time, more necessitous than ever. PriUMrould nol 
sufier us to lay down our equipage ; anMa li«ie iai 
manner unsuitable to it, was what we could aM 
bear to think of. To pay the debts I had coa- 
tracted, I was soon forced to mortgage, and at hal 
Co sell, the best part of my estate ; and as it wm 
utterly impossible to keep up the parade any longer, 
we thought it adviaeable to remove of a suddeajts 
adl our coach ia town, and to look out for a aea 
situation, at a great distance fron our acquaintaaca. 
But unfortunately for my peace; I carried Iba 
habit of cxpence along with me, and was very ncv 
Meiog reduced to absuSnta waiit, when by the naai- 



Mctftd dcith of an uncle aa€l bi« twt> ions, who died 
•ithin a few wcteksof each other, 1 MK'ceeded to an 
state of seven tbooyand pounds a vear. 

And u€fw, Mr. Fitz-Adam, both you and your 
Mideia will nndonbtedly cat) me a very happy man ; 
lad so indeed I was. 1 set aboat the regulation of 
ly family with the nMwt pleasing lattfdiicliOQ. The 
ideiidor of my equipages, the magniftcence of my 
due, the cfowd of serrants that attended me, the 
ikguce of »y hoow and fnmiture, the grandeur 
if my park and gardens, the luxury of my table, and 
km cosrt that was every where paid me, gave me 
neKpretsible delight,so long as they were novelties : 
mt no sooner were they become habitual to me» 
kma I ioet all manner of relish for them : and I 
Ivcovered in a Tery little time, that by ha^'ing ne- 
hing to wish for, 1 had nothing to enjoy. My ap- 
»Hite grew palled by satiety, a perpetual ci-owd of 
rititors robbed me of all domestic enjoyment, my 
levrants plagned me and my steward cheated me. 

But the carse of greatness did not end here. 
Oiily experience convinced me that! was compelled 
a live mora for others than myself. My uncle had 
>eett a great party man, and a zealous opposer of 
ill ministerial measures ; and as his estate was the 
argest of any gentleman's in the county, he sup- 
Mirted an interest in it beyond any of his competi* 
OFB. My father had been greatly obliged by the 
»nrt party, which determined me in gratitude to 
leclare myself on that side ; but the ditficulties I 
lad to encounter were too many and too great for me ; 
nsomuch that I have been baffled and defeated 
n aUnost every thing I have undertaken. To de- 
«rtthe cause! have embarked in would disgrace me, 
ind to go greater lengths in it will almost undo me. 
[ am engaged in a pei-petual state of warfare with 
he principal gentry of the county, and au\ c^t^d 
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by my tenants and dependents for compelling the 
at every election to vote (as they are pleased 
tell me) contrary to their conscience. 

My wife and I had once pleased ourselves wi 
the thought of being useful to the neighbourhoi 
by dealing out our charity to the poor and indi 
trious ; but the perpetual hurry in which we li 
renders us incapable of looking out for objects 01 
selves ; and the agents we intrust are either pock 
ingour bounty, or bestowing it on the undeservii 
At night, when we retire to rest, we are venting < 
complaints on the miseries of the day, and prayi 
heartily for the return of that peace which wa^ 01 
the companion of our humblest situation. 

This, sir, is my history; and if you give it a ph 
in your paper, it may serve to inculcate this imp 
tant truth, that where pain, sickness, and absoli 
want are out of the question, no external change 
circumstances can make a man more lastingly hap 
than he was before. It is to an ignorance of t 
truth, that the universal dissatisfaction of manki 
is principally to be ascribed. Care is the lot of li 
and he that aspires to greatness in hopes to get ; 
of it, is like one who throws himself into a furm 
to avoid the shivering of an ague. 

The only satisfaction I can enjoy in my pre« 
situation is, that it has not pleased heaven in 
wrath to make me a king. 

I am. Sir, 

Your constant reader, 

and most humble servant, 

A.] 
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No. 175. THURSDAY, MAY 6, 1756. 



To Mr. Fitz-Adam, 

SlB> 

J ou must have frequently observed upon the face 
of that useful piece of machinery, a clock, the mi-* 
nute and hour hands, in their revolutions through 
the twelve divisions of the day, to be not only shifts 
ing continually from one figure to another, but to 
stand at times in a quite o[iposite direction to their 
former bearings, and to each other. Now I con- 
ceive this to be pretty much the case with that com- 
plicated piece of mechanism^ a modern female, or 
young woman of fashion ; for as such I was accu8<« 
tomed to consider that part of the species, as having 
no power to determine their own motions, and ap- 
pearances, but as acted Upon by the mode, and set 
to any point, which the party who took the lead, or 
(to speak more properly) its regulator, pleased. 
But it has .so happened in the circum rotation of 
inodes and fashions, that the present set are not 
only moving on continually from one pretty fancy 
ana conceit to another, but have departed quite 
aside from their former principles ; dividing from 
each other in a circumstance wherein they were 
always accustomed to unite, and uniting where 
there was ever wont to be a distinction or dif-» 
ference. 

I do not know whether I make myself sufficiently 
tinderstood ; but you will easily comprehend my 
drift, when I tell you that the prevailing mode, in 
respect of dress, is at present to have no mode at 
all. There is . now no such thing as an uniform 
among the ladies, no dutiful conformity to the pat* 
tern or standard, as hecetofore ; but the made if 

VOL. XXIX. Ji, 
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I^d opr^., and tlieTe appears the ame spirit against 
a comcii^Tc fiukiam, as ^^insl aD rxc/ikn're fra</^. 
The pride now is to get as far away as poesible, not 
only from the vulgar, but frem one another^ and 
that too as well in the fint principles of dress, as in 
it4 subordinate decorations: so that this flortuating 
iHHBovr is perpetuaUy shewing itself hi sonie new 
aad particular sort of cap, floonce> knot, or tippet ; 
and evary woman that you meel» aliecta indepen- 
dency, aod to set up for herself. 

Now, as I profess myself to be a stickler for 
liberty^ and against all invidious limitations, as well 
m a loTer of variety, and an encourager of inTcn* 
tion, I am therefore not displeased with these liur 
imit^pendents for this notable attempt of theirs to 
vindicate the honour and freedom of their own fan- 
ftes «.*id j^dgme^ts upon this eecaaAOsi But as tbey 
baTO wandered away from each other in the se?enll 
articles of dress, so have they united altogether ai 
bappily ia a po»nt which cannot foil of recommead- 
iiig itnolf to such as have a critical ear, and are apt 
to bo uilended with any disagreeoieiit of souads, 
nanitly. in voicb and ei.#€ution, i^ which tbey 
tiiaintuin a surprizing untfomiity. A friend of mine, 
whoM» ear (as you will perceive from what I am 
ICtHUg to relate of him) is not turned for our modern 
«rati»i\v» was introducing the other day some ub« 
tHMiHlv ob»ervatioiis upon thk head, which I shall 
lakr liie frrvdom to set down at foil length 

• T\w Insnuty and power of speech,' says he, ' was 
VKtmt ^> Ih» \hi rtsmh of dearueas and perspicuity, 
«f « di:t(MK^ and iMunnottious trlocviioB, of a joisl 
ami pr^^Mcr tcNtd^Hice^ ^ogeiiier witli a natural and 
ra^kv d^XTr»My «f m a n n er asNl phnse, growing out 
«<r iW WMli^ij^^,. and <c^Mi|:enial « eiii it. Cooversation 
Vk n^xtir A>i pW«(SC^ a» wnen it is conposed of a 
«v^itMMdhm4 VHiyHj ^ y tt^j a w mA cl»nctei% 



tempering and recoiiiniendiBg each other ; where 
4he forward aad knportuaate are qualified and 
Tertrained by the diffident and the modest ; the 
Md and peremptory by the more supple and 
€fMBplaisant ; where the spirited with the meek, 
Ihe lively with the sedate, make a happy mixture ; 
and all together go into the composition of an 
agreeable society. Whereas the conversation of 
the female world (continues ray friend) is at pre- 
sent all out of the same piece : all distinctions are 
taken away, and the several ranks and orders 
among them laid into one. There is one line of 
•entiment, air^ manner, tone, and phrase running 
through the whole, and no discernmg, for a few 
•econds, a young woman, with six or eight hundred 
•pounds to her fortune, from a duchess, especially 
if she happens to have been allowed to keep com<- 
pany with her betters. I know several of these 
humble companions, who with no less impropriety 
than impotence, are ever straining themselves and 
their throats in company, to get upon a level with 
their quality friends; and at all other timet ,yoa 
shall see them affecting to speak (as the Latins 
well express it) ore rotundo, full and sonorous^ 
round and peremptory, with a very decisive em- 
phasis, as if there could lie no appeal from their 
sentence ; taking a larger scope for utterance, by 
opening their mouths to a disproportionate width ; 
insomuch that I have looked upon myself, while 
in their company, as fitting in the midst of half a 
score hautboys, a sort of music, that, when at-» 
tempted by unskilful hands, has something in it 
mightily overbearing, though they tell me, when 
exercised by such as are qualined for it, and 
mixed with other instruments, it will answer very 
well. Such is the pomp of utterence of our pre* 
sent women of fashion; which, thouglk it maLif 

K 2 
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tend to spoil many a pretty mouih, can neyer 
recommend an indifferent one. And hence it is 
that there is so great a scarcity of originals, and 
that the ear is such a daily sufferer froni an iden- 
tity of phrase, whether it be vastly, horridfy, n^ 
minably, hmntmely, or excessively, which, with three 
or four more calculated for the same Swiss-like 
service, make up the whole scale or gamut of 
modern female conversation* 

* There are many causes assigned (continues he 
why so many of the males live single, and it has 
been principally ascribed to the cheap and eafl^ 
opportunities of gratification which fall in their 
way. Now this may in a great measure be trae; 
but our fine ladies forget, that while they are daily 
making some new cevelation of their persons, and are 
so studious to furnish out a variety of entertain- 
ment to the eye, they have neglected to make a 
suitable provision for the ear ; and that, should 
love chance to straggle in at the former, he may 
yet find his way out at the latter. And I have 
tVeqvently remarked, that when a female of this 
t\xrt\, with her sails and streamers out, has begun 
to hear down, in hopes of a prize, the object of the 
chace has frequently sheered off, and left her to 
complain of her ill-success to those much fitter 
companions, the winds and waves. 

' Now the members of this class are the most 
considerable in point of numbers ; but when upon 
my retiring from some of these, and betaking my- 
self to a distant and more peaceable quarter of the 
room, I have fallen in with others, whose ronver* 
sation has been of a more moderate cast, aud 
more under the wind, yet I have still observed the 
same monotony to prevail, the same conformity 
<>f manner and phrase, and that their pipes were all 
tuned to t^e same qualitjy note. For, as in the for< 
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mer instance, the generality of those hi high lifearr 
ever raising their voices to a proportionable eleva«^ 
tion above the ordinary level, and distinguishing 
themselves by a round and sonorous elocution ; so 
there are otiiers of the same class, who seeing na* 
ture has not furnished them with an adequate 
strength of lungs, or with organs framed for a more 
bold and voluble utterance, hnve therefore a good 
deal of what Tully calls the concisum ac minuium, 
a laconic, mincing kind of speech, extremely quick 
and peremptory, equally enipliatical and decisive, 
and generally enforced with a short dictatorial 
•bridle and nod of the bead, as an incontestible rati- 
fication of what they are plcase<l to afiirro or deny. 
And these, as well as the above-mentioned, have 
maltitodes of inferior admirers, and copyists in 
their train, pressing close behind, and treading 
«pon their heels* 

' It is true^ I am an enemy, for the most part, t» 
that reigning practice of making the person, who 
last left the company, a subject for general canvas 
by those that remain : yet whenever any of these 
Dou-originals (whom we cannot so properly pit>^ 
nounce to be full qf themselves tLsfull of other people) 
shall have taken her leave, and got the door upon 
•her back, the company, in my opinion, should hava 
.free scope and licence to go into an immediate 
inquiry who she is, what fortune she haa, what her 
education has been, whether handsome, tolerable, 
or, &c. and 8o< on through the usual course of 
particulars. In short'—* 

My friend was going on in the same strain, when 

I interposed, and began to expostulate with him 

-upon some of the above particulars. ' Nay, nay,' 

•lays he, ' do not think me partial neither ; I may 

perhaps give them their revenge upon our sex at 

liomc fbtuxe opportunitv ;' and so left me. 
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Upon the wliole, I very much stispect (as 1 said 
before) that my friend's ear is none of the best; hot 
at the same time I must do him the justice to ob- 
serve, that I myself am at times somewhat deaf, and 
that he is generally allowed to be a very sensible 
well-judging-man. 

lam, 

Mr.*Fitz-Adam, ^c. 

My honest correspondent appears to be in some 
pain, lest the freedom and simplicity of his friend's 
argument may not happen to square with that deli- 
<racy and complaisance which have been hitherto 
maintained by the World towards the beautiful 
part of our species ; but however that be, I most 
confess that I have fallen of late myself iato some- 
what of the same train of thinking. 

It is certain, there is a distinction and subordina- 
tion of style, as well as of rank, and a gradation to 
.be preserved in point of phraseology, as well as of 
precedency. Any encroachment in the one case 
being altogether as unseemly as in the •ther. Au 
affectation of talking above our level, is as bad as 
dremng above it ; and that which is current within 
the precinct of St. James's, will hardly pass anv 
where else. Here the originals are to be found; all 
the rest are counterfeits, and are easily discovered. 
Nay, though people of quality have the unquestion- 
able privilege of breaking the peace, and violating 
the laws of grace and harmony, there ought never- 
theless to be a due proportion observed even among 
these. Thus a dutchess may be twice as loud ana 
overbearing as a countess ; a countess as a simple 
baroness, and so downward : but such a pompous- 
ness of elocution, phrase, and manner (as my cok- 
respondent's acquaintance seems to point at) such 
^ctu sweUing words, mxtAi, ouei<iwMtk\cLk« sit as 
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ill upon one of a moderate face, rank, or fortune, as 
a great swelling hoop is found to do upon another 
not five foot high. 



No. ne. THURSDAY, MAY 13, 175(5. 



Going to Tisit an old friend at his country seat 
last week, I found him at backgammon with the 
vicar of the parish. My friend received me with 
the heartiest welcome, and introduced the doctor 
to my acquaintance. This gentleman, who seemed 
to be about fii\y, and of a florid and healthy consti- 
tution, surveyed me all over with great attention, 
and after a slight nod of the head, sat himself down 
wiifaoot opening his mouth. I was a little hurt at 
the supercilious behaviour of this divine, which 
my friend observing, told me very pleasantly, that 
I was rather too old to be entitled to the doctor's 
complaisance ; for that he seldom bestowed it but 
upon the young and vigorous ; but, says he, you 
will know him better soon, and may probably think 
it worth your while to book him in the World ; 
for you will find him altogether as odd a character 
as he is a worthy one. The D<ictor made no reply 
to this raillerv, but continued some time with his 
eyes fixed upon me, and at last, shaking his head, 
and turning to my friend, asked if he would play 
out the other hit? My friend excused himself from 
engaging any more that evening, and ordered a 
bottle, of wiije, with pipes and tobacco, to be set on 
the table; The vicar filled his pipe, and drank very 
cordially to my friend, still eyeing me with a seem- 
ing dislike, and neither drinking my health, nor 
speaking a single word to me. As I have lou^ 
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Bccustomed myself to drink nothing b|it water, I 
called for a bottle of it, and drank glass for glaw 
with them ; which upon the doctor's observing, he 
shook his head at my friend, and in a whisper, loud 
enough for me to hear, said, ' Poor man, it is ail 
over with him, I see.' My friend smiled^ and an- 
swered in the same audible whisper, ' No, no, doc- 
tor, Mr. Fitz-Adam intends to Uveas long as either 
^of us.' He then addressed himself to me on the 
occurrences of the town, and drew me into a v«ry 
cheerful conversation, which lasted tiU I withdraw 
to rest ; at which time the doctor rose &om bis 
chair, drank a bumper to my health, and giving me 
a hearty shake by the hand, told me I was a yery 
jolly old gentleman, and that he wished to be better 
acquainted with me during my stay in the country. 
I rose early in the morning, and found the doc* 
tor in the breakfast room. He saluted me with 
great civility, and told me he had lef^ his bed aad 
home sooner than usual, to have the pleasure of 
taking a walk with me. * Your friend,' says he, 
' is but lately recovered from an attack of the gout, 
and will hardly bestirring till we have gone ov«r bis 
improvements.* I accepted of the proposal, and 
we walked through a very elegant garden into the 
most beautiful fields that can be imagined ; which 
as I stopped to adm^ire, the doctor began thus: 
' These are indeed, Mr. Fitz-A dam, very delightful 
grounds; and I wish with all my heart, that the owner 
of them was less troubled with the gout, that I might 

hold him in more respect * Respect ! doctor,' 

said I, interrupting him, ' does a painftil distemper, 
acquired by no act of intemperance, lessen your 
respect ?' ' It does, indeed, Mr. Fitz-Adam, and I 
wish, in this instance, I could help it ; for I am 
tinder many obligations to your friend. There is 
another very worthy gentleman in tlie nQighboi^r* 
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hood; wh6 presented me to tbid Ticarage ; but be 
has the inUf«»rtune to labour under an inveterate 
scurvy^ wbich, by subjecting him to continual head- 
acbs, must of course shorten his days^ and so I 
never go near him. 

I was going to interrupt the doctor again, when a 
coach-and-six drove by us along the road, and in 
it a gentleman, who let down the glass, and made 
the doctor a very respectful bow ; which instead of 
returning, he passed by him with a stately air, and 
took no notice of him. This instance of his bcha* 
viour, together with the conversatioi that had passed 
bcftween us, raised my curiosity to a very high de- 
gree, and set me upon asking who the gentleman 
was. ' Sir/ says he, ' that unfortunate object is a 
man of eight thousand a year estate ; and from that 
consideration he expects the return of a bow from 
every man he meets. But I, who know him, know 
also that he is dying of an asthma; and as (blessed 
be God for it !) I am in perfect health, I do not 
chuse to put myself on a level with such a person. 
Health, Mr. Fitz- Adam, is the only valuable thing 
on earth; and while I am in possession of that, 
I look upon myself as a much greater man than he. 
With all his fortune, he would rejoice to be the poor 
vicar of * * *, with my constitution. I pull oil* my 
hat to no such persons. Believe me, Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
he h^ not many months to live.' 

I made no reply to this conversation of the vi- 
car, iind he went on thus : ' You are an old man, 
Mr. Fitz-Adam, and I believe were a little fatigued 
with your journey last night, which I mistook for 
infinn health, and therefore was wanting in the ci- 
vilities tliat I should otherwise have shewn you; but 
your conversation afterwards proved you to be a 
very hearty man, ^nd 1 saw you resolved to con- 
tinue HO by your terpper^ce ; for which I honour 
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you^ and, as I told you tben^ shall b« giad of yoor 
acquaintance. It is true you are an old man, ao4 
therefore my inferior; but you are healthy and 
temperate, and not beneath the notice of much 
younger men/ 

In this manner we walked on, tiil we came to a 
hedge, where some labouring men were repairing 
the fences. My companion accosted them with tb« 
utmost complaisance and good nature. ' Aye,* sayi 
he, turning to me, ' these are men worth mix- 
ing witi). You see their riches in their looks. 
Have you any of your lords in town, Mr. Fitz- 
Adam, that have such possessions? I know u>n€ 
of these lord.V says he, ' myself, but I am toW 
they are so sickly and diseased, that a mau in 
health would scorn to pull off' his hat to them.' H€ 
then entered into a familiar conversation with tbt 
men, and after throwing them sixpence to drink, 
passed on. 

There now overtook us in the lane a company of 
sportsmen setting out for the chace. Most of them 
saluted the doctor as he passed. But he took no 
notice of any of them but one, whom he shook 
hands with over the hedge, and told him he intended 
taking a dinner with him the next day. ' That 
gentleman,' says he, ' is Worth as much health as 
any man in England ; he hunts only by way of ex- 
ercise, and never takes a leap where there is the 
least danger. But as for the rest ihey are flying over 
every hedge and gate in their way, and if they escape 
broken necks in the morning, they are destroying 
themselves more effectually by intempet'ance in the 
evening. No, no, Mr. Fitz-Adam, these are no com- 
panions for me ; I hope, with the blessing of Heaven, 
to out-live a score of them.* 

We came soon after to a little neat house upon 
the road, where, the doctor told me, lived a v«ry 
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^gfreeable wiilow hdy, to 'whom he had formerly 
]Mikl bis addresses. * She had at that time/ says hv, 
'as large a fortune of health as any woman in the 
County ; but she has since mortgaged it to the apothe-* 
eary ibr slops, and I have taken my leave of her. 
She was determined to be a widow^ and so married 
an officer, who had his head knocked oil'at Fontenoy. 
Those are a sort of men that I make no ac(|iiaint- 
ance with ; they hold their lives on too precarious a 
tenure.' * But they are useful members of society/ 
said I, 'and ccummand our esteem/ 'That may be^ 
atr/ returned the doctor, ' and so are miners in our 
roa^pfits, who are every hour in danger of being 
bttfied aHve. But there is a subordination of de- 
gree, Mr. Fita-Adam, which ought strictly to be 
observed; and a man in ill heaHh, or of a dangerous 
profession, should not think himself on a level with 
people of sound constitutions, and less haz«^rdou& 
emplbyinents/ 

1 was determined to interrupt the doctor no 
more ; and he went on thus : ' Mr. Fitz-Adam, you 
may possibly think me an odd kind of a man ; but 
I am no enemy to people of bad constitutions, nor 
erer withhold my bounty from them, whQn their 
necessities demand it; but though I am doing theiu 
all the services in my power, I cannot consent to 
lower myself so far as to make them my compa<« 
nions* It is more in the power of the physician to 
confer rank than the king; for the gifts of fortune 
are nothing ; health is the only riches that a man 
ought to set a value on ; and without it all men ai e; 
poor^ let their estates be what they will. If I dififer 
from the common opinion in this particular, I do 
also in another. The tradesman or mechanic,, who 
has acquired an estate by his industry is seldom 
reckoned a gentleman ; but it was always my sen« 
tiaiaiit« that a man who makes his own coqstitution* 
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has more roerit in him than he that was born with 
it ; the one is the work of chance, the other of de- 
sign : and it is for this reason that I am seen so 
often with yonr friend : for though the gout is ge^ 
nerally an impoverishing distemper, yet temperance 
and regularity may in time subdue it: whereas tfae 
gentleman who drove by us with his six horses, has an 
incurable asthma, which renders himy with his large 
estate^ as poor as the beggar who is dying under a 
hedge. The more you think of these things, Mr. 
Fitz-Adaro, the more you will be of my opinion. A 
poor man in health, is a companion for a kiDff; bat 
a lord without it is a poor man indeed ; and why 
should he expect the homage of other people, whes 
the very meanest of his domestics would refuse to 
change places with him ?' 

My companion was stopped short in his bar- 
rangue by our arrival at my friend's house. We 
found him in good health and spirits, which greatly 
heightened the vicar's complaisance ; and as I took 
care to conceal from him the complaints and infir* 
mities of old age, I passed a very agreeable week, 
and was so much in his good graces, that at my de* 
parture he presented me with some Turlington's 
balsam, and a paper of Dr. James's powder. 'There,* 
says he, * they may rob you of your money, if they 
please; but for bruises and fevers, you may set them 
-at defiance.' 

On my return home, I made many serious re- 
flections on this whimsical character; and in the end^ 
could not help wishing, that, under certain iimita-> 
tions, the sentiments of the vicar were a little more 
in fashion. Health is certainly the riches of life; 
and if men were to derive their rank from that alone, 
it would in all probability make them more carefbl 
to preserve it. Society might be benefited by it in 
another resp«ct^ as it would tend to keep compl9Uiiio|[ 
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iiig people at home« who are the perpetual disturbers 
of all companies abroad. 
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Xhe two following letters are so whimsically con- 
trasted,, and the young people who are the subjects 
of them so particularly adapted to each other, that 
though I have never professed myself an advocate 
for the trade of match-making, 1 cannot help wish- 
ing that by means of this paper they may grow 
acquainted with each other. It is for this reason 
that I have taken the very first opportunity of pub- 
lishing the letters of their parents. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sib, 

As you have undertaken the social office of re- 
dressing grievances, I shall lay one before you, 
which I am sure must have often occurred to you, 
though I do not remember that you have hitherto 
animadverted upon it. The grievance I am speak- 
ing of has so fatal a tendency, that wit, parts, 
learning, education, knowledge, reading, and travel, 
are rendered utterly useless by it, and by which 
the most illiterate ounce, who has never been at 
school, nor opened a book besides the Fairy Tales, 
provided his outside be properly ornamented, is 
exactly upon a level with the most accomplished 
gentleman. This grievance, Mr. Fitz-Adam, is no 
other than the pernicious custom of card-playing, 
which has of late so universally prevailed in all pri«i 
vate families, as well as public assemblies. 

I am not considering this. custom in its necessary 
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comequeBccs of destroying fortOBes and constils- 
tioDS, ruffling tempers^ promoting qnarrebi, and oc- 
casioning almost infinite distresses and disquietudes; 
for if tak*-n singly in this point of yiew, it is only 
hurttui to those who are the promoters of it,.and u 
of Hctle or no consequence to the rest of maiikiiid« 
who are not sharers iu the eviL 

I must icform you^ sir, that I am the &ther of an 
only son, to whom (as I have a large estate to leave 
him) I have given the mo6t perfect edncatioa that 
this country' can afibrd : and it is the highest satn- 
faction to m/" that none of Bay care has been thrown 
away upon him. AVhen he had finished his studies 
at the university, and perfected himself in town in 
ail the necessary accomplishments of a yonngaum 
of fashion, I sent Kim, under the direction of a Toy 
excellent tutor, on his travels th nragfa France, ItaHj, 
and Germany ; from which, after an absence of four 
years, he returned last winter, improved beyond my 
utmost hopes. 

But, alas, sir ! when I expected to see bim the 
admiration of all companies, and to have been 
eTery where congratulated on the happiness of hav- 
ing such a son, I found, from the uniTersal attes- 
tion to cards, that his acquirements were totally 
unnoticed, and that all the cost and trouble I had 
been at in his education, answered no other pun 
pose than to make him company for himself, and i 
few unfashionable friendis who have no commerce 
with the world. 

If this insatiable passion continues, it were ai 
well if our public schools and universities were 
abolished, and that travel and all other means pi 
acquiring knowledge and refinement were at once 
prohibited ; and in their places, other seminariei 
erected in this metropolis, and proper masters ap- 
pointed, to instruct our children in the xudiments 
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tf Brag, Cribbage, and Laa^uenet^ till they were 
»f a proper age tu study Whist^ and the other games 
»f skill, at the academy of Mr. Hovie. By such a 
Dnethod our children would be trained up to make 
a figure in the world, and their parents saved the 
trouble and expence of a useless education* 

I wish, Mr, Fitz-Adam, you would give us your 
thoughts upon this matter, which will certaiuly be 
agreeable to the serious part of your readers, and 
a great obligation to. 

Sir, 

Yottr most humble servant y 

C.Y. 

P. S. Since my writing the above, I have been 
looking over the Brst volume of the World, and 
am sorry to find Mr. Fitz-Adam himself so very 
iuhionable a man, as to countenance and recom- 
mend with his pen the grievance I have been com- 
plaining o^. In number VII. of your papers, yon 
are pleased to express yourself in the following 
words : * I look upon cards as an innocent and 
vseful amusement, calculated to interrupt the formal 
conversations and private cabals of lar^^e compa- 
nies, and to give a man something to do, who has 
nothing to say/ If I had been your adviser, Mr. 
Fitz-Adam^ the passage should have stood thus: 
* I look upon CARDS as a senseless and pernicious 
amusement, calculated to interrupt the improving 
conversations and enlivening sallies of all compa- 
nies, and to level men of genius and understanding 
with fools and coxcombs.' This is really the truth 
of the matter : and if you consider it as you ought, 
yon will, I hope, retract your opinion as publicly aj 
you have given it. 

Yout's, &^c. 
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The other letter is from a mother^ complaioing 
of the untoward disposition of an only daughter. 

Sib, 

I am a widow of five-and-thirty, with a hand« 
gome jointure, and have refused many good offere 
for the sake of an only child, whom I have endea^ 
vourcd to bring up in the most fashionable manner 
I was able. She will have twelve thousand pounds 
to her fortune when she comes of age, and I have 
supported her at my own ex pence, that the interest 
of her portion may be added to the principal. I 
assure you, sir, that I am not like other mothers of 
my youth and complexion, who, in order to appear 
younger than they really are, confine their grown* 
up daughters at home for fear of being rivalled by 
them in public assemblies. I thank Heaven, I have 
no need of such arts ; for as often as I go abroad 
with mine, I am taken for her sister; and I have 
the pleasure of observing, that I have more civil 
things said to me by the men^ than my daughter 
can ever hope for. Not that the girl is either ugly 
or aukward ; she is as tall too as her mother, and 
has been of a marriageable age this year or two, 
being complete fifteen the, 1 2th of last March ; but 
as a colonel in the guards ^was pleasfed to tell me a 
few nights ago at Ranelagh, I have a certain air and 
manner, that my daughter must quite despair of 
imitating. 

I mention these trifles, sir, to convince you that 
I have not the motive of other mothers for lockmg 
up my daughter whenever 1 go abroad ; on the con- 
trary, I have carried her, at times, to all the polite 
assemblies in town ; but alas, sir ! I cannot make 
her company for people of fashion. She will nei- 
ther plav at cards with them, nor enter into tbe 
spirit of their conversation. She even pretends to 
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ilash at (what she calls) the liberties I allow the 
Ken to take with me. She would not toast a sen*' 
Iment for the world ; and for those delicate double 
otendres, that so enliven all private companies, I 
an not for the life of me teach her to understand 
hem. To be sure the girl has not so white a skin 
a her mother^ nor can she value herself upon that 
(eautiful frill of shoulders, and elegance of neck» 
br "which (I may say it without vanity) I was always 
idmired. But then^ Mr. Fitz-Adani, those parts of 
ler person are not absolutely odious; thou«rh by 
>inning her handkerchief constantly under her chin^ 
ihe would make every body believe so. 

I have taken immense pains in her education to 
5t her. for the world ; but^it is my misfortune to see^ 
that from an unaccountable perverseness of mind, 
she had rather shut herself up in her closet, poring 
ipon the Spectators (which to my knowledge she 
las read twenty times over) than sit down to a 
:ard*table with the first company in England* 
A.Dd yet the girl does not want understanding nei* 
:her; nay, her uncle in the countr}% who is a cler- 
gyman and an archdeacon, will have it that she is^ 
iie most accomplished young lady this day in Eng- 
land. But what can a country parson know of ac- 
romplishments ? We who live in the polite circle, 
ire certainly the best judges of those matters. She 
plays well upon the music indeed, and has an im- 
mense pretty voice : but the misfortune is, that 
nrhen she should be dressing for a rout, she is either 
^ractisin^ a lesson, or singing a song; so that I must 
be forced to go without her, or stay till the card- 
:ables are all full. A fig for her accomplishments ! 
[ am sure they have almost broken my heart; and 
[ verily believe I shall be tempted to marry asrain, 
that I may have other children of more toward iy 
lispositioni. It was but last Sunday, afi«r spend- 

L 8 
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ing the evening at cards, at the politest assembly ill 
town (where I would gladly have taken her) that at 
my return home, I found her in her dre^ng-rooniy 
reading a sermon to her maid. I am by no meaoi 
against sermons, Mr. Fitz-Adam ; they do weU 
enough at church ; and when they are enlivened by 
good company, I can endure them as well as any 
body ; but the morning is the time for those sort of 
things, and they ought never to interfere with more 
agreeable amusements. 

The girl has another whim too. Yon must know 
she is naturally of a pale complexion; and for all 
that I can say or do, I cannot prevail upon her to 
lay on a little red, even though she sees every day 
bow becoming it is to Me, who do not need it so 
much : so that she goes into company like a mere 
ghost : but of what sex, if it were not for her pet- 
ticoats, would be hard to determine ; for she is ab- 
solutely covered from head to foot. She had the 
saucincss to tell me the other day, that I wanted 
her to dress and look like a woman of the town. 
I would have you dress and look like a woman of 
the world, Miss, says I ; but to your shame be it 
spoken, there are women of the town who are ca- 
pable of improving you. One may look like a wo- 
man of the town, though one would scorn to act 
like one. 

In this manner, Mr. Fitz-A dam, she talks and be- 
haves. I have threatened her often to expose her 
in the World : but my immense tenderness for her 
has prevailed over my resentment : and to confess 
the truth, I had no other intention when I drew up 
this letter, than only to read it to her, and frigbteqi 
her out of her follies; but her behaviour upon the 
occasion determined me to send it, and to deaire 
your publication of it. * Lord, mamma,' said.sbt, 
^ Mr. Fit9-Adam will think you ridiculing Yourself 
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in4 cbnipliTnenting Me: for if I am really this kind 
of girl, I shall be quite in love with myself. Pray, 
madam, give me the letter, and I'll carry it to Mr. 
Dodsley's with my own hands.' ' No miss/ says 
1, ' a servant will be more punctual, I believe: and 
since you are so in love with your own character, 
it shall go this minute.' 

Favour me so far, sir, as to give it a place in your 
next Thursday's paper; and if you will tell her of 
her absurdity, and how ill suited her behaviour is 
both to her education and her fortune, you will im« 
mediately oblige. Sir, 

Your most odcdient humble servant, 

M. C. 
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^OT long since, 1 met at St. James's coffee-house 
an old acquaintance of mine, sir Harry Prigg ; who 
having been long rusticated, and much altered, I 
should never have recollected, had it not been for 
the information of a fine old coat, in which I re- 
membered him to have made a figure about town 
many years ago. Afler the usual civilities had 
passed between us, amongst many other questions, 
he asked me when I had seen our old school-fellow, 
sir John Jolly^ ? I answered, that I had last summer 
spent some days with him at his country seat, in a 
manner which would have been highly agreeable to 
a person of a more fashionable turn, but was to me 
raiher fatiguing from its excess of gaiety and hospi- 
tality, which, according to my unpolitie taste, were 
by no means consistent with the soft and serious 

• See Number 1S3. 
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pleajiuresof a rural retirement. He said^ he per- 
fectly agreed with me in my sentiments, and passed 
his time in the country in comformity to them : his 
manner of life, he was sure, would exactly suit me, 
and obligingly begged I would make the experi- 
ment, adding, that he should go down in a few nays, 
and would carry me with him in his chariot. I ac- 
cepted his invitation, not so much out of inclina^ 
tion, as curiosity to see a new scene of country 
life, formed on principles so opposite to what I baa 
before experienced, and promised to attend him at 
the time appointed. 

But first it will be proper to give some account 
of the birth, parentage, and education of my friend. 
He came young to his title and a small estate, and 
was soon after sent to the university; where his 
title absurdly giving him the rank of nobility, and 
his estate, though small, an allowance sufficient to 
support that rank at that place ; he there contracted 
an aflectation of grandeur, and a pert kind of self- 
importance, which he has ever since retained, and 
which neither poverty nor solitude has been yet 
able to conquer. Having in two or three years ac- 
quired the usual advantages of that sort of educa- 
tion, such as the arts of sporting, toasting, billiards, 
and coachmanship, he came to London, entered 
into the gay world, and had address and qualifica- 
tions sufncient to introduce himself into what he 
still calls the best company ; that is, the company 
of smarts, bucks, jockeys, and gamesters. Nor was 
he deficient in point of gallantry 5 for he soon com- 
menced an intrigue with the sister of one of these 
his friends. Whether his intentions were at first 
honourable, is not perfectly clear; but he was 
quickly obliged to declare them so, being acquainted 
that a lady of her rank was not to be trifled with, 
and that he must either fight or marry ; the latter 
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of which he courageously chose, as being the most 
daring action of the two. This lady had more gen- 
tility than beauty, more beauty than understandings 
more understanaing than fortune^ and a fortune 
about equal to her reputation. She was tall and 
weH-sh aped, carried her head very high, and being 
the younger daughter of the younger son of the 
first cousin of an Irish baron, looked upon herself 
as a woman of quality. In a little time sir Harry 
heartily hated her for compelling him to marry ; 
and she no less despised him for being compelled : 
80 that finding little happiness at home, they were 
obliged to seek it abroad at plays and niuts, operas 
and gaming-tables, at no small expence. This 
could not continue long ; so that before one winter 
M'as at an end, they discovered that the town -air 
would not agree with them, and so retired to their 
countrv-seat, about forty miles from London ; whi- 
ther I shall now conduct my reader. 

On the morning appointed, I attended early at 
their lodgings in town, where I found the post- 
chariot at the door, and my friend standing by it, 
with a long whip in his hand, ready to mount the 
box ; saying at the same time, that coachmen were 
such insolent and expensive rascals, there was no 
keeping them^ and that therefore he always chose 
to be his own. In the parlour sat my lady, and 
colonel Macshean, a gentleman who had loug been 
very intimate with sir Harry, and not less so with 
her ladyship ; and in the passage stood her French* 
woman, in a sack and long ruffles, with her arms 
full of band-boxes and bundles; which were no 
sooner disposed of in various parts of the chariot, 
than my lady, and myself with a woman on a o w 
stool at our feet, were stuffed into the little room 
that was lef%. Sir Harry mounted the box, his 
valet de chambre rode by, and a snivelling footr 
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boy climbed up behind. Thus the whole fsaoWj, 
with their baggage, and myself into the bargain, 
were conveyed without the expence of either a 
stage coach or a waggon. 

Nothing passed during our journey worth relat*' 
ing. Her ladyship spoke little, and that little was 
only complaints of her bad nerves, and ill state of 
health ; to which, having no expectation of a fee, I 
paid little attention. They both declared that no* 
body but a carrier could dine at an inn, therefore 
they never stopped on the road : so with the assist- 
ance of a fresh pair of horses, that had come 
twenty miles that morning without a bait, abDtit 
min-set we arrived at our journey^s end. The co- 
lonel got there before us, having rode post: fors^r 
Harry frequently declared to us both, that, though 
his friends were welcome, he never entertained 
their horses; that it was not the fashion of that 
country : neither my lord **, nor the duke of ***i 
nor himself, did it. 

It was not long before the dinner made its ap^ 
pearance ; which was so very genteel, that had it 
not been rendered uneatable oy a bad affectation of 
French cookery, it would not have been half suf- 
ficient, after so many miles travelling, and so long 
fasting. At the conclusion we had mead, which 
passed for tokay, and elder wine, which sir Harry 
•wore was the best burgundy in England, and that 
he himself had imported it, in conjunction with a 
noble lord in the neighbourhood. Over a glass of 
this, the cloth being removed, he informed us, 'that 
when the smoke of London, and the bad hours inci- 
dentto keeping good company,would no longeragree 
with his own or his wife's constitution, he ha^ deter- 
mined to seek health and quiet in an elegant retire- 
ment. He had been offered indeed a seat in par- 
liament, and a considerable employment ; but his 
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rajiy cofutitation would not permit hhn to accept 
i the one> nor his sound principles of the other, 
letirement was their object; therefore all they 
breaded was the horrible irruptions of a country 
lei^hbourhood ; but this theyhad happilyprevented. 
rhat indeed on their first coming, every familv 
irithin tea miles rouud> tormented them with their 
tmpertioeat visits ; but they returned none, af- 
fronted them all, and so got rid of them. ' Don't 
yoa think we did right, my dear ?' turning to his 
wife. ' I think, answered she, in a surly and de- 
lected voice, that it is better to forget the use of 
one's tongue^ than to converse with squires' wives 
aad parsons' daughters.' ' You are right, madam ; 
added the coloneJ, with an oath and a loud laugh/ 

* for whatcan one learn in such damned company }' 

* To-xnorrow,' says my friend, addressing himself to 
me, ' you shall see that we want no company, and 
that we^an sufficiently amuse ourselves with build* 
ingaod planting, with improvements and alterations, 
ivhich I dare say will be honoured with your ap- 
l^robatkNB/ 

Accordingly the next morning, as soon as break* 

fast was finished, my lady and the colonel retired 

into her dressing-room •to cribbage, and sir Harry 

and myself to reconnoitre the place. The house 

.staads at the end of a dirty village, and close by it 

ape a few tame deer, impounded in an orchard, to 

which he gives the pompous title of a park. Be- 

lund it a fen, which he calls a piece of water, and 

before it a goose-common, on which he bestows the 

name of a lawn. It was built in that deplorable 

sera of English architecture, which introduced high 

doora, long windows, small rooms, and corner 

chimnies ; and of gardening, which projected gravel 

walks, ciipt yews, and strait lined avenues, with a 

profuaion of brick walls, iron pallisados, and kadea 
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images. But all these defects, and many otbelr8» ht 
has now corrected by a jadicious application of 
modem taste. His doors are so reduced, you cbb- 
not enter \with your baton; and his windows ae 
contracted, that you have scarce light enough to 
find it, if yon pull it off. In the ini<£t of the fn»t» 
one large bow-window is stuck on, resembling i 
piece of whited-brown paper ptaistered on a brokeB 
nose ; and a great room is added behind to dine iO| 
which, was it ever inhabited, would make all the 
little ones appear still less : but having n^ver yet 
been finished, for want both of cash and credit, it 
remains at present only a repository of brokes 
china, a pair of back-gammon tables, and the 
children's play-things. His brick walls are con- 
verted into chimnies and ovens, aUd his yew-trtes 
supply them with faggots : his iron-work is sold fb 
the blacksmiths, and bis heathen gods to tbe 
plumber, for the pious use of covering the pariiii 
church : his gravel walks are sown with grass ; and 
he frequently repeats that frugal, yet genteel maxinii 
that sheep are the best gardeners. His horsepond 
being made serpentine, is become useless, lest it 
should be trod up ; and his fences, being all Chinese, 
are no fences at all ; the horses leaping over, and 
the hogs walking under them at their pleasure. 
The transplanted avenue is expiring in leafless pla- 
toons ; the kitchen-garden, for conveniency, is re- 
moved two furlongs from the house ; and the kitchen 
itself unjustly turned out of doors; for smelling o( 
victuals ; a crime of which it has ever been acquitted 
by the voice of the whole country. 

When our survey was finishea, our amusements 
were all at an end ; for within doors the pleasures 
both of society and solitude were equally wanting. 
Of our conversation I have given a specimen ; and 
books there were none, except a small one contain* 
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ng tunes for the French^horn, belonging lo sir 
[iarry ; and the third volume of Peregrine Pickle, 
ind a methodist prayer-book, the property of her 
ladyship. I began now to wish for a little of my 
Fri<snd sir John's hospitality, of which there was not 
here the least appearance. We heard not of a hu- 
man creature, except by their injuries and insults, 
not altogether indeed unprovokf.d ; for the pantry 
and the cellar, though usually empty, were always 
locked. Strong-beer there was none ; and the small, 
though nobody at home could drink it, was not 
suffered to be given away. The servants vvere al- 
ways out of humour, and frequently changing ; and 
the tradesmen who brought their bills, were paid 
only by a wrangle, or a draft on some tenant who 
owed no rent. There was not a neighbour very 
near except the parson of the parish, and alderman 
Grub, a rich citizen, who had purchased a consider- 
able part of it from sir Harry* With these they 
lived in a state of perpetual hostilities : tliev quar- 
relled with the alderman for presuming to buy an 
estate which they wairted to sell ; and the parson 
quarrelled with them, because he M'as in possession 
of the only living in the gill of sir Harry, and the 
alderman had a much better to dispose of. By the 
encouragement of these good neighbours, and their 
own ill*conduct, consisting of a strange mixture of 
insolence and avarice, of meanness and magnifi- 
cence, they were despised, persecuted, and ufl'ronted 
by all around them. Their pigs were worried, their 
poultry murdered, their dogs poisoned, their game 
destroyed, their hedges broke, and their hay-stacks 
set on fire. They were hissi'd and hooted at ; and 
Dow-and-then a great pair of horns were fixed on 
their gates; an insult at which they were highly en- 
raged, but the meaning of which neither sir Harcy 

VOL. XXIX. M 
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nor my lady, not e^en with tke asBistanceof tbeco-. 
lonely could ever guess at. 

I soon grew weary of this land of contention aod 
Tmeasiness ; and having recourse to the old excoit 
of urgent business^ I took my leave, and went poU 
to town ; reflecting all the way with surprise on the 
ingenuity of mankind, to render tbemiielv«s at obc| 
miserable and ridiculous : and lamenting that the 
happiness and innocence of rural life are now scarce 
any where to be found, but in pastorab and ro* 
mances. 
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I AM never better pleased than when I xan oblige 
a group of correspondents at once. This I am eo' 
abled to do in my paper of to-day. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam . 
Sir, 

The expediency of people^s putting up bilk at 
their doors, who have houses or lodgings to let, is 
so very apparent^ that as often as I walk the streets 
of this metropolis, I wonder that the same practice 
has not prevailed in other instances, and that we do 
not see it written at every door, as often as there 
is occasion. Wanted a coachman, butler, cook, 
chambermaid, &c. By such a method the expence 
of public advertisements would be saved, and every- 
body accommodated in the most expeditious roan- 
xfer. 

But I would by no means confine these bills to 
.iodgew and servants ; there are other want^ whici( 
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"e at least «fftiaT1v pressing, and which it might be 
roper to signify m the same manner. Thus for in« 
ance, at the cioor of an attorney or solicitor, it 
ouW not be amiss if we were to read in large let- 
rs. Wanted Honesty, At the door of a new bene- 
:cd parson. Wanted Humility. At the garret win- 
>w of a poet or author. Wanted a Dinner. At the 
X)r of a man of quality. Wanted Credit, At the 
)or of a patriot, Wanted a Place, At the door of 
bishop. Wanted a House at Lambeth, And at the 
>ors of all great men. Wanted Si)icerity, 

By this method the wants of all mankind would 
» known, and in all probability be relieved more 
tpeditiously than by any other means. 

If yon ffire this proposal a place in your paper, 
311 will oblige the public in general, and in parti- 
flar. 

Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

C. L. 
Mr. FiTz-Ai>AM, 
The following advertisement has lately fallen into 
y hands : and I believe, with a few of your obser- 
itions upon it, it might furnish some enteitiin- 
ent fbr the public, as you hafe already made some 
ty just remarks upon servants, in your paper of 
e fint of January last* 

I am, Sir> ^c. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 
* The grooms of the chambers, butlers, and 
htr servants of persons of quality, concerned in 
rd money, are desired to meet at the society's 
arterly meeting place, St. James's, on Friday the 
th of this instant March, at nine in the morning, 
take under consideration the further duty said 
be iDtended to be laid on cards* 

M 2 
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* Note, It is desired, that no gentleman, &c. he% 
longing to noblemen or others, will enter into any 
agreement with their ladies, as to card-money, &c. 
till after this meeting. The servants of citizens awl 
tradesmen, whose mistresses keep routs, may attend 
if they think proper. 

' The best of teas, French rolls and butter, will 
be provided on the occasion.^ 

To the Author of the World, 

Sir, 

I am married to a haberdasher of small-wares al 
the court end of the town ; and with Heaven's hel|; 
and my own, my husband has been able to lay up t 
few hundreds for our two girls, who are all the chil< 
dren we have. They both serve in the shop ever] 
day in the week but Thursday, when I have a littl< 
assembly in the dining-room, where we amuse our 
selves with a pack of cards. 

Now you must know, sir, that my husband is ver 
much offended at this, and is telling me twent; 
times a day that his customers are neglected, and th 
business of the shop standing still from my fooleria 
as he calls them. I do not deny, sir, that these ai 
semblieson a week-day are a little inconvenient t 
us, and therefore I have some thoughts of changinj 
them to Sunday. To be sure a Sunday's asserabl; 
would be perfectly agreeable on many account! 
In the first place, it would interfere with no sort o 
business. Secondly, it would be much genteelei 
Thirdly, I should see a great deal more company 
and fourthly, my husband and the prentice wooh 
then be at leisure, to attend the tea-table. Bat 
have one doubt about the matter, which is, tbt 
there are envi>us people in the world, who migb 
possibly give out that I am setting up for a persoi 



6{ fashion ; for it is a notion they have got, that 
none bat people of fashion should have ronts on a 
Sunday. At present I am undetermined in this af- 
^r, and am resolved to continue so^ till I. have your 
opinion ; which I beg you will give me as soon as 
pinsible; and 

I am, Snt, 

Your very humble servant, 

Maky Tape. 

In answer to Mrs. Tape, I freely confess that she 
has more substantial reasons for having her rout on 
i Sunday than any lady I know : and whenever I 
p9t my assent to cara meetings on that day, she 
Aall certainly be indulged* 

Mr. Fitz-Adam, 

I have lately made a discovery, which, for the 
good of mankind, I hope you will permit me to 
make public by the means of your paper, 

I must inform you that by the death of an aunt, 
I am lately come to the possession of a fine old ma* 
nor-honse in the conntiy, which on my going thi- 
ther with my family to reside, 1 found so over-run 
With rats, that we were in dangerof being devoured 
by them. You may be sure I left nothing untried 
to rid the house of them ; but they baffled the at- 
tempts of the rat-catchers,, and continued to iii- 
cre'ase rather than diminish ; till all at once, they 
vanished of their own accord, and never visited rac 
afterwards. I was very much puzzled to account 
ror this strange desertion : and it was not till near 
a fortnight had elapsed that 1 was let into the secret 
by a very uncommon and ofleiisive smell, that pro- 
ceeded from the door of an old lumber room. I 
itaimediately entered it, and saw a multitude of rats 
)y\vkg degd'tipmi''the'i!oot. 'On examitvKti^ \\ikVi >^^ 

MS 
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cause, I cast my eyes upon a little drawer, which I 
remembered to have left open in my search after 
some papers of my aunt» and that it was filled with 
various sorts of quack medicines, such as pilh^ 
powders, ointments, and other things, for which she. 
had the highest veneration. This drawer, which 
was quite full when I opened it, was now almost 
empty ; which sufficiently convinced me that I was 
indebted for my deliverance to these medicines; 
but I was cautious of asserting it, till I had tried 
the experiment. For this purpose I procured of a 
rat-catcher half a dozen live rats ; to each of which 
I gave a dif^eren^ medicine. In half an hour and 
three minutes, two of my patients died in convul- 
sions ; the rest were thrown into profuse sweats, vo- 
miting and purging to so violent a degree, that they 
survived their companions but three quarters of an 
hour, and then gave up the ghost in the same con- 
vulsions. 

I was highly pleased with this experiment, as it 
taught me the real use of these excellent medicines; 
and it is with great pleasure that I take this oppor- 
tunity of recommending them to all captains of 
ships, maltsters, meal -men, and farmers, and to 
those gentlemen and ladies who live in old 
houses. 

I am. Sir, 

Yotar constant reader and humble servant, 

G.H. 

P. S. By a second experiment, I have discovered 
that one of these pills, pounded or crumbled, will 
destroy twenty mice. They majr also be of excel* 
lent use in thinning a poor family of young chil*- 
dren, being thus pounded or bruised, and spread ia 
•mall quantities upon their bread and bytttr. 
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ball conclude this paper with a very ingenious 
piece* which is just now communicated to me 
y good friend Mr. Dodsley, and which shews 
an agr^ble and elegant use a man of taste 
memory may make of his reading. It was 
m together by a member of a society of gen- 
n^ who meet once a year to celebrate the birth- 
f Shakspeare, and is as follows : 

ON THE 

BIRTH-DAY 

OF 

SHAKSPEARE, 

A CENTO. 

TAKEN FBOM HIS WORKS. 

Naturi, ipti valere, et mentii viribus excitari» 
et quati quo<Unn divino spiritu affiari. 

CxeExo. 

— — Peace to thii meeting, 

ndfair time, health and good wishes, 

worthy friends, the cause why we are met^ 
celebration qfthe day that gave 
rial Shakspeare to this favoured isle ; 
nost replenished sweet work of nature, 
hfrom the prime creation e'er she framed, 
u divinest nature ! how thyself thou blason'st 
1 (ky son ! formed in thy prodigality, 
fid thy mirror up, and give the time 
ryform and pressure ! When he speaks 

aged ear plays truant at his tales, 
younger hearings are quite ravished; 
luble is his discourse Gentle 
jfikyr blowing underneath the violet, 
fagging its sweet head-^Yet as rough, 
MU blood enchaff'd) as the rude wind. 



Thai lyH^top doih take the mmmtainpine, 

And make km stoop to t¥ taie^^'llts ufonderfid 

Thai an mristMr instinct shouldJravK him 

7b loyalty, mdeam*d ; honottr untangkt ; 

CivUiiy, noi seen in other ; hiawkd^e 

That wildly grows in him, hut yields a crop 

As if it had been soicn, fVhat a piece of work t 

How noble in faculty ! h^nite in reason / 

A combination and a form indeed. 

Where ev'ry god did seem to set his seal. 

Heaven has him now^^Yet let our idolatrous fancy 

Still sanctify his relics ; and this day 

Stand aye distinguished in the kalendar 

To the last syllable of recorded time: 

For if we take him but for all in all 

We ne'er shall look tqkon his like again* 
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To Mr. Fitz*Adam* 
Sir, 

You have reading and experience enough to know* 
that some of the greatest ornaments and conve- 
niencies of life owe their rise to inconsiderable be^ 
giniiings ; and on the contrary, that little abuses and 
inistakes, by continual repetitions and aggrava- 
tions, have grown into calamities, which have se- 
verely exercised, as well the wisdom, as the patience 
of mankind. In this light it is hoped the following 
petition will be considered. It was not drawn up 
barely to amuse your readers for five or six mi- 
nutes, but with a view to very important conse- 
quences that may possibly be derived from it. Yonr 
labours sufficiently intimate that you consider yonr 
species atone great family, of which you are i 
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member, and consequently under an obligation to 
countenance every thing that has a tendency to it* 
advancement. It is for that rea<K>n application if 
made to you. 

I am, ^in, 
Your constant reader and humble servant, 

THE 

HUMBLE PETITION 

O F 

ALL THE LETTERS IN THE ALPHABET, 

Except E. and O. 

Sheweth, 

That your petitioners cannot, without great vio- 
lence to their modlesty, insist upon any thing that 
nay reflect honour upon themselves ; but the ne- 
cessity of the case will plead their excuse ; and 
therefore they beg leave most humbly to represent, " 
that in conjunction with E and O, tliey have been 
for many ages, in a great part of the world, the only 
support of the whole intercourse of human life. 
By them men have been enabled to converse whea. 
they meet, and to communicate their thoughts to- 
each other at any distance. By them the social vir- 
tues exist, are multiplied and improved, to a degree 
not easily conceived by those who, either from ig- 
norance, or a too constant familiarity, arc apt to 
contract a sort of contempt for objects of th^ 
greatest use. 

The body which your petitioners almost entirely 
compose, is known to consist of but few indivi- 
duals ; and the business they are employed in is in- 
finite: yet no transaction has ever suffered from 
«ny defect in them. Under proper direction^ they 



never fail to execute what is intfetided, thoagh im 
the coarse of their service, circamstances freqaenfly 
^cur of the nicest and most delicate nature. By 
their intervention contending princes dispute their 
claims of empire. Upon them dopend divines^ 
statesnrfen^ lawyers, and physicians ; all professional 
all trades ; and with their assistance the beggar aski 
his alms. An influence more extensive, more uni- 
versal, is hardly to be imagined : so many and so 
great are the purposes answered by your petitioners: 
a society that does more honour to the species, than 
all others put together. 

But the utility and importance of yourpetrtioncflr 
have, for their foundation, a perfect harmony and 
good understanding among themselves ; inasmuch 
as the least dissension may prove of ^tal conse* 
quence : for should any one of them withdraw hii 
assistance from the rest, thetr activity, which qua* 
Kfies them for all employments, would in a moment 
cease, and they must become, in the strictest sense 
of the words, dead letters. 

Nevertheless so it is, that certain persons, either 
through folly or perverseness, have opened a door 
to discord, an enemy ever upon the watch, and that 
must inevitably prevail, if a speedy and effectual 
iftop be not put to a practice, which has for many 
years had its favourers in the greatest and most po- 
lite assembly of this metropolis. A thousand wit^ 
nesses might be produced to prove, that at every 
. Ridotto, part of tne company is seated at a round 
table, which has a hollow moveable circle in tb€ 
middle, with a declivity from the center, and itt 
circumference divided into little separate cavitiesor 
cells, distinguished by the letters £ and O, placed 
over them alternately : the hollow circle is put in 
motion, and a small ivory ball thrown upon it in fl 
contrary direction } after several turns, the inclina* 
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Ml of the surface carries the ball down towards 
le cayities prepared for its reception, in one of 
iiich, having rebounded several times, it at last 
ssts^ and the parties concerned in this interesting 
pent succeed or fail, as they chance to have .chosen, 
r not, the letter under which the ball happens to 
fttle. 

Now, sir, the grievance complained of by yoqr 
etiAiooers is, that the game should he whoUy and 
isolulely governrd by £ and O, and derive its 
ame from those letters alone. All impartial judges 
ill acknowledge the preference to be an undue one, 
nee all your petitioners are equally qualified for the 
TV ice, ready to undertake it, and have spirit enough 
• jclaina a share in the honour. 
There is indeed, and there must of necessity be, 
precedence in the order oF the alphabet; but this 
IS never yet been understood to denote any supe- 
or excellence ; and granting it did, the two asso- 
ates in power cannot avail themselves of that 
rcumstance, because all who know their letters, 
id are capable of counting not quite twenty, will 
id the former of them in the fifth, and the latter 
. the fourteenth place. Like other favourites 
erefore, they have been advanced, not for their 
erit, but altogether from caprice. 
The disadvantages of this practice are evident to 
1. The few who are well established in reading, 
jT a perpetual and close attention to E and O only, 
ay entirely forget your petitioners, and by that 
eans lose all the advantages of a learned education. 
A to the many, who have every thing to learn, the 
inger is, that not one of them will be prevailed oa 
» go a step beyond O, which must absolutely defeat 
lose expectations which the public may have formed 
om the rising.generation. 
't'he remedy for these evils is however easy tftd 
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ceitatn : it is only tu have the letters over the caH 
ties made to slide on and off, and to proyide i 
complete alphabet of them ; then, beginning wttl 
A and B, let ti)em govern fbr a certain time ; nen 
C and D are to preside, and in this manner a regii< 
lar rotation is to take place. The use of this con 
trivance must be obvious to every body, as a thmi 
sand things might be taught in this way, whici 
it would be hopeless to attempt in any otbe 
.whatsoever. 

Your petitioners, submitting the premises to yon 
consi deration, humbly pray such relief, as to yon 
great wisdom shall seem meet. 

A.B. 

CD. 

F.G. 

H.I. 

K.L. 

M.N. 

P. a 

R. S. 
T.U. 
W.X. 
Y.Z. 
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It has been remarked by certain wise phi losophen 
that men are strangely apt to err in their notioo 
<iof good and evil, virtue and vice. . They tell ustbs 
we have no adequate idea of those word«, but ar 
continually mistaking and confounding them, callin 
good evil, and evil good, virtue vice, and vice vii 
tue. One of these philosophers has very latel 
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iirovered that the contentions, misfortunes, and 
liseries of mankind are wholly owing to govern* 
lent and laws, and that a state of anarchy and 
(infusion, where the weak are at the mercy of the 
:rong, and the simple of the cunning, is the only 
jite of concord, security, and happiness. 

Another of these philosophers, who seems rather 
iclined to new model governments, than totally to 
ibyert them, has proved to the satisfaction of mul- 
tudes, that fraud, luxury, corruption, and all the 
italogue of vices (as men are mistakenly pleased 
I call them) are the only means to make a com- 
mnity great, flourishing, and happy ; and on the 
>atrary, that frugality, temperance, continence, 
ad the like, which are vulgarly termed virtues, 
md finally to its destruction. 

For my own part, I was not philosopher enough 
I my youth to investigate these deep truths ; and 
ow I am old, I ^d myself so bigotted to former 
lioions, as not easily to perceive that rapes, mur- 
ira, and adulteries, are beneficial to society, or 
lat a state of nature is better calculated for the 
reservation of property, or the ease, peace, and 
ippiness of mankind, than government and laws, 
ut lest it should be said of me, that from the 
sevishness and obstinacy of age, I am shutting my 
fes against the light, I will freely confess that I am 
;tely become a convert to some other opinions, 
hich I formerly held in equal disesteem. I had 
mg accustomed myself to look on Gaming as a 
ice; and as such I have frequently treated it in 
le course of these papers : but I am now fully con- 
inced of my error, and that i ought to have con* 
dered it as a national virtue, and productive of 
lore advantages to society than any other what- 
>ever. That my readers may entertain the same 
pinion, I shall here present them with a letter 
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Mirhich I have lately r«ceii^ed /rom m vary ingciiioiii 
correspondent^ whose reasoning upon tbu «abjec^ 
is too conclusive to be opposed. 



To Mr. FiTt-AoitM. 
Sir, 

I )iope you will not think it inc^jMi^tepft with the 
manner in which you have proposed .to ooailttc^ 
your paper, to lay before tbe public the connpiUitati 
of your correspondents, relating to that part •of th« 
world you more immediately preside over ; fi^pe^ 
cially as you have declared youj: design to inter- 
pose, whenever the critical eiae^rgeiicief of your 
couatry shall require your assistance. 

You, who are acquainted wjth public |>roceeA» 
ings, must have taken notice of the additional tasei 
that have been laid iipoQ .^ards and dice ; b^y whjrt 
it is justly apprehended, that tbe profits ^trjsiBg 
from the honou rable occupations dependent :thereoi 
will be greatly impeded. Whatever satisfactiof. |,l 
gloomy and splenetic minds (always dispoM to L 
anticipate the ruin of the kingdom) may express,! L 
assure you, I cannot help considering, this afiair L 
with the most painful concern ; and I doubt not my L 



easons will be equally convincing to you. 

At a time when the perfidious enemies of oor 
(Country have rendered all foreign trade precarioof 
and uncertain, to what happier resources can we 6y 
than the commerce of game ? By what means js the 
.circulation of money, the life and spirit of trade, 
more speedily promoted ? What other business can 
boast of such large returns ? and (with honour b£ 
it mentioned) what debts in any other kind of cooo* 
p^exce. ari9 more puoctually disctha^rged ? How 



1 
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■npMigly do the various fluctaations of fortune 
hMTulcate fortitude, courage, resignation, and a 
Boble contempt of death ! virtues for which the 
proficients in this science have been greatly re- 
nowned. What better method could be found out 
hr humbling the grandeur, and diminishing the 
over-grown revenues of our nobility and gentry, 
than by blending their manners and fortunes with 
the lowest of their fellow-creatures ? Nor is it the 
keast praise of this profession, that the fair sex are 
<f(lalified to make a figure in it, and to exert those 
itriking talents which we seem so solicitous to ex- 
elade from many of the arts of life. By a constant 
application to gaming, they gradually wear off the 
killing brightness of those eyes, and the overpower- 
ing splendour of those charms, which would other- 
vise be destractiTe to many thousands of mankind. 
^ Hence they are taught kindness and condescension, 
and rendered graciously accessible to the company 
and caresses of every adoring swain. I might ob- 
ilerye farther, thatwhiKs the merchant and fradesmanr 
are conti^cting a narrow avaricious turn of mind, 
ft haughty contempt, and a supercilious air, the 
gallant spirits who have espoused this genteel com- 
merce, acquire an engaging freedom of conveTKation, 
ft boundless generosity of nature, and an inimitable 
politeness of manners. 

If the political advantages of gaming are de« 
manded of me, I answer, that it secures our money 
TK the kingdom, and keeps it in perpetual circula- 
tion. Can there be a more convincing demonstra- 
tfon of the dangerous consequences of foreign trade, 
than that the riches of the kingdom are exhausted 
by it, and the national current wealth, according to 
the opinion of some wise calculators, reduced from 
lorty millions to twelve ? not to mention the ini>* 
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portation of the various follies, fashions, and poi*. 
sons, which expose, infatuate, and destroy souiaay 
of our deluded countrymen. Can any other argu- 
ment be necessary to procure an unlimited indul- 
gence to a commerce, from whence so many advaii- 
tageii spring, and which is so evidently conducive 
to the public good ? . 

If it should be objected, thU many persons of 
plentiful incomes are reduced to poverty by gaming. 
I should be glad to know what employments in life 
are totally exempted from misfortune, »n<l how 
many bankrupts are recorded in our public chro- 
nicles, who despairing to rise in the m orld by the 
vulgar method of trade, have had recour^^e to this 
genteel profession, and quickly retrieved their 
fortunes. 

It would be easy to mention many more circum- 
stances in praise of so noble a commerce, if it wm 
in the least necessary : I doubt not of the concur* 
renceof all men of genius and spiritin these my senti- 
ments ; and I hope the legislature will hencei^orward 
look with favour on an art, in which the politeness 
the morale, the constitution, and the riches of thii 
kingdom are so greatly concerned ; and instead ol 
discouraging it with severe taxes, and heavy ba^ 
thens, will contribute every thing to its advance- 
ment. To this end I cannot present you with a 
better proposal, than, * that all those who can 
bring suQicient proof of their having lost from one 
thousand to one hundred thousand pounds, shall be 
maintained at the public expence, and rewardtfd 
for their patriotism, in sacrificing their fortune n 
disinterestedly for the good of their country.' 

If you shall please to communicate these thoughts 
to the public, and recommend them by some argu- 
mentii of your own, I shall think you that frieudol 
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iie w<»rkl fon preiteiid to be, and may possibly gire 
ymt Mine future adrices^ wbicb may not be uih 
#ortby yoQr liOtiG^. 

I lUn^ Sir, 

Your nncere friend, 
mnd hearty admirer. 

Jack Lovebox. 
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A YBiiT facetious friend of mine was observing 
the otber day, tbat he could always discover with 
jpeat certainty the shape, height, and complexion 
of any man's wife in company, by calling for h\§ 
toast. If he gives 3^u a lean woman, depend upon 
it, says he, his wife is a fat one ; or if he drinks hiaf 
bsmper to a beauty of fine height and complexion, 
you may safely conclude that the lady at home is 
little and swarthy, and so on : for, continues he, I 
have ever found it to be true, that when a man has 
been married a full half year, he will be the con- 
ifcant admirer of all other women, in proportion m 
tbey differ from his own wife. 

1 wish with all my heart there was no colour of 
troth in this remark ; but I am afraid that the wives 
of the generality of men, like their other possessions, 
atre apt to pall a little upon their hands. Fine For- 
tnnes, fine houses, fine gardens, and fine equipages^ 
bridg but little enjoyment to their owners; insomuch 
that we are every day breaking the tenth com- 
mandment, by eoveeirig out neighbottr's hcmse, oiif 
itiMhomr^i Miife^ or atvf Mng that u ^r neighbwr'M* 
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Whence this perverseness of mankind ariaes, I 
will not take upon roe to detennine. My friendi 
who never thinks enough to perplex himself^ layi 
the fault upon human nature* He asserts that men 
are in every respect just what they were intended 
to be, and that we have the same reason to be 
angry with a bear for not being a man^ as with t 
man for having the imperfections of one. 

That we are frail by nature is too certain a truth ; 
but the comfort is^ that He who made us so does 
not expect perfection from us, and will pardon 
errors that do not proceed from wilful corruption, 
and obstinate disobedience. 

There is a humourous fable of the ancients upon 
the general frailty of mankind, which as I have ne?er 
seen in English, I have ventured to modernize and 
translate for the entertainment of my r^^ders. 

' Jupiter, afUr he had seized the throne of 
Saturn, conquered the Titans, and made the uni* 
Terse his own, leh the government of this lower 
world, and the affairs of mankind, to the inferior 
deities. Each had his separate votaries, and no 
one was to interfere in the department of another. 
Mars was captain-general of the soldiery of all 
nations, Neptune was lord high admiral, Bacchus 
presided over clubs and festivals. Mercury over 
trade, Apollo over wit and physic, Minerva over, 
learning, Venus and the Graces over beauty, Juno 
Of er marriage, Diana over chastity, and so on. 

* In the first ages of the world the affairs of men 
seemed to be in a very flourishing condition ; but the 
face of things began gradually to change, till at last 
a ffeneral depravity prevailed over the face of tb« 
whole earth. The gods, finding themselves unequal 
to the task imposed upon them, and angry with 
mankind, petitioned Jupiter to take the ffovcrn- 
ment. of them into his own hands ; but he downed 
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it their request, commanding them to proceed as 
they had begun, and leave the consequences to 
himself. The deities, perplexed at their repulse^ 
conveued a council among themselves, in which it 
was agreed that they should draw up a second peti« 
tiou to Jupiter, that for the better understandings 
the nataie of mankind, they should have leave to 
pay a visit to the world, and to take upon them foe 
a time the several natures of their votaries. Jupiter 
laughed, and consented to their petition, but with 
this particular limitation, that they should be en- 
tirely divested of supernatural powers, and that aa 
they were, to personate mortals, they should h% 
subject to their frailties. 

' The deities consented to the will of Jupiter^ 
and having deliberated on the several parts they 
were to act, made their descent upon the earth.. 
Mars bought himself a pair of colours in the guards, 
and beiug a gay> handsome young fellow, aud i| 
great fevourite of the ladies, was quickly advanced- 
to the command of a company. His equipage was 
the most splendid that could be imagined ; hn 
dressed, danced, gamed, and swore to the utmost 
p«rfection ; he knocked down watchmen and ccn-. 
stables, drew his sword upon chairmen and waiters, 
laughed at the parsons, bilked whores and hackney* - 
coachmen, cheated taylors and lacemen, stormed, 
towns at every tavern, and saluted at the head of 
his company with inimitable grace. But having 
unfortunately seduced t^e wife of his friend, ana 
being called out on the occasion, he chose to de** 
cline fighting, and was broke for cowardice. 

' Neptune was a hardy rough tar, and got early 
the command of a £ixty<giin ship. He attacked; 
the trade of the enemy wirh great intrepidity, and 
took prizes of immense value. His prudence was 
«qual to his coui-age ; inasmuch a;i his ship, was 



never known to suffer by the eneiBjr^ ikol, or S 
man to die on board her of a violent deaths Bnt atf 
Neptane was now no more than a man, and therefmi 
liable to error, he had the niisfortane to mistilM 
his Admiral's signal to attack, for a signal toshMT 
off, and happening to have no intef est at court, wtf 
disabled fiom service, and sent to live upon hvt 
fortune. 

'Bacchus was a country 'souife, and tk great 
sportsman ; he got drunk every day, and debanclMJ 
all the wives and daaghters of bis tenants aai 
■eighbours ; till being reduced by his extravagance, 
and driven to various shifls, he at last 4irew beef 
in a night-cellar to hackney-coachmen and stiest* 
walkers. 

' Mercury was a Knen-draper in the city, and 
acquired a plentiful fortune by being three timei 
a bankrupt ; but happening to be discovered in ft 
fourth attempt, he was stript of all his wealth, aUid 
very narrowly escaped hanging, (le was afterwards 
captain of a gang of thieves, and at last recalled tv 
heaven from the condemned hold in Newgate. 

'Apollo commenced mortal in the charaetef 
of a physician, and so peopled the shades of Phlto 
with souls, that the boat of Charon became crazy by 
their weight. Jupiter grew incensed at his mutoet^ 
and commanded him to begin the world again in ft 
more innocent calling. Apollo obeyed, and becaiM 
a wit. He composed loose sonnets and plays i he 
libelled the good, flattered the bad, blasphemed the 
gods, and was patronized by the great : b<lt unhap* 
pily standing in need of their assistance, they witn- 
drew their favours, and left him to starve in a gar- 
ret on the bounty of the booksellers. 

'Minerva was a lady of fine parts and leariH 
ing, but a great slattern. She never stuck a piaift 
h#r clothes, nor changed them till they w«re out 
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ler linen was stained with ink, ber hatr uncombed 
ler petticoats falling off, her stockings full of holes, 
ind her feet slip-shod. She talked in syllogisms, 
vrote in heroics, and married her footman. 

< Venus, who while a goddess had always a ban- 
tering afler moi-tal flesh and blood, was highly 
pleased with this descent upon earth. She assumed 
the form of a beautiful girl of fourteen, took lodgings 
ia Covent Garden, and dealt out her favours libe- 
rally to all visitors. Her state of mortality was so 
sQited to her inclinations, that heaven and the god- 
desses were never thought of, till the loss of her nose 
made her sigh for immortality. 

' Diana was a great pmde all day, but had ber 
Endymions by moon-light. It is reported of her, 
that she was eleven times brought to bed» without 
iieing able once to give the least probable guess at 
be father of the child. 

* Of Juno it is only said, that she scolded seven 
lusbands to death; and of the graces, that they 
vere exceeding neat girls till they married, and 
iluts afterwards. 

' Having staid the limited time upon earth, they . 
Nere all summoned to heaven iu their human forms 
md habits, to make their appearance before the 
iirone of Jupiter. Mars and Neptune made a tole- • 
rable figure, but looked a little shy. Bacchus had a 
blue apron on, and a string of pewter pots thrown 
Eurross his shoulder. Mercury appeared fettered and 
liand-cuAed : he had a woollen cap upon his head, 
a nosegay in his hand, and a halter about his neck« 
ApoUo was full-drest in a suit of rusty black, a tyc* 
wig, a silver hilted-sword, roll-up stockings, deep 
ruffles, but no shirt : his features were begrimed 
with snuff, and his mouth crammed with tobacco^ 
As Minerva approached to make her curt'sy, Jupi 
ter held his qose, and beckoned her to keep aloaC. 
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tcflling her that for the futore he w<$0ld liare nd 
learned ladies upon earth. Venus held ker hit ht* 
fore her face, till Jupiter commanded herto uiicover. 
He then inquired after her nose^ and asked tf the 
gin she had drank that morning was right Holland's. 
Diana complained much of a dropsy ; upoit ^ich 
Jupiter laughed, and promised to send Lnctna to 
cure her ; adding, that he hoped she had good times. 
Juno looked angry at not being first taken notice of, 
which upon Jupiter's observing, he gave her a gra^ 
cious nod, and assured her that every one of hef 
hufbands was quiet in Elysium. The Graces would 
have apologized for their dishabille, but Jupitet 
prevented them, and told them with a smile that he 
would have no marriages in heaven. He then re- 
stored them all to their divinities, and after ridica* 
ling and rebuking' them for their mtfnnimAgs and 
curiosity, dismissed them to their several charge^ 
telling them that they were now enabled to make 
allowances for the frailties andimperfection^ of hu- 
man nature, having experienced in their ownf per'' 
sons, that he had peopled the world with Men^ and 
not Gods.* 
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It was with great satisfaction that I attended to the 
declaration of war against France, havii^^ for above 
a twelvemonth past been sensibly hurt in my owit 
private property by the people of that nation. Yet 
injured as I was, I concealed my resentment while 
there was the least expectation of peace, that it 
■light not be said of me, I had GOAtributed/ bf 
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•Dy compfeiote of my own, to the inrolving my 
country in a hazardous and expensive war. 

£Tery*body knows^thattill within these two years, 
]Dr tbeveabouts, it was a general fashion for the la* 
diesio wear hair upon their heads; and I had piqued 
jDyself not a little on the thoughts that these my pa- 
fliArs had been of considerable service towards curl- 
ing the said hair. I had indeed long ago discovered, 
that yery few ladies ^f condition could spare time 
aad attention enough from the various avocations 
lOf dress, visiting, assemblies, plays, operas, Ranelagh 
und Vauxhall, to read over a paper that contained 
«) les9 than six pages in folio ; but as the demand 
Imt the World was still very considerable, i con* 
ien^ed jp^ysdf with knowing that I was every week 
iidoraing their heads, though I could not be permit* 
Aed to impirove their understandings; and it was a 
pfurtieiilar pleasure tome in all public assemblies, to 
(JMok that the finest faces there were indebted to the 
goodness of ^my paper for setting them ofi*. So long 
%B the ^Eishion of hair continued (and to say the 
Iruih, I never so much as dreamed that it was so 
«oou to change) I depended on the custom of the 
Unur and polite ; but by the instigation of French 
liair-cutters, whom the ministers of their monarque 
have sent to this metropolis in pure spite to me, the 
ladies have been prevailed on to cut their hair clo8« 
to their temples, to the great diminution of the sale 
of theae papers. 

It was formerly a very agreeable amusement to 
me to look in at Mr. Dodsley^s on a Thursday 
Vkoming, and observe the great demand for these 
my lucubrations ; but though the same demand con- 
tinues among the men, I have frequently the mor- 
itification of hearing asmart footman delivering a mes- 
«age in the shop, ' that his lady desires Mr. Uodsley 
mi s#ad her in «p inoFe Woau>s, for that sha hti 
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cut off her hair, and shall have no occasion for 
them anv longer.* 

Nobody, will, I believe, make the lea.st doubt that 
my principal view in this work was to amend the 
morals and improve the understandings of my hU 
low-subjects ; but I will honestly conTess, that ever 
since the commencement of it, I have entertained 
6ome distant hopes of laying up a fortune sufficient 
to support me in my old age ; and as money isatw 
low an interest, I intended making a small purchase 
in some retired and pleasant part of England, that I 
might have devoted my labours to the cultivatioD 
of land, after having weeded men's minds of what- 
ever choaked the growth of virtue and good man- 
ners. This I do not yet despair of effecting, as I am 
not without hopes, that while we are at open war 
with France, the ladies will conceive such a dislike 
to the fashions of their enemies, as to let their hur 
grow again. If this cannot speedily be brought 
about, I must be forced to apply to the ministets 
for some lucrative employment, in return for that 
indulgen(;e and complaisance which I have at all 
times shewn them. It is impossible for sne to con- 
ceive that my merits have been overlooked, thougb 
they have been hitherto unrewarded ; and I makeuc 
kind of doubt that I need only present myself a 
their levees, to be asked what post I would chusc 
They do not want to be assured that I am as will- 
ing as able to assist them in all emergencies ; or 
which is still better, to vindicate their condac 
against all opposers, to stifle clamours in their birti 
to convert fears to hopes, complaints to approba 
tion, and faction to concord. 

But as I do not at present recollect any partica 
lar post of honour and profit that would better soi 
methan another, and knowing that the abusersofw 
administration are first to be provided for, I an 



Willing to accept of a handsome ram of money, till 
lomething else may be done : or if a seat iu par Ha* 
ment with a proper qualificatiooi be thought iiecefl-> 
aary for me, I entirely acquiesce, as my eloquence in 
the house most be of sienal service in all critical 
conjunctures. It would also be perfectly agree- 
able tome, if the government wei*e to take off week*- 
ly twenty or thirty thousand of my papers, and cir^ 
cnlate them among their friends; or if they object 
to such an expence, and should discover no incli- 
nation to oblige me in any of the particulars above-» 
mentioned, I humbly intreat^ that in lieu of the de* 
predations made upon me by the French iiair-cutters^ 
and in consideration of my firm attachment to his ma^ 
jesty'afamily and government, orders be immediately 
issued from the lord steward's office, the board of 
green-cloth, or elsewhere, thatheucefor^-ard all the 
tarts, pyes, pastry, and contectionary of any kind 
whatsoever, appertaining to hi^s majesty's household* 
be constantly baked upon these papers. This would 
be making me sufficient aniendsi and greatly en- 
courage me to continue this useful work, till a per* 
feet library might be made of it, which otherwise 
must have an end before an hundred volumes can 
be completed. 

That the ministry may enteitaln just nolinns of 
the efficacy of my good work, I shall here present 
them with some few of those offers, which are almost 
daily made by private persons. 

A lady who has lately opened a new bagnio in 
Covent-garden, assures me in a letter, that if fwill do 
her the favour to recommend her in the World, I 
shall not only have ttie run of her house, but every 
one of her young ladies shall be obliged to tak«^ in 
my paper as long as it lasts. A grocer in the tinand 
hsAsent me a pound of his best tea, ai.il proiu.ses 
to wrap up every ounce he sells, as also ail his sugars 
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mod spicc« in fUgne papers, if I VHff Iratadiir hhn so 
ikr as to make mention of him in any one of them; 
H^ zdd'i ill a postcript that his vrife and five daugh*- 
tcrs, who do a great deal of vrork, make all dieir 
Hiread-papers of Woklds. 

But a mtyre iQaterial ofier stilly and which I bhTt 
therefore re«ervi;d for the last^ is contained in th( 
fettowing letter. 

To Mr. Frra-AoAM. 

EfiTXEMED Friend, 

This is to acqnunt thee that ive ^re ihalrer^ bF 
pins on the bridge called London-bridge^ and thid 
We have each of ns given a conside^ble portion of 
inoney for the good-will of the h^bitatiotas wherein 
%e make abode : but by an act of the legislature 
tetely passed, the said habitations are speed rty to bt 
polled down, and their dwellers to be forced to re- 
nove to other alxxles. If thou art in the least 
acquainted with traffic, thou canst hot be ignotaiit 
rff the benefits that accrue from an old drtablished 
fchop, in a street where the principal dealers in any 
particular commodity are known to dwell; ihasroncD 
as when thou wantest a silken garment for thy wife, 
thou wouldst repair to the habitations of Kound- 
•fcourt or Ludgate-hill ; or if thy linen was rent, tbon 
wouldst doubtless resort to Cheapside or Cornhill \ 
in like manner, if thy helpmate or thy maid^ 
Wanted pins, thou wouldst not fail, if thou wert Wise, 
to take thy walk to London-bridge. Btit by the act 
kbove-nanied, thy friends are e'xiled fiiohi thieilr 
\lwel1ings, and compelled to sojourn in a strange 
street, where even their names are unknown. Mr* 
therefore request it of thee, if the rulers of the land 
behold tiiee with regard, that thou wilt apply thy^ 
self speedily to obtain a repeal of this act ; wnerein 
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if thou succc^ijleiit^we yrill buy up thy weekly labours 
io r«aiAs> and stick all our pios therein^ so that tby 
mane shall be known far and wide, and thy da^f^ 
prosperous in the land. 

If thou art a weli-wisber to thyself^ thou \vilt u^ci 
thy best endeavours for the service of 
Thy friends, 

Ephraim MmiKiKj 
Malachy Shobtwhite, 
Obadiah M idling, 

UeZEILIAH LoNGPiN, &C. &C. 

After duly deliberating upon this proposal, I am 
^clined to trouble the government no further ^ 
present, than to request the repeal of this act;» 
which if they are so kind as to grant me, my papers 
will asain find their way to the dressing-rooms of 
the laones, in spite of the intrigues of France, an4 
^er emissaries the hair->cutters. 



No. 184. THURSDAY, JULY 8, 1756. 

1 WAS always particularly pleased with that scene 
in the first part of Harry the fourth, where the hu- 
mourous sir John Falstafi' after upbraiding the 
prince with being the corrupter of his morals, and 
resolving on amendment, forms a very reasonable 
wish ' to know where a commodity ot food names 
may be bought/ It happens indeed a little unfor« 
tunately, that he immediately relapses into his old 
courses, and enters into a scheme for a robbeiy 
that night, which he endeavours to justify, by calling 
it his trade: * Why, Hal/ says, he, ' 'tis my vo- 
cation, Hal : 'tis no sin for a man to iabour 

»his YOCAtlON.' 

02 
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As often as this passage has oc^curred to mt, I 
could not help thinking that if we were to look 
narrowly into the conduct of mankind, we should 
find the iat kni^ht^s ezcime to have a more general 
influence than is commonly imagined. It should 
seem as if there were certain degrees of dishonesty, 
which were allowable, and that most occupations 
have an acknowledged latitude in one or more parti- 
culars, where men may be rogues with impunity, 
and almost without blame. 

It will be no difficult task to illustrate the trddl 
of this observation, by scrutinizing into the conduct 
of men of all ranks, orders, and professions. This 
shall be the subject of to-day's paper ; and I shall 
begin where it is always good manners to begin, 
with my betters and superiors. 

The tyrant, who to gratify his ambition^ depopn- 
lates whole nations, and sacrifices the lives of 
millions of his subjects to his insatiable desire of 
conquest, is a glorious Prince; destruction if 
bis TRADE, and he is only labouring in his 

VOCATION. 

The statesman, who spreads corruption over a 
country, and enslaves the people to enrich himself, 
or aggrandize his master, is an able minister; 
OPPRESSION is his calling, and it is no sin in him 
to labour in his vocation. 

The patriot, who opposes the measures of the 
statesman; who rails at corruption in the house, 
and bawls till morning for his poor bleeding coun- 
try, may, if admitted to a post, adopt the pnnciples 
he abhorred, and pursue the measures he con- 
demned ; such a one is a trader in power, aind 
only labouring in his vocation. 

The condescending patron, who, fond of follow- 
ers and dependants, deals out his smiles to all 
about him, and buys flattery with promises; who 
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I the needy wit by the hand, and assures hini 
protection one hour, and forgets that he has 
e«n him the next^ is a great man ; deceit 

rOCATION. 

! man in office, whose perquisites are wrung 
he poor pittances of the miserable, and who 
es himself by pillaging the widow and tho 
1, receives no more than his accustomed 
aiid is only labouring in his tocation. 
: divine, who subscribes to articles that he 
lot believe ; who neglects practice tor pro- 
ij and God for his Grace; who bribes ^ 
ss, or sacrifices a sister for preferment ; who 
les faith without works, and damns all who 
from him, may be an orthodox divine, and 

ABOURING in his VOCATION. 

I lawyer, who makes truth falsehood, and false- 
ruth ; who pleads the cause of the oppressor 
t the innocent, and brings ruin upon the 
led, is a man of eminence m the world, and 
ompanion of honest men : lying is his 
y and he is only labouring in his yoca- 

: physician, who visits you three times a day 
rase that he knows to be incurable: who 

his assistance to the poor, and writes more 
i apothecary than the patient, is an honest 
rian, and only labouring in his vocatiok. 

fine lady of fashion, who piques herself upon 
rtue, perhaps a little too much ; who attends 
mon every Sunday, and prayers every week- 
end who if she slanders her best friends, does 
r to reform them, may innocently indulge 
^ in a little cheating at cards ; she* has 
t her vocation. 

tradesman, who assures you uponliis honest 
h|^ he will ^eal justly with you| yet sells yog 

■' oi • "■ ' 
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bis wont commodities at the highest price^ and { 
exolts at over-reaching you, is a good man, and 
only LABOVRiN'G in his tocation. 

The inhdel, who« fond of an evil ^me, woatd 
rob yt'U of a religion that inculcates virtue, and 
insures fiappiness as its reward ; who laughs at an 
bereatter, and takes from you the only expectation 
that can make life endurable, is a dealu in 
TBUTH, and only labouring in his vocATioy. 

The author, who to insure a sale to bis works, 
throws out his slander against the good, and poisons 
the young and Tirtuous by tales of wantonness and 
indecency, is a warrERof spirit, and only labouring 
in his VOCATION. 

To take characters in the gross ; the gamester, 
who cheats you at pla^^ ; the man of pleasure, who 
corrupts the chastity of your wife ; the friend, who 
tricks you in a horse ; the steward, who defrauds 
you in his accounts; the butler who robn youof 
your wine; the footman, who steals your linen; the 
Dousekeeper, who overcharges you in her bills; the 
gardener, who sends your fruit to market; the 
groom who starves your horses to put their allow- 
ance in his pocket ; in short, the whole train of 
servants^ who impose upon you in the several arti- 
cles entrusted to their care, are only receiving their 
LAWFut PERQUISITES, and LABOURING lu their 

VOCATIONS. 

I know but one set of men, who ought commonly 
to be excepted in this general charge ; and those are 
the projectors. The schemes of all such men are 
usually too romantic to impose upon the creduli^ 
of the world ; and not being able to plunder ibeir 
employers, they are labouring in their vocations 
to cheat only themselves. 

I would not be misunderstood upon this occv 
sioD, as if I Qkeant to advise all people to be hpnea^ 
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lod to do as they would be done by Id their several 
vocations: t^r be it from me to intend any such 
thing; lum'as well assured as they are, that it 
MTould noi answer their purposes. The tyrant would 
bave no glor^' without conquests; his ministers no 
rollowers without bribes ; the patriot no place with- 
out opposition ; the man in office no perquisites 
v^ithout fraud ; the divine no pluralities without 
time-serving ; the lawyer no clients without lying ; 
the physician no practice without apothecaries; 
Me tradesman no country-house without exacting ; 
the fine lady no routs witnout cheating ; the infidel 
no faoft^ without proselytes ; and the author no 
dinner without slander and wantonness ; the game- 
ster would be undone ; the man of pleasure inac- 
tive ; the gentleman-jockey would sell his horse at 
half-price ; and the steward, the butler, the foot- 
man, the housekeeper, the gardener, the groom^ 
and the whole train of servants lose their necessary 
perquisites. 

The old maxim, that ' honesty is the best policy,* 
has been long ago exploded : but I am firmly of 
opinion, that the appearance of it might, if well 
put on, promote a man's interest, though the 
REALITY must destroy it. I would therefore re* 
commend it to persons in all vocations (if it be but 
by way of trial, and for the novelty of the thinff) to 
put on now and then the appearance of a Tittle 
Donesty. Most men have a natural dislike to be 
cheated with their eyes open ; and though it is the 
fashion qf the times to wear no concealment, yet to 
deceive'':'l)ehind the mask of integrity, has been 
deemed tKe most efiectual method. To further this 
end, the appearance of a small portion of reli- 
gion would not be amiss ; but I would by no means 
have this matter overdone, as it commonly is. Going 
to prayers every day^or singing psalms on a Sunday 
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in a room next the street, may look a little suspi- 
cious, and set the neighbours upon the watch : nor 
would I advise that a tradesman should stand at 
the shop-door with a prayer-book in his hand, or 
that a lawyer should carry the Whole Duty of Man 
in his bag to Westminster- ha 11, and read it in court 
as often as he sits down : there are other methods 
that may answer the purpose of cheating much 
better. A yea and nay conversation, iuteriupte<) 
with a few sighs and groans for the iniquities oi the 
wicked, loud responses at church, and long gf^ctt 
^t meals^ with here and there a godly book Tying in 
the window, or in places most in sight, will be of 
singular utility ; and farther than this I would by no 
means advise. 

To all those gentlemen and ladies who follow no 
vocations, and who have therefore no immediate 
interest in cheating, I would recommend the prac- 
TicE of honesty before the appearance of it. 
As such persons stand in no need of a cloak» I shall 
say nothing to them of religion, only that the 
EEAUTY of it might he useful to them in afflic- 
tions ; or if ever they should take it into their heads 
that they must one day die, it might po^ibly alle? 
viate the bitterness of so uncommon a thought. 
To do as they would be done by, would in all pro- 
bability render them happier in themselves, and 
lead them to the enjoyment of new pleasures iu tb^ 
happiness of others. 
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No, 185. THURSDAY, JULY 15, 1756. 



To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

SlE, 

17 case is a little singular, and therefore I hope 
»a will let it appear in your paper. I should 
ircely have attempted to make such a request, 
d not I very strictly looked over all the works of 
lUr predecessors, the Tatlers, Spectators, and 
lardians, without a possibility offinding a parallel 
my unhappy situation. 

I am not henpecked ; I am not grimalkined : I have 
» Mrs. Freeman with her Italian airs; but I have a 
ife more troublesome than all three, by a certain 
iiculous and unnecessary devotion that she pays 
her father, amounting almost to idolatry. Whea 
Brst married her, from that specious kind of weak- 
MU which meets with encouragement and applause, 
ily because it is called good-nature, I permitted 
?r to do whatever she pleased : but when I thought 
requisite to pull in the rein, I found that her 
iving the bit in her teeth, rendered the strength 
' my curb of no manner of use to me. Whenever 
attempted to draw her in a little, she tossed up 
tsr head, snorted, pranced, and gave herself such 
irs, that unless I let her carry me where she 
leased, my limbs, if not my life, were in danger, 
he love of power is inherent in the disposition of 
omankind ; and I do not pretend that her vapours, 
ysterics, low spirits, or whatever else the learned 
re pleased io call them, are not equalled by thou- 
inds of married women in these melancholy king- 
om.« * hut the father, the father is the point 
h ch distinguishes me from the rest of my brethren* 
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This old fellow is of a most capricious, unequal 
temper, and, like the satyr in the fable, blob's hot 
and cold in the same breath. Sometimes he is very 
fond of me and my frieads, and at other times he 
will not suli'erus to look at him. In whatever mood 
the old gentleman thinks fit to appear, in the same 
mood madam his daughter dispenses her pouts and 
frowns, or her smiles and good-humour. Whatever 
shape old Protels puts on, Cabera, his daughter, 
puts on the s^ame. I call him Proteus, because 
though I have known him many years, I have never 
known him a week together in the same form. He is 
Yapourish ; so is his daughter : he is a quack ; so is his 
daughter: one day he is an ceconomist, even to the 
greatest decree of avarice ; the daughter also has 
(er days of frugality and improper torifit. Some- 
iimes he is profuse, and a violent squanderer ; after 
these fits my purse is sure to suilier most cruelly* 
Sometimes he is proud, sometimes he is humble; 
his daughter follows him closely in each of the tw» 
extremes. In short, sir, both father and daughter 
jpractise more changes than Harlequin in the Em- 

Eeror of the Mcjon. Judge then what figure a hus* 
and must make, who is indispensably obliged to 
(:onform with all these metamorphoses. 

Last summer* though a cold one, Proteus took 
it into his head to dine m the cellar : and as soon as we 
arrived at my country-house, our cellar also was 
immediately announced to be our eating parlour. 
My neighbours tried the experiment once, in hopes 
perhaps of being made fuddled, contrary to my 
usual custom ; but that not being the case, they 
never oflered to return again : no, not even the 
curate of the parish, who declared he would driok 
bumpers in my cellar as long as I pleased, but he 
could not cat there and sip thimble-fulls, though be 
w^re sure to dine every day ou a pasty, or a haundbi 
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F venison. So that my wife and I, for three months 
»g«ther^ dined like king Pharaoh, amidst frogs and 
arkness : nor had we any other companions than 
le reptiles that crawled out of the walls, as inia- 
Iniiig their territories invaded. But my wife en- 
ured every inconveniency with amazing patience, 
scanse she had heard her father say, that this was 
te best method to drink iced liquors, without being 
the expence of an ice-house. 
Last winter, I was still put to greater hardships. 
ROTEUs, who some time ago travelled abroad, 
either for health nor improvement, but merely in 
iarch of that philosopher's stone called Taste, 
ec tared that in Italy no nobleman's house had a 
[limney in any room except the kitchen ; and he 
Idedj that as it was an example which he resolved 
>"fo1]ow, he hoped it might be so relishable to his 
.-iends, that they would cut ofT that excessive dear 
rticle of firing, and expend their coal-money in 
wildings, statues, or lakes. The word was no 
Doner given, than my wife bricked up every chim- 
ley, except the kitchen chimney, in my house ; and 
ii January (though we were permitted to have little 
»rthea stoves in our chambers,) the cold was so 
ntense, that at Httle boy Tommy died of the 
whooping cough ; and I myself caught an ague, 
irhich lasted four months, and brought upon mean 
mothecary's bill, amounting to ninety pounds for 
irugs, which were indeed much fuller of taste 
liau I desired. 

The furniture of my house, and the shape of my 
gardens, have been cnanged as least ten times over; 
yet if yon were to judge, Mr. Fitz-Adam, from the 
constant conversation of my wife and her father, 
vou would pronounce them the best oeconomists in 
Europe ; and so they are, in small beer, oil, and 
vinegar. 
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Though I a1wa\'s avoid excesn of drinkihg wli 
kt home (my father-iu-law, nince my marria, 
having been remarkably sober) yet it is my misf 
tune, and I confess it as a faulty to go now a 
then to the tavern, and there to exceed the sti 
limits of sobriety. It is impossible^ among jo\ 
companions, not to indulge a vein of gaiety ; i 
efiect of which is^ that at night I am apt to stagi 



and open my eyes^ ivbat a race of anger do I beboi 
and what dreadful peals of conjuiral thunder di 
hear! Those peals commonly end with a louc 
clap than ordinary, in words to this purpose: ' A 
Mr. Tamedeer, Mr. Tamedeer, is this the rewa 
for all my love and kindness? Have I quitted i 
dear father for the embraces of a sot ? When t 
that good old man ever disguised in liquor?' ' 
this I might reply, if I dared to make an answ 
that indeed he is so often disguised out of liqa 
he ought never to be disguised in it : and I mi| 
also add, that he is most injuriously slandered, 
some five-and-twenty years since, he did not drii 
smoke, and go through the et caetera as well as t 
best of us. 

If I offend or rebel in any one point, and indc 
I offend and rebel in very few, my wife immediati 
applies to niy father-in-law, and I am ordered 
alter my conduct, and to submit properly to jm 
raents far superior to my own. 'i'hus is my o 
(my wife's virtue always excepted) far more ( 
plorable than Barnaby Brittle's in the play ; t 
have I the comfort appendant to sir John £uvil 
knt. in being married to a woman of quali' 
That cirrvatistance at least might have proved 
ingredient to satisfy my prid«. 
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Thisuneasy situation, which I have described with 
exact truth, has occasioned me to ruminate con-* 
tinuadly upon some method of relief. None occurs 
(o me, except a formal divorce. You will ask what 
caase can be alleged ? since there is not the least 
riiadow of pro6f either of adultery, ill-usage, or 
any other matrimonial misdemeanor. True. But 
cannot I prove a prior marriage? Was not she 
married to her father, to all outward appearance, 
long before she went with me to the altar ? Does 
.not that marriage evidently continue, without any 
other breach, than having a second husband in 
points where the first husband does not care to 
meddle? Is she not more obedient to her first 
husband than her second ? Has she fulfilled, as she 
ought, her vow of matrimony to me ? Whom does 
Fhe obey ? not me, but her father. Whom does she 
honour r not me, but her father. May not 1 hope 
therefore to be relieved in any judicial or eccle- 
siastical court in England ? 

Your opinion fully stated upon this case would 
encourage me to go on, or discourage me from 
proceedmg. If I cannot be relieved by law or 
.equity, I will try to summon up courage to fight 
mv father-in-law. I know he is a coward, but then 
I am under apprehensions, that the jade has disco* 
▼ered to him that I am a greater coward than himt 
jBelf. At all events, Mr. Fitz-Adam, let me have 
your advice, because I am 

Your constant reader, 

and admirer, 

Thomas Tam£DS£R» 
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No. 186. THURSDAY, JULY 2^ 1756. 



To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir, 

I AM the same clerfi;yniaik who troablecl yoQ wit! 
«n account of bis iiiisK>rtunes in your pauer, N^ 31 
and am indebted to your kind publication of %ln 
letter for the ease and happiness which, with obi 
one single interruption, 1 have enjoy^ erer sina 
My uiicomtnon, and I hope I may say, xinmeHtt 
distresses, recommended roe to the notice of' 
noble lord, who called io see me at my lodging 
brought me home to' his lordship's own house, ab 
honoured me so far as to make me his domM 
chaplain. His lordship's regard for me was so thil 
sincere, that he married me soon after to my lady 
woman, a young person of admirable beaiity an 
virtue, and a great favourite of my lord, becausi 
lis his lordship used often to tell me, she was a dei 
gy man's daughtet, aud fot* what reason he knew M 
extremely hated by his lady. But my good fbrtan 
did not end here: his lordship, whose natul« 
n^ver to be tired with doing good, was so yer 
obliging as to take us a little house, ready-furOisbel 
in a retired and pleasant part of the town, payin 
the rent of it himself, and making us cbtisiderabi 
presents from time to time : he was also so rer 
condescending as to spend two or three evenings i 
a week With us, and frequently to take my wife wit 
him into the chariot, for an afternoon's airing, i 
she had the misfortune, soon after our marriage, c 
labouriug under an ill state of health, which, as w 
all feared, would terminate in a dropsy. 
His lordship was xtill kinder to Qia in otha 
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lairs, insomuch that in less than two months after^ 
ir marriage, he sent me into the west^ with thirty' 
lin^as in my pockety to supply the place of a wor- 
y clergyman^ whom my lord had sent for to town 
>on particular business ; and because the ill health 
* my wife required a little country air, his lordship 
roposed taking lodgings for her at Knightsbridge 
Lirinff my absence, where she was daily to be at- 
iodea by his own physician. 
At the end of six weeks, his lordship was pleased 
» recal me to town, where I had the inexpressible 
itisfaction of finding my wife returned to her house 
erfectly cured of her disorder, with only a little 
^leness remaining from the violent remedies pre- 
cribed to her b\* her physician. I had the additional 
^p.pinesf of finding nis lordship with my wife, 
ln^tiI|g my return, and to be honoured with his 
h«Dks for the iaithfnl discharge of my trust, to- 
;ether with the promise of the very first living that 
hould fall within his gifl. 

I mention these thiugs, sir, to the honour of my 
loble benefactor, who ever since my marriage, 
rt^ich is now three years ago, has been lavishing 
lis iavours upon me ; who has been so very con« 
leacepding to stand godfather in person to my two 
.'hildr^n, and to take every opportunity of making 
pe ha>ppv by his visits, fiuti am not entering into 
I particular detail of the pleasures I enjoy : I have 
ipother motive for troubling you with this letter. 

His lordship, the beginning of this month, was 
^le^sed, amongst the many instances of his good- 
ie^, to procure for me a chaplainship in one of the 
regiments D^o.w in Scotland ; and as my attendance 
(iras imn^ediatcly necessary, and my wife too far 
{one with child to think of going with me ; as soon 
^ I fa^d prepared every thmg for my journey, { 

p2 
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«eiit an adTertisement to the Daily Advertiser in the 
following words : 

' Wanted^ an agreeable companion in a po8t- 
cliaise to Edinburgh. Enquire for the revereiKl 
W. B. at the Green Park culfee-house, Piccadilly, 
^iofe, the utmost expedition will be necessary.' 

The next morning, as I was reading a news-paper 
in the coffee-room, I heard a young gentleman^ of 
a very modest and decent appearance, inquiring at 
the bar for the reverend Mr. W. 6. I told him that 
I was the person, and calling for a couple of dishei 
of coffee, we sat down together, and entered upon 
the subject of the advertisement. He assured me, 
that if his friends did not flatter him, he was a very 
agreeable con^panion ; that he had business of con- 
sequence to transact at Edinburgh; that he was 
particularly pleased to find by the advertisement 
that I was a clergyman, having a great veneration 
for gentlemen of that function ; that he had entei^ 
tatned thoughts of becoming one himself, was a near 
relation of the bishop of * * ''^, and though young as 
he appeared, he was never so happy as when en- 

gtged in serious conversation with a worthy divine, 
e was pie ised to add, that he saw something in 
my appearance which entitled me to that character, 
and that he did not doubt of being greatly edified 
during so long a journey; Many civilities passed 
on my side in return ; and in the end it was agreed 
that we should set out that very evening at m 
o'clock. He was punctual to his appointment, with 
a servant on horseback, leading a handsome gelding 
for his master, who with two young gentlemen, his 
friends, were waiting for me at the inn. I conld 
not help observing, while the chaise was getting 
ready, that these young gentlemen were taking a 
good deal of pains to stifle a laugh^ which on our 
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tepping into the carriage, they were uo lOncer able 
o contain : but I made no remarks upon their be- 
laviour, and we set out upoq our journey. 

We reached Ware that night, witliout any thing 
lappening worthy of remark, except that we were 
topt upon the road by \\\'o young gentlemen on 
lorseback, and interrupted in a very serious con- 




ling to heaven with a parson !' My 
^ye them a look ot contempt, and ader assuring 
them that he had not the honour of knowing tliem, 
^d pulling up the gl^ss, ordered the postillion to 
dnve on. 

Our evening at Ware was spent in remarks on 
t]}e dissoluteness of the timesj^ and the indecent 
liberties that wild and profligate young fellows were 
every where takii^g with the clergy. After much 
^rious discourse, and moderate refreshment, we 
retired to re^t I slept longer than U)»ual in thf 
morning, and no sooner was I awake than I disco- 
vered, with eoual confusion and surprise, that ( 
was in bed with a woman, who, as I attempted to get 
iip, threw her arms about my neck, and compelled 
jne to lie dow;^. The struggle and the noise I made 
^pa^ this occasion, together with the screnms of tlie 
ivpaian, who still held me fast, alarmed the wholf 
^un, and drew a crowd of spectators into the room, 
hes^ded by my companion, and followed by a sol- 
j^ier, who called himself the husband of the woman, 
i^wearing that he woulJ hare my heart's blood, fqi; 
(Corrupting tlie chastity of his wife. 1 pleaded my 
innocence to an unbelieving audience, while the 
woman accused me of liaving forced her against her 
will; pretending that it was her misfortune over- 
night to be a little in li(]uor, and that she had mis^ 
J^akcn the roo^ 1 lay in for her own. 
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To dwell no longer than U need Ail upon this dis* 
graceful affair, I was in the end compelled to give t 
guinea to the soldier, and afterwards tu submit with 
patience to the insults of a mob, who surrounded 
the inn at our entrance into the post chaise, anJ 
followed it with hootings to the very extremity oi 
the town. 

From the passive behaviour of my companion at 
the inn, and the demure looks that be now put oi^ 
I began to harbour a suspicion of him not greatly to 
his advantage ; and while I was deliberating inwhal 
manner to address him, an accident happenedj 
which at once threw him off his guard, and disco^ 
vered to me, that instead of an agreeable companioD, 
I was travelling with a fiend. This accident was the 
sudden and violent overturning of the post-chaise] 
upon which occasion, though neither of us was hurt; 
he discharged such a volley of curses on the pos- 
tillion, as made me tremble to hear him. I endea* 
voured to pacify him by the gentlest admonitions 
which instead of calming his anger, turned it al 
upon myself; and amidst a thousand oaths and im* 
precations, he vowed revenge upon my head, tellin( 
me that he hated a parson as he hated old Nic ; tha 
he had bribed the soldier's whore to go to bed ti 
me at.the inn, and that he came out upon no othei 
business than to play the devil with me all the way 
I stood aghast at what I heard, and refused gettini 
into the chaise aeain ; upon which a struggle ensuea 
and blows passed between us ; till by the assistance 
of his servant, and the knavery of the postillion 
whom he gained over to his side with a whole hand 
ful of silver, I was thrust into the chaise, and com 
polled to go on. 

We had scarce travelled a mile before we over 
took a couple of gypsies upon the road ; one ai 
old womani tbo other a ^irl, They w^v^ all ovei 
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rags and filth, and so intoxicated with linuor, that 
thev reeled at every step. My companioD called 
to tlie postillion to stop, and afler questioning these 
nrretches about the way they were going, got out of 
the chaise, and told me, that he could not in cha* 
rity sit lolling at his ease, while two of the tender 
aex were walking bare-foot on the road ; and that if 
I had no weighty objections, he would make the 
old lady an offer of his seat ; and miss, as he was 
pleased to call her, might with great conveniency 
sit upon my knee. It was in vain for me to expos- 
tulate, or to attempt leaping out after him : his ser* 
vant held me fast by the arm, while the master with 
ffreat gravity and ceremony handed the creatures 
into the chaise, and then mounting his horse^ rode 
close by its side, talking obscenity to the wretches^ 
and instructing them to behave to me in a manner 
not be endured nor described. 

In this manner we passed through the villages, 
and entered lloyston ; the postillion being ordered 
to walk his horses gently to the inn, that we might 
be followed by a mob, whom my companion called 
to at every turning to smoke the parson and his 
doxies. 

I stept from the chaise amidst the hallooing of 
the rabble, and ran into a room, the door of which 
I locked. Here I determined to remain, or to fly 
to the magistrate for protection, had not my tor* 
mentor made his appearance at the window, telling 
me that as th^ ioke was now at an end, and as he 
believed I had had enough of an agreeable compa- 
nion, he had altered his intention of visiting Scot- 
land, and should return to town that mornmg. I 
thanked him for the favour, but kept close to my 
room, till I saw him with his scrvaint ride out of the 
inn, and take the road to London. I then ordered 
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some refreshment to be brought me, tod a post- 
chaise to be in readiness; but how great was my 
astonishment, when feeling for my purse^ wbico 
contained forty guineas at my setting oyit, 1 found 
that my pockets had beep rifled, and that I had not 
so mucli as a brass farthing left me ! 

As it was no doubt with me that the gypsies h^ 
robbed me^ I made immediate inquiry after them, 
but learnt that they had disappeareq on our ar- 
lival at the inn ; and though t^^e mos^ diligent 
search was made for the|ii# they were no where to 
be found. 

It was now impossible for me tp proceed ; I there- 
fore determined to remain where I was, till X qould 
repeive ^ fresh supply fron) my wifo, to whom Idis- 

J>atched a messenger with a letter, setting fprth sjt 
arge all the cruelties I had met with. 

When the messenger was gone, it occurred to mto 
that however ill my companion had used me, he 
could ^ot be base enough to concert this robbery 
with the gypsies, and therefore ipight be inclined to 
make up my loss, upon knowing that I had sustained 
it* For this re^sK)n I deteimined once more tp 
transmit my complaints to the World; that if (h^ 
young gentleman has any one principle of honoar 
remaining, he may send (o Mr. Dodsley'^ the sum 
I haye been defrauded of. My demai[id upon him 
is for seven-and- thirty guineas, which unle^.he payi 
within six days after the publication of this letter, 
I will forthwith print his name in the news-papers^ 
andl proclaim to the public the injuries he has don^ 
me. 

I have another reason for giving yoiji this trouble, 
which is, to caution all gentlemen for the future 
^^inst advertising in the papers for an AGaEE^BU 
CQifFA^ioy in a post-chaise; as it coni^les m 
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nol a little^ that I am enabled to make other peo- 
ple wise, even by my own misfortunes. 

I am^ SiB^ 

Your obliged 
S?lJ""' "^ and tnosifaiihful servant, 

Jnlyl6, 1756. W. JJ. 



No. 187. THURSDAY, JULY, 29, 1766. 



To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

Amoko all the grievances that your correspon- 
dents have from time to time laid before you, 1 have 
met with no one situation that bears any likeness to 
my own, or that deserves your compassion and ad- 
vice half HO much. I am the brother of four sisters, 
am the eldest of my family, a freeman of the city of 
I^ondon, and by trade a shoemaker. My father 
enjoyed a small place at coui*t, ^ich I believe, one 
year with another, brought him in about a hundred 
and fifty pounds. IVdy mother was descended from 
the third or fourth cousin of an attainted Scotch 
peer, was a lad^^'s woman when my father married 
ner, and brought with her a very large portion of 
pride, virtue, and fine breeding. My father, who 
before his marriage had held up his head very high 
as a courtier, was now of greater consequence than 
ever, in the thought that by this happy match he 
had allied himself to nobility. My mother indeed 
had one great mortification to surmount, which was 
that she nad not only contaminated her blood by 
marryinff a plebeian, who was formerly a broken 
tallow-chandler in the city, but had changed her 
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illustrious maiden name for the coarse and vulgar 
pellation of Mrs. Laycock. She comforted herself 
however, on the tirst appearance of her pregnancy, 
that so odious a surname should be (qualified in her 
children with the genteelest and most elegant Chris- 
tian names that history or romance could possibly 
supply. My father approved the thought ; and no 
sooner was I a fortnight old, than I was christen^ 
with great pomp aud grandeur, by the name of 
Ptolemy. My eldest sister, who came inta the 
world a year after, was called Wilhelmiva 
Charlotta, the second Penthesilea, the third 
Telethusa, and the fourth Honoria. There 
was also a second son, who died within the month, 
christened Agamemnon. 

We were all of us trained up to regard thw 
names as marks of superiority over other childreo, 
and such as would one time or other most certainly 
make our fortunes. If master Ptolemy wiji 
naughty, he was not chid as a vulgar child, hut ad- 
monished with all the gentleness and forbearance 
due to so illustrious a name. If miss Wilhel* 
MiNA Charlotta^ or her sisters miss Pe^the* 
silea, miss T£le!«usa, or miss HoNOfiiA fQr|;ot 
to hold up their heads, or were caught ^t rouwi 
with the boys, they were put in mind of their 
names, and instructed to act up to them. Oni 
dresses were, if possible, as fantastic as our nan\ef, 
and the formality of our behaviour was of a piece 
with both. And though we were the plainest chil- 
dren in the world, and had not the least probable 
chance of receiving a single shilling to our portionifi 
we were trained up to pride and idleness, and to 
turn up our noses at all the Dicks, Toms, and Har* 
rys, the Sukeys and Pollys, that were our superion 
in the neighbourhood. 

The necessary expeuces to support all this pridi 
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ihd foll^, Wete tnort than could be spared from the 
Ikl&trotv income of my father ; and master Ptolemy, 
l^ho was now eleven years old, must have been as 
totally nnedticated as the misses his sisters, if my 
Rither's brother, who was a reputable shoemaker in 
th^ city, had not taken me into his care, and sent 
me to §t. Paul's school at his own expence. To this 
accidetit of my life I owe my escape from ruin. I 
was called king Ptolemy by all the boys, and so 
laughed at for my importance, that I soon grew 
ashamed of my name ; and at the end of three years, 
when my motner thought it high time for me to re- 
tarn to court, I chose to accept of an offer my uncle 
had naade me of becoming his apprentice, and en- 
tering into partnership with him when my time was 
expired. My father's conseiit was pretty easily 
obtained,a8 he found himself in an ill state of health, 
and unable to provide for me ; but my mother was 
inisxorable. Sne considered that my great name 
would but ill suit with so low a caltiui^, and when 
the ^W me determinei^, she told me in a flood of 
tears at parting, I was the first Ptolemy that ever 
miule shoes. 

For my own part I had been so humbled at school 
HboUt my name, that I never afterwards wrote more 
thkii the first letter of it : and as P. very luckily 
looked more like Philip than Ptolemy, I have es« 
\caped the ridicule that would otherwise have been 
thrown upon me. 

At the end of my apprenticeship, my uncle gate 
ine his only daughter in marriage, and dying soon 
aftelr, I succeeded to his trade and efiects, and to a 
Ibftuhe in good debts and money, to the amount of 
font thousand pounds. 

My mother, who had never thoroughly recovered 
the sho<:k of her son Ptolemy's disgrace, died a 
law months ^(lermy uncle, and my fietther followed 
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her this summer^ leaving to my sisters no other for- 
tune than their names^ whicn to my great sorrow 
has not been quite so current in the world as to en- 
able them to live upon it. To be as short as I can, 
they were all thrown upon my hands, and are like 
to continue with me as long as T live. But the mis- 
fortune is, that to keep my sisters from starving, I 
must become a beggar myself ; for the expences 
they bring, and the nothing they do, will not suffer 
me to go on. By their dresses, their names, and 
the airs of quality they give themselves, I am ren- 
dered ridiculous among all my acquaintance. My 
wife, who is a very plain good woman, and whose 
name is Amey, has been new-christened, and is 
called Amelia; and my little daughter, a child of a 
year old, is no longer Polly, but Maria. They are 
perpetually quarrelling with one another about tbe 
superiority of their names; nd because the eldest 
sister has two, and the others but one, they have 
entered into a combination to rob her of both, 
and almost to break her heart, by calling her mi&s 
Lay cock. 

I have shewn them the impossibility of my main- 
taining them much longer, and, as tenderly as I was 
able, proposed their going into service : but they 
told me with the utmost indignation, that whatever 
a shoemaker in the city might imagine to the con- 
trary, the names of Wilhelmina Charlotta, 
Penthesilea, Telethusa, and Honoria, were 
by no means servant's names, and unless 1 found my- 
self inclined to make a better provision for them, they 
should continue where they were. Nay, my youngest 
sister, miss Honoria, who thinks herself handsome, 
had the impudence to tell me, that if ever she con- 
descended to let out her person for hire, it should 
be for other uses than those of a servant : to which 
miss Telethusa was pleased to add, that indeed 
she was entirely of miss Honoria^s opinion; for 
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that the sin of being a mistre&s, was not half so 
shocking to her as the shame of being a servant. 

Yoo will judge, sir, how desirous I am to rid the 
bouse of them, when I tell you that 1 have even of- 
fered to take a shop for them at the court end of 
the town, and to give each of them a hundred 
pounds to set up with in any way they shall 
choose : but their great names, forsooth, are not to 
be prostituted upon shop bills, whatever their bro- 
ther Ptolemy, the shoe-maker, in his great zeal to 
serve them, may please humbly to conceive. Yet 
with these truly great names, that are not to be 
contaminated by trade or service, they have con- 
deaceDded to rob my till two or three times ; and 
no longer ago than last week, when I caught my 
eldest sister in the fact, she tdld me with great di^- 
iiitir> that it became her brother Ptolemy to blush, 
at faying her under the necessity of doing an action 
that was so much beneath her. 

I have laid the whole afiair before the minister of 
the parish, who has taken a great deal of pains to 
reason them into their senses, but to no purpose : 
and unless you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, who are a tra- 
velled man, can direct them to any part of the 
globe, where great names, great pride, great indo* 
lence, and great poverty are the only qualifications 
that men look for in a wife, I must shut up shop in 
a few days, and leave miss Wilhelmina Char- 
LOTTA, and the other misses her sisters, with their 
illustrious names, to go begging about the streets. 
If you know of any such place, and will do me the 
fitvour to mention it in your next Thursday's paper, 
you will save a whole family from ruin, and infi- 
nitely oblige, 

Sia, 
. Your mott sorroufful humbU servant, 

P. Latcocr. 

VOL. xxxx. a 
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The casfe of my correspondent is, I confess, a Very 
hard one ; and I wish with all my heart that I had 
discovered in my trareis such a country as he hints 
at. Ail the advice I can give him is, to send (or 
the minister of the parish once more, and gM his 
sisters re-baptized : for till they can be pretailed 
upon to have new names, it will be altogether im- 
possible to give them new natures. 
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Though the first of the following letters bears • 
little hard upon the lidies, for whom I have alwayi 
professed a regard even to veneratioB, yet I am in- 
duced to give it a place in my paper, from the con- 
sideration, that if the complaint contained in it 
should happen to have the least foundation in troth, 
they may have an opportunity of adding another 
proof to the multitudes they are daily giving, that 
they want only to he told of their errors to amend 
them. Of the second letter I shall sav nothing 
more, than that the expedient proposed in it to 
remove the evil complained of kas my entire 
approbation. 

To Mb. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 
With as much devotion for the ikir as any man, 
and as high a sense of the happiness they are ca- 
pable of imparting, I have resolved to die an old 
batchelor ; yet not in the least determined by the 
strongest arguments against matrimony, or the most 
fashionable motives to a single life. It is my mis- 
fortune to esteem deUcacy, ftconomy, modeshf, and 
some of the qualifications conveyed under the idea 



KM8». WORLD. 171 

of notubie, as the n)a<)t enjjaging ornaments of a 
well-bred woniaD. How ui)|iappy thc>n am I, that 
oone of these should be of repute in the present 
age! 

1 had once formed a design of transporting my* 
iielf to Spain or China, for a lady of the domestic 
kind ; but giving the preference to those of my own 
country, 1 delayed my intention, till I should see 
the influence your weekly admonitions were at- 
tended with. 1 am now sorry to find, that not- 
withstanding your censorial dignity, they have 
openly dared to persist in those iavshions you have 
90 long opposed. An unaccountable propensity to 
visit public places, a general nakedness of shoul- 
ders, a remarkable bluQness of face, a loud voice, 
Uid a masculine air, have lately ^ined much ground 
in the country ; and I am aut to think I shall shortly 
see the necks and bosoms ot my fair country-women 
painted with devices of birds and beasts, in imita- 
tiou of tiie ancient Britons, though they are now 
qontented with plain white and red. 

I have observed^ that as we are gradually re- 
treating from the courage and greatness of our sex, 
the ladies are advancing with hasty strides upon us ; 
and whether we shall lon^ maintain the pre-emi- 
nence^ is a point much liable to dispute. 

I cannot but suspect them of entertaining designs 
of invading the province of man; and though I ac- 
knowledge their boundless power, I never was 
formed to obey, and cannot think of submission. 
But admitting that the present generation of beau- 
ties are totally unfit for wives, except to those gentle 
minds who would think themselves honoured by 
hairing their thousands spent in the genteelest man- 
ner, yet in another capacity they might be made of 
the greatest service to their country. When I see 
their hair tied in a knot behind, or either hangin|^ 

Q. '2 
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down in a ramillie, or folded up in ribbons, I can- 
not but look on them dl the fair defenders of Bri- 
tain, on whose gallantry I should rather choose to 
rely, than on all the boasted prowess of our oiilitair 
beaux. On this footing I can excuse them for sacn* 
ficing the tliousand nameless powers of pleading 
which nature has invested them with, for the Dowers 
of destroying, and consent to their changmg the 
darts of Cupid for the armour of Mars. What* 
ever magazines of lightning are laid up in their 
bright eyes, I hope they will blaze out on this 
occasion. 

If it should be objected that we ought to have 
proofs of their valour, and that a big look may be 
consistent with a faint heart ; I answer, that there 
can be no ereat reason to doubt the bravery of 
those, who have made it one of their first maxims 
' never to be afraid of man :' and besides, that na- 
tural love of conquest which possesses every in- 
dividual of the female world, would animate them 
forward to the boldest enterprizes. I would forther 

Eropose, that the more gay and airy of them should 
e distributed into a body of flying lighuhorse; the 
Gadabouts would make an excellent company of fo- 
ragers ; the more delicate of them would serve to 
carry the colours, and the sight of them would in- 
spire the soldiers with unequalled resolution and 
courage. Thus they might all be disposed in ranks 
and stations suitable to their respective merits, dis- 
tinctions, and qualifications, from the first lady of 
?uality to the lowest belle in the country village, 
should also advise, that a sufficient number of fe- 
male transports should be sent to the relief of our 
garrisons abroad, if it was not from my apprehen- 
sions that they would not be able to sustain a long 
siege, and might perhaps be captivated by the ini- 
inense fineness of an embroidered knight of the 
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order of St. Louis. I have only one circumstance 
n^re to mention to' excite their zeal, which is, that 
they must be obliged to content themselves with 
their own inventecf fashions, till the successes of 
their arms shall oblige the French to accept of our 
wealth for those that are k la mode de Paris. 

If this proposal be agreeable to your judgment, 
I hope you will second it by the warmest encourage- 
ments. May we not exult in the prospect of that 
glorious career of success which must attend an 
array of heroines, bred to a contempt of danger, and 
trained up from infancy itself to the most intimate 
acquaintance with balls, drums, routs, hurricanes, and 
the like ? 

I am^ Sia, 

Yatar humble servant, 

A Singleton. 

Mr. Fitx-Adax, 
' I have a complaint to lay before you, which, to 
the best of my memory, you have not hitherto 
touched upon. The ground of my complaint, sir, 
Ss this. I\ews, you know, never was more fluctuate 
{ng than at this moment. What we are told at 
breakfast is contradicted by noon, and that again is 
old by dinner; the dinner-talc scarcely lasts tiU 
coffee, and all is found to be false before night. 
And yet, sir, there are a set of wise men, who ar^ 
always satisfied with the last tale, and constantly 
assure you they were all along of that opinion* 
' Lord, sir, I knew it must be so : how could it be 
otherwise? I always said so:' and though account^ 
Vary to-morrow, it does not at all affect them ; for 
to-morrow they will have been all along perfectly 
Well acquainted with just the contrary to what they 
knew so wel) to-day. This everlas^g knpwledg^ 

■^3 ■" 
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and secrpt intelligence is really, sir, a mott pro- 
Tuking insult on us poor things, who are not so 
knowing. If 1 am wrong to-day, my friend is 
wrong to-mori-ow, and that puts us on an equality; 
but these people, who are always sure to be of the 
right opinion, because they have no opinion at all, 
are not to be endured. 

But it is one thing to complain, and another to 
redress: and unless I thought I had some method 
to remedy the evil, I would not complain of it. The 
remedy I would propose is simply this: that the 
term / be for ever excluded all conversations. 
There is not, perhaps, one single impertinence or 
foppery in discourse, that is not imputable to that 
same little letter /. The old man, going to repeat 
the lie he has talked himself into a belief of, cries, 
/ remember when / was young. The maiden of 
fifty blesses her stars, and says, / was not such a 
flirt. The bold colonel tells you, / led on the men, 
/ entered the breach. The rake, / debauched such 
a girl, /drank down such a fellow. Now, sir, fond 
as people are of being foolish, they would even con- 
sent to be wise, if it was not connning their follies 
to their own dear persons. The old man's dull 
story is only to let you see what he was himself. 
The maiden gentlewoman only means to exemplify 
her own modesty, and does not care a pin for ail 
the frailties of her neighbours, but that she has 
thereby an opportunity of telling you how rirtuous 
•he herself is. The soldier never tells you of t 
campaign, but the one he was himself in. The rake 
never tells you of any follies but his own ; and the 
wise men I complained of in the begginning of my 
letter, never tell .you Mr. Such-a-one always 
thought so, or Mr. Somebody always said so, but / 
always thought so, / always said so. Let me there- 
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fore entreat yoa, Mr. Fitz-Adam^ to forbid the use 
of this monosyllable, and ^ou will much oblige. 

Sir, 
Your friend, dfc, 

W. 
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AV^B are accused by the French, and perhaps but 
too justly, of having no word in our language, which 
answers to their word police, which therefore we 
have been obliged to adopt, not having, as they say, 
the thing. 

It does not occur to me that we have any one 
word in our language (I hope not from the same 
reason) to express the ideas which they comprehend 
under the word les niorurs. Manners are too little, 
morals too much. I should define it thus : a gene* 
ral exterior decency^ fitness, and propriety qf conduct 
in the common intercourse qf life, 

Cicero, in his Offices, makes use of the word 
decorum in this sense, to express what he tells us the 
Greeks signified. by their word (I will not shock 
the eyes of my polite readers with Greek types) To 
Frepon, 

The thine however is unquestionably of import* 
ance, by whatever word it may be dignified or de^- 
graded, distinguished or mistaken; it shall therefore 
be the subject of this paper to explain and recom* 
mend it ; and upon this occasion I shall adopt the 
word decorum. 

But as I have some private reasons for desiring 
pot to lessen the sale of these my lucubrations, I 
must pi^mise, that notwithstanding this serious in- 
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troduction, I am not goin^ to preach eithe 
gious.or moral duties. On the contrary^ 
scheme of interest which I mean to comma 
and which, if the supposed characteristic < 
present age be true, must, I should apprehe 
highly acceptable to the generality of my ra 

I take it fot granted that the most sensib 
informed part of mankind^ I mean people of fs 
pursue singly their own interests and plea 
that they desire as far as possible to enjoy th< 
clusively, and to avail themselves of the sim[ 
Che ignorance, and the prejudices of the y 
who have neither the same strength of n^io 
the same advantages of education. Now it 
tain that nothing would more contribute to t| 
sirable end, than a strict observance of thU 
rum, which, as I have already hinted, does i 
tend to religious or moral duties, does not p] 
the solid enjoyments of vice, but only throwi 
of decency between it and the vulgar, concea 
of its native deformity, and prevents scand; 
bad example. It is a sort of pepper-corn qq 
paid to virtue, as an ackoowledgment of itt 
riority ; but according to our present const) 
is the easy price of freedom, not the tribute 
(alage. 

Those who would be respected by others 
first respect themselves. A certain exterior 
and dignity of character commands respec] 
cures credit, and invites confidence; but thf 
lie exercise aud ostentation of vice, has all th 
tr^ry effects. 

The middle cl^ of people m this country, t 

generally straining to imitate their betters^ ha^' 

y^t shaken oil' the prejudices of their educ 

very many of them still believe in a Supreme 1 

ifi a fiitm^ I9tate of rQ^iaidi ^\v^ ^>^\«laneat 
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"etaiu some coarse, home-spun, notions of moral 
rood and eyil. The rational system of materialism 
bas not yet reached them ; and in my opinion, it 
may be full as well it never should ; for as I am not 
of levelling principles I ani for preserving a due sub- 
ordination from inferiors to superiors, which an 
equality of profligacy must totally destroy. 

A fair character is a more lucrative thiug than 
people are generally anrare of; aud I am informed 
that an eminent money- scrivener has lately calcu- 
lated with great accuracy the advantage of it, and 
that it has turned out a clear profit of thirteen and 
a half per cent, in the general transactions of life; 
which advantage, frequently repeated, as it must be 
in the course of the. year, amounts to a very con- 
siderable object. 

To proceed to a few instances. If the courtier 
would but wear the appearance of truth, promise 
less, and perform more, he would acquire such a 
degree of trust and confidence, as woulcl enable him 
to strike on a sudden, and with success, some splen- 
did stroke of perfidy, to the infinite advantage of 
himself and his party. 

A patriot, of all people, should be a strict ob- 
server of this decorum, if he would (as it is to be pre- 
sumed he would) bear a good price at the court 
market. The love of his dear country, well acted 
and little felt, will certainly get him into good keep« 
ing, and perhaps procure him a handsome settle- 
ment for life ; but if his prostitution be flagrant, he 
is only made use of in cases of the utmost necessity, 
and even then only by cullies. I must observe 
by the bye, that ot late the market has been a little 
glutted with patriots, and consequently they do not 
sell quite so well. 

Few masters of families are, I should presume, 
desirous to be robbed indiscriminately by all their 
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servants ; and as servants in general are more 
afraid of the devil^ and less of the gallows, than 
their masters, it seenis to be as imprudent as inde- 
cent to remove that wholesome fear, either by their 
e3(amp]es, or their philosophical dissertations, ex- 
ploding in their presence, though ever so justly, all 
the idle notions of future punishments, or of moral 
good and evil. At present^ honest faithful servants 
rob their masters conscientiously only in their re- 
spective stations ; but take away those checks and 
restraints which the prejudices of |heir education 
have laid them under, they will soon rob indiscri- 
minately, and out of their several departments; 
which would probably create some little confouoa 
in families, especially in numerous ones. 

I cannot omit observing, that this decorum ex- 
tends to the little trifling offices of common life ; 
such as seeming to take a tender and affectionate 
part in the health or fortune of your acquaintaqce, 
and a readiness and alacrity to serve them, iii thingi 
of little consequence to them, and of no^e at all to 
you. These attentions bring in good interest ; the 
weak and the ignorant mistake the^n for the real sen- 
timents of your heart, and give you their esteem 
and friendship in return. The wise, indeed, pay yoa 
in your own coin, •r by a truck of commodities 
of equal value ; upon which however there is no 
loss ; so that upon the whole, this commerce, skil- 
fully .carried on, is a very lucrative one. 

In all myschemesfor the general good of mankind, 
I have always a particular attention to the utility 
that may arise from them to my fair fellow-subjects, 
for whom I have the tenderest and most unfeigned 
concern ; and I lay hold of this opportunityt most 
earnestly to recommend to them the strictest ob- 
servance of this decorum. I will admit that a fine 
woman of a certain rankj cannot have too many real 
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vires ; but at thie same time^ I do insialt upon it, th^t 
it.is essentially her interest, not to have the appear- 
ance of any one. This decorum, I confess, will con- 
ceal her conoueiits, and prevent her triumphs ; but 
on the other naud, if she will be pleased to reflect 
that those conquests are known, sooner or later, al- 
ways to end in her total defeat, she will not upon an 
average find herself a loser. There are indeed some 
husbands of such humane and hospitable disposi« 
tions, that they seem determined to share all their 
happittess with their friends and acquaintance ; So 
that tvitfa regard to Kiich husbands singly, this de* 
coirum were useless : but the far greater number are 
of a churlish and uncommunicative disposition, 
titMiblesome upon bare suspicions, and brutal upeu 
proofs. These are capable of inflicting upon the 
lair delinquent the pains and penalties of exile and 
imprisonment at the dreadful mansion-seat, notwith- 
standing the most solemn protestations and oaths, 
backed with the most movmg tears, that nothing 
really criminal has passed, hut it must be owned^ 
that of all negatives, that is much the hardest to be 
proved. 

Though deep play be a very innocent and even 
comrfiendable amusement in itself, it is however, as 
things are yet constituted, a great breach, nay per* 
baps the highest violation possible of the deconimitk 
the feir sex. If generally fortunate, it induces some 
suspicion of dexterity ; if unfortunate, of debt ; and 
in this latter case, tne ways and means for raising 
the supplies necessarj' for the current year, are 
sometimes supposed to be unwarrantable. *but what 
is still much more important, is, that the agonies 
of an ill run will disfigure the finest face in the worlds 
and cause most ungraceful emotions. I havie known 
a bad game, suddenly produced upon a good game, 
lor a deep stake at .^ragg or Commerce; Utaost 
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make the vermilion turu pale, and elicit from lips, 
where the sweets of Hy bla dwelt^and where the loves 
and graces played, some murmured oaths, which 
though minced and mitigated a little in their ter- 
minations, seemed to me upon the whole to be ra- 
ther unbecoming. 

Another singular advantage which will arise to 
my fair countrywomen of distinction from the ob- 
servance of this decorum, is, that they will never 
want some creditable led captain to attend them at 
a minute's warning to operas, plays, Ranelagh, and 
. Vauxhall ; whereas I have known some women of 
extreme condition, who by neglecting the dccanm, 
had slatterned away their characters to such a de- 
gree, as to be obliged upon those emergencies to 
take up with mere toad-eaters of very equivocal 
rank and character, who by no means graced their 
entry into public places. 

To the young unmarried ladies, I bes^ leave to re- 
present, that this decorum will make a diflTerence of at 
least five-and-twenty, if not fifty per cent, in their 
fortunes. The pretty men, who have commonly 
Uie honour of aUending them, are not in general 
the marrying kind of men; they love them too 
much or too little, know them too well, or not well 
enough, to think of marrying them« The husband- 
like men are a set of aukward fellows with good 
.estates, and who not having got the better of vulgar 
prejudices, lay some stress upon the characters of 
,their wives, and the legitimacy of the heirs to their 
estates and titles. These are to be caught only by 
ks mcmrs; the hook must be baited with the de» 
corum; the naked one will not do. 

I must own that it seems too severe to deny yoong 
ladies the innocent amusements of the present times, 
but I beg of them to recollect that I mean only with 
regard to outward appearances; and I should pre- 
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some ibBtikedt&es which the pretty men might be 
contrived a]\d brought about in places Jess public 
than Kensington-gardens, the two parks, the high 
roads, or the streets of London. 

Having thus combined, as I flatter myself that I 
have, the solid enjoyments of vice, Avith the useliii 
appeaiances of virtue, I thinkmys%:lf entitled to the 
thanks of my country in geni:ral, and to that just 
praise which Horace gives to the author, qui miscuit 
utile dulci ; or in English, who joins the useful with 
Ihe agreeable. 
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I CAN remember, when I was a young man at the 
univer^ty, being so much affected with that very 
pathetic speech, which Ovid has put into the mouth 
of Pythagoras,, against eating the flesh of animals, 
that it was some time before I could bring myself 
to our college mutton again, without some inward 
doubt whether 1 was not making myself an accom- 
plice to a murder. My scruples remained unrecon- 
ciled (o the committing so horrid a meal, till upon 
Berious reflection I became convinced of its legality, 
from the general order of nature, who has instituted 
the universal preying upon the weaker as one of her 
first principles ; though to me it has ever appeared 
an incomprehensible mystery, that she ^a ho could 
not be restrained by any want of materials from 
furnishing supplies for the support of her various 
oflspring, ehould lay them under the necessity of 
devouring one another. 

But though this reflection had force enough to 
dispythagorize me^ before my companions had im% 
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to make observations upon my bebavk»«r> which 
could by no means bare tamed to my advantage in 
the world, I for a great while retained so tender a 
regard for all my fellow-creataresy that I have te- 
Teral times brought myself into imminent peril, by 
my attempts to rescue persecuted cats from the 
hands and teeth of their worryers ; by endeavouring 
to prevent the engagement of dogs, who had mani- 
festly no quarrel of their own; and by putting 
butchen' boys in mind, that as their sheep were going 
to die, they walked full as fast as could be reasonably 
expected, without the cruel blows they were so libe- 
ral in bestowing upon them. As I commonly came 
ofFby the worst in these disputes, and as I could not 
but observe that I often aggravated, never diminish- 
ed, the ill treatment of these innocent sufferers, I 
soon found it necessary to consult my own ease, as 
'well as security, by turning down another street, 
whenever I met with an adventure of this kind, n^ 
ther than be com{>elled to be a spectator of what 
would shock me, or be provoked to run myself into 
danger, without the least advantage to those whom 
I would assist. 

I have kept strictly ever since to this method of 
flying from the sight of cruelty, whenever I could 
find ground-room for it : and I make no manner of 
doubt, that I have more than once escaped the horni 
of a mad ox, as all of that species are called, that do 
notc^e to be tormented as well as killed. But on 
the other hand, these escapes of mine have Yery fre« 
quently run me into great inconveniencies ; I have 
sometimes been led into such a series of blind al« 
leys, that it has been matter of great difficulty to 
me to find my way out of them. I have been be* 
trayed by my hurry into the middle of a market, tho 
proper residence of inhumanity. I have paid many 
9 six*and-»eight-peDce for non^appearaAcc at tlio 



4Hir my lawyer hwA appoiotod for tnitioefls ; and^ 
ehat woatd hurt some people wone than all the 
eat, I have frequently arrived too late for the diii-> 
lers I have been invited to at the houses of my 
riends. 

All these difficulties and distresses, I began to 
latter myself, were going to be removed, and that 
[ should be lefl at liberty to pursue my walks through 
Me straitest and broadest streets, when Mr. Hogarth 
Krst published his prints upon the subject of cruelty ; 
but whatever success so much ingenuity, founded 
apoQ so much humanity, might deserve, all the hopes 
I had built of seeing a reformation proved vain and 
fniitle««. I am sorry so say it. but there still remain 
in the streets of this metropolis more scenes of bar- 
barity than perhaps are to be met with in all Earope 
besides. Asia Ut too well known for compassion to 
brutes ; and nobody who has read Busbequius, will 
wonder at me for most heartily wishing that our 
common people were no crueller than Turks. 

{ should have apprehensions of being laughed at, 
were 1 to complain of want of compassion in our 
law ; the very word seeming contradictory to any 
idea of it ; but I will venture to own that to me it 
appears strange, that the man against whom I should 
be enabled to bring an action for laying a little dirt 
at my door, may with impunity drive by it half a 
dozen calves, with their tails lopped close to their 
bodies, and their hinder parts covered v.ith blood* 
He must have a passion for neatness not to be envied, 
who does not think this a greater nuisance than the 
tight of a few cinders. 

I know not whether it is from the clergy's having 
looked upon this subject as too trivial for their no- 
tice, that we find them more silent upon it than 
could be wished : for as daughter is at present no 
branch of the priesthood, it is to be presumed they 

r2 
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have as much compassion as other men. The Spec- 
tator has exclaimed against the cruelty of roasting 
lobsters alive, and of whipping pigs to death : but 
the misfortune is, the writings of an Addison are 
seldom read by cooks and butchers. As to the 
thinking part of mankind, it has always been con- 
vinced, I believe, that however conformable to the 
general rule of nature our devouring animals may 
be (for I would not be understood to impeach, what 
is our only visible prerogative as lords of the crea- 
tion, an unbounded licence of teeth) we are never- 
theless under indelible obligations to prevent their 
suflering any degree of pain, more than is abso- 
lutely unavoidable But this conviction lies in such 
hands, that I fear not one poor creature in a mil- 
lion has ever fared the better for it, and I believe 
never will ; since people of condition, the only 
source from whence this pity is to flow, are so fer 
from inculcating it to those beneath them, that a 
very few winters ago they suffered themselves to be 
entertained at a public theatre by the performances 
of an unhappy company of animals who could only 
have been made actors by the utmost energy of whip- 
cord and starving. 

I acknowledge my tenderness to be particularly 
affected in favour of so faithful and useful a crea- 
ture as a dog ; an animal so approaching to us in 
sense, so dependent upon us for support, and so 
peculiarly the friend of man, that he deserves the 
kindest and most gentle usage. For no less thao 
the whole race of these animals I have been under 
the greatest alarms, ever since the tax upon dogs 
was first reported to be in agitation. I thought it a 
little hard indeed, that a man should be taxed for 
having one creature in his house in which he might 
confide ; but when I heard that officers were to be 
appointed, to knock out the brains of all these ho- 



be^ doitiestics, who should presume to tHake theit 
apptsarance in the streets without the passport of 
their master^s name about their necks, I became 
seriously concerned for them. 

This enmity against dogs is pretended to be 
founded upon the apprehension of their ffoingmad ! 
but an easier remedy might be applied oy abolish- 
ing the custom (witii many others equally ingenious) 
of tying bottles and stones to their tails ; by which 
means («id in tiiis «ne particttlM* I must give up 
tny clients) the unfortunate sufferer beoomes tnh^ 
ject to the persecutions of his owa species, too apt 
4(» join the run agftinut a brother in distress. Bmt 
^reat allowance ^ould be made fet an aaimai^ wko 
wm an intimacy of near six thousand yean with maai 
has learnt but one of his bad qualities. 

To conclude this subject t as i cannot but join in 
nptnion with Mr. Hogarth> that the frequency df 
manlers among us is greatly owing to those scenes 
t>fcrueUj, which the lower ranks of people are jo 
vincfa accttstomed lo ; iasfaead of cault^lying suck 
aeenes, I should ratiier hope that some proper mo* 
4ifeod night be lixed upon^ either ibr preventing 
ihem, or removing them out of aight : sothaftoar 
ittlants might aot grow up into the worVd in a faoH^ 
liarity "^th blood. If we may believe the nature. 
atistSf that a lion is a gentle animal till his tonguo 
lias -boea dipped in blood, what precairtion ought wc 
4o use to provent man from being inured to it, wiw 
iias «ioh auperiority of powerto do 
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Difficile est Satiram non scribere. Jut* 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir, 

It has always appeared to me that there 
thing extremely absurd in a general satire : 
* will always instruct vanity how to shun, aD<J 
impudence to reject its application, I cann< 
ver thai it is likely to answer any better ] 
than that of giving encouragement to rogi 
administering comfort to fools. 

This species of writing is by no means of 
invention, and consequently can have nd i 
connection with the reigning manners of the 
times. If we examine the satirists of an 
age, we shall find that they have all unan 
followed the example of their father Sic 
and represented the human species in a ver 
tural light; nor do I think it possible for 
to display his talents this way, without ha^ 
course to the sam6 expedient. From hence 
infer, that the description of a monstrous 
ter, in those early days of simplicity and inr 
was considered only as an ingenious piece o 
tion, and that their false notion of wit was 
occasion of their giving into such a ridicuh 
tom. And this, as I take it, will be suffi 
account for its being so fashionable with w 
time, though there be manifestly no othe 
for our admitting it, than because we are pi 
fancy the judgment of the ancients, and 
copy indiscriminately from all their model 
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servile veneration. But supposing this to be a true 
-representation of the case before us, and that men 
of wit never satirize with any offensive design, but 
purely for the sake of displaying their abilities; yet 
^vhat shall we say for those churlish inalecontents, 
who pretend to write satire, with no other earthly 
talent for it than rank malevolence ? Why truly, it 
-is to be feared, they have no less exa<»perating a 
reason for reviling all mankind, than because they 
are deservedly despised by every body that knows 
them. For as it is absurd to suppose, that a man 
who has always been very civilly treated by the 
world, should have any inclination to fall out with 
it in good earnest, so every worthless fellow who 
has been justly morticed by its contempt or aver- 
sion, will naturally be provoked to expose himself 
to its utmost derision, by a silly attempt to retaliate 
the insult. And hence it is, that if a few splenetic con- 
ceited wretches are not caressed up to the extrava- 
gant expectation of their own imaginary deserts, 
they shall immediately vent their resentment in all 
those alaiming exclamations, which have, with 
equal propriety, been echoed through every century 
of the world. Then forsooth, that utter neglect of 
merit, which has been the constant reproach of every 
other age, shall once more be the peculiar infamy 
of this; then we shall be sunk again into the very 
dregs of time^ and shall at length be most assuredly 
.filling up that astonishing measure of iniquity, which 
has been just on the very brink'of being completed, 
•ever since the first judicial infliction of an universal 
-deluge. 

It is very remarkable that this whim of degene- 
racy has always been most prevalent in the most re- 
fined and enlightened ages, and that it has constant- 
ly increased in exact proportion with the progress 
of ar^ and sciences. Kvery considerate pei*son> 
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therefore^ vpoQ SQch « discovery, will of eoom be 
itrcii»ed to coasider a\i invectives agattast tke eor- 
ruption of the present times^ as so many convrncing 
testimoiifes of om* reai impro^remeat. I iind> Mr. 
Fitz-Atiam, it i« Spanr OfKnioii^ that the experience 
of oar ancestors has not beea entirely Urrown away 
upon us, and that the vvorld is likely to grow better 
and wMer the toager it la^its. I lauet own i am eD» 
tirely of yoar way of thiafctng, and shoalvl be very 
ready to declare, was I not afraid of offending yanf 
laodesty, how ranch benefit it it likely to receive 
from your weelkty instructions. 

To those who are sequestered from tiie taore 
•crowded scenes of 1i^, and raast there^ne inl 
themselves ^estadled alaiost on every subject, ImiI 
audi as the private Rmd of their own iaiaginatioai 
taa funish them with ; to those, f say, it may seem 
^ery surprising that you should be able to pvocure 
•so many ^esh materials for the gratificatnoti of their 
curiosity. But the ^bncy of the polite multitude ii 
inexhaustibly fertile ; and they who are oonversaiH 
*\\iiii it at this time, will be so far from ilaagioing 
that you are distressed 4br want of aovelty, that 
they will rather think it impossible for tbenifableit 
pen to keep pace with its inoovattoas. The only 
thing that can give them any surprise is, tiiat you 
should still be catching at every recent foHy that 
comes in your way, when they can supply you with 
such a plentiful crop of new and unheard-of virtues. 
I am aware that new virtues will sound a little odd 
ite some precise formal creatures, who -have eon* 
ceived a strange notion that all the virtues nuft 
-eteraidly and invariably result from some certain 
ninintell^ffible principles, which are called the rela« 
tions and fitnesses of things* Bat surely no man itt 
•his senses would ever refuse to vary the fashioa of 
i»is 'morals, if tiie taste of iheHtmes wquired it i iff 
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(1 be absurd to the last degree^ to snippose 
is not altogether as reasonable to dross out 
iners to the best advantage, as to wear any 
1 ornament for the recommendation of our 
; and not only because the couimon prac- 
;he world will justify our using as much art 
aging the former as the latter, but because 
iicult to conceive that there should be any 
sseutial harm in new modelling a habit of 
nd, than in altering the trim of a coat or 
at. 

really it is astonishing to think what an ad- 
J our present improved state of mortality has 
the aacient systems of virtue. If barely to 
ice has been generally reckoned the begin- 
F virtue, to convert vice itself into virtue, 
3eds border very nearly on the very perfec- 
merit. And can any one pretend to deny 
.t many practices, which in times past were 
d with infamy, have at length, by our inge- 
ontrivances, been transformed into the most 
)le accomplishments ? A great wit of the 
! having asked, by way of a problem, why it 
ich more difficult to say any thing new in a 
ric than in a satire, endeavoured to account 
limself, by observing, that all the virtues of 
id were to be counted upon a few fingers, 
s their vic^i were innumerable, and time was 
adding to the heap. But a late mor::li<t has 
o obliging as to make a great diminution in 
oiber of our vices, and withal so ingenious, 
ilist the greatest part of them into the cata- 
)f virtues ; so that at present a copious lam- 
light to be looked upon as a work of amaz- 
ention, and a trite or barren dedication as 
bet only of dulness. I wmII not pretend to 
sy to what an emiaent degree of perfectioa 
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this double adTantage most in time advance ns. I( 
is certain that we have at present but fvw vices kf) 
for vkH to encounter with ; and as I have reason to 
believe, that it it their names chiefly which make 
them ibrmidable, I think it would be very prudent 
firstof all to give their characters a little softening; 
for could we but once bring ourselves to look opoc 
them with iodifierence. I make no doubt but w< 
should soon be able, either to eRtirpate them eft 
tirely, or, at leasts to gain them over with th!: res 
of their party to the side of virtue. 

Some travellers, indeed, have endeavoured U 
make us believe, that many of our modern virtue 
have been long since practised in some other pait 
of the world : but let them talk of the Mengrelianc 
Topinambos, and Hottentots as much as they please 
yet I am satisfied that we have made more refine 
ments, if not n>ore divscoveries, that any of them 
and that we are still cultivating many curious trad 
in the regions of virtue, which, in all likelihood 
without our assistance, must have forever i%maioe 
iu the terra incognita of morals. 

I am, Stit, 

Your*9, 9fC. 
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Ik all my researches into the human heart (tl 
study of which has taken up my principal atteatic 
for these forty years past) I have never been i 
cocifbuaded and perplexed as ait discovering, tb 
while people are indulging themselves opt»4y ai 
witl>out disguise in tiie commtsstoii of almost evei 
vice tlitt their natures iikciioe tkem to, ttiey shoo! 
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esire to conceal their Tirtaes, as if they were really 
shamed of them, and considered them as so nnany 
rjeaknesses in their eoDstitutkjns. I know a man 
t this very hour, who is in his heart the most do* 
destic creature livings and whose wife and children 
rre the only delight of his life, yet who, for fear of 
leing laughed at by his acquaintance, and to get a 
"eputation in the world, is doing penance every 
evening at the tavern, and perpetually hinting to his 
:oinpanions, that he has a mistress in private. I 
un acquainted with another, who being overheard 
apon a aiclf'bed, to recommend himself to the care 
of Heaven in a short ejaculation, was so ashamed 
of being told of it, that he pleaded light-headed- 
ness for his excuse, protesting that he could not 
possibly have been in his right senses, and guilty of 
•Qcb a weakness. I know also a third, who fnim a 
serious turn ofmind, goes to church every Sunday, 
ip a part of the town where he is totally unknown, 
that he may recommend himself to his acquaint* 
HiBce, by laughing at public worship and ridiculing 
the parsons. 

There are men who are so fond of the reputation 
of an intrigue with a handsome married woman, 
that without the least passion for the object of their 
pursuit, or perhaps the ability to gratify it if they 
had, are toasting her in all companiei«, persuing her 
to every public place, and eternally buzzing in her 
ear, to convince the world that they are in posses* 
sion of a happiness, which if oiiered to them, would 
only end in their disappointment and disgrace. 
And what is still more unaccountable, the lady thus 
pursued, who possibly prefers her husband to all 
other men, should countenance by her behaviour 
Ibe suspicions entertained of her : and contenting 
ktis^li' witk the secret cu&sciouiioess of her i»no« 
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cence, shall take pains to be thought infamous by 
the whole town. 

That there are persons of a difFereot stamp from 
these, I very readily allow. ; persons who determine 
to pay themselves by pleasure lor the scandal they 
have occasioned. But it is really my opinion, that 
if the mask were torn oi¥, we should find more vir- 
tues and fewer vices to exist among us, than are com- 
monly imagined by those who judge only from a{h 
pearances. 

A very ingenious French writer, speaking of the 
force of custom and example, makes the following 
remarks upon his countrymen. 

' A man (says he) of good sense and good nature, 
speaks ill of the absent, because he would not be 
despised by those who are present. Another would 
be honest, humane, and without pride, if he was not 
afraid of being ridiculous; and a third becomes 
really ridiculous, through such qualities as would 
make him a model of perfection, if he dared to 
exert them, and assume his just merits. In a word 
(continues he), our vices are artificial as well as our 
virtues, and the frivolousnessof our characters per- 
mits us to be but imperfectly what we are. Like 
the play-things we give our childrt- n, we are only a 
faint resemblance of what we would appear. Ac- 
cordingly we are esteemed by other nations only as 
the petty toys and trifles of society. The first law 
of our politeness regards the women. A man of 
the highest rank, owes the utmost complaisance to 
a woman of the very lowest condition, and would 
blush for shame, and think himself ridiculous in the 
highest degree, if heofFered her any personal insult. 
And yet such a man may deceive and betray a wo- 
man of merit, and blacken her reputation, without 
the lea^t apprehension either of blame or punisb* 
meut.' 
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I have quoted these remarks that I might do jus- 
ice to the candour of the Frenchman who wrote 
iiein> and at the same time vindicate my country- 
men (unaccountable as they are) from the unjust 
imputation of being more ridiculous and absurd 
Jian the rest of mankind. 

In France, every married woman of condition in- 
trigues openly ; and it is thought the highest breach 
^ French politeness^ for the husband to interfere in 
etny of her pleasures. A man may be called to an 
account for having seduced his friend^s sister or 
daughtei'j because it may be presumed he has car- 
ried his point by a promise of marriage ; but with a 
married woman the case is quite diderent, as her 
gallant can only have applied to her inclinations^ or 
gratified the longings of a lady, whom it had been 
inlkihy to have refused. 

There is a story of a Frenchman, which as I have 
only heard once, and the majority of my readers 
pernaps never, I shall beg leave to relate. A banker 
at Paris, who had a very handsome wife, invited an 
English gentleman, with whom he had some money 
transactions, to take a dinner with him at his coun- 
try-house. Soon after dinner, the Frenchman was 
called out upon business, and his friend left alone 
with the lady, who to his great surprize, from 
being the easiest and gayest woman imaginable, 
scarcely condescended to give an answer to any of 
his questions ; and at last, starting from her chair, 
and surveying him for some time with a look of in- 
dignation and contempt, she gave him a hearty box 
on the ear, and ran furiously out of the room. 
While the Englishman was stroking his face, and 
endeavouring to penetrate into this mysterious be- 
haviour, the husband returned ; and finding his 
friend alonej and inquiring into the reason, was 
told the whole story. What^ sir, says he« did she 
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strike you ? How did you entertam her? WitI the 
common occurrences of the towD> aDswcred tbc 
Englishman; nothing more^ I asfuxe yoa. Anddii 

ou of^er uo rudeness to her, rctarned the ether? 

«'o, upon my honour, replied the friend. Sh^ hu 
behaved as she ought, then, Mud the FrcncbnMi ; 
for to be ak>ne with a fine woman, and Diake ub at- 
tempt upon her irirtue, is an afiront to her beauty; 
and she has resented the indignity aa became a wo- 
man of spirit. 

I am prevented from returning to the subfect of 
this paper, by a letter which i have just nowreceifcd 
by the penny-po6t, and which I ahall lay before mj 
readers exactly as it was sent me. 

Mr. Fits-Adam. 
Walkiug^p St. James's street the other ^ay, I wn 
stopt by a very snuirt young female, who begged my 
pardon for her boldness, and looking very inao- 
cently in my face, asked me, if I did not know her. 
The manner of her accosting me, and the extreme 
prettiness of her 6gure, made me look at her witk 
attention ; and I soon recollected that she had beea 
a servant girl of my wife's, who had taken her fron 
the country, and after keeping her three yean in 
her service, had disniissed her about two months 
ago. ' What Nanny,^ said I, * is it you ? I never 
saw any body so fine in all my life.' * (> sir !' says 
she, (with the most innocent smile imaginable, 
bridling her head, and curt'sying down U> the 
ground) ' I have been debauched siuce I lived with 
my mistress.' ' Have you so, Mrs. Nanny,' said J ! 
' And pray, child, who is it that has debauched you ?' 
' O, sir !' says she, * one of the worthiest gt-ntlemeo 
in the world, and he has bought me a new negltg^ 
for every day in the week.' The giri pressed me 
earnestly to go and look at her lodgings, which she 
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mred me were hard by in Bury-street, and as fine 
«t duchess's; but I declined her oB'er, knowing 
It any arguments of mine in favour of virtue and 
ifi^gowns, would avail but little against pleasure 
d silk negligees. I therefore contented myself 
th expressing my concern for the way of life she 
d entered into, and bad her farewell. 
BeiBg a man inclined to speculate a little, as of«* 
i as 1 t^ink of l^e iitiery of this giH, and the rea-> 
fi alleged for it, I cannot help fancying, whenfver 
aft in company with a pretty woinaii> dressed out 
yond her Tisibie circumstances, patched, painted, 
d ornamented to the extent of the mede, that she 
goiag to make me her l^est cnrt'sy, and to teii me^ 
9, sir! I have been debauched since I kept good 
rapany.* 

8ttt though this excuse for finery was given me by 
fo&ifHi, I believe it may with equal propriety be ap- 
ied to the men. Fine places, Une fortunes, fine 
ttses, and fine things of alt kinds, €nre too often 
rdiased at the expei»ce af honesty ; and I seldom 
i n plain ceuatry gentleman turned -canrtipeT, and 
fving in a fine coat at iAk" kvees of great men, 
lOBe looks do wot tell ine that he is come to tnwn 
he debauched. 

I <:oold wish, Mr. Fits-Adam, that from these 
de hints, you ^onld favour your traders with a 
MHilation upoa this -subject, wliicfe would be 
^!y «nteiftaining to aH, and particularly oblig- 
ate 

Sin, 

YowrmostkumMf setvant, 

CD. 
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No. lys. THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, i: 



To Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
Sir, 

As I have a singular favour to beg of yoti^ I 
it proper to preface my request with some ac 
of myself. 

I am at present one of the numerous fratern 
ms'i R£8SEi> gentlemen; a disconsolate I 
daily contending betwixt pride and poyert 
mournful relick of mis-spent youth ; a walking 
with two hands pointing to the. lost hours; 
having been long ago tired with putting my 6 
into empty pockets, am at last desirous of eno 
ing them in soliciting the assistance and recon 
dationof the World. 

I was bred at a great public school, not fai 
this metropolis, where I acquired a knowlw 
the classics and the town superior to my ; 
From this school I was transmitted to a renc 
college in a celebrated university, from when< 
dull and phlegmatic contemporaries have slic 
the greatest preferments in church and state, 
contented themselves indeed with going on 
trot in the common road of application and pat 
while I galloped with spirit tli rough w^ys les 
fined, till at last 1 found myself benighted in s^ 
of debts and distresses. However, as I cont 
to adorn my mind with the most elevated senti 
of ancient and modern poetry, I was the moj 
guine of all mortals, never once doubting bu 
the time would shortly arrive, when I was 
loaded with fortune^ and distinguished by ho 
1 looked upon avarice as the meanest of vice 
therefore rooted it from my bosom. I consi 



friettd Ub ip a> the wiMett of viitoeB^ and tlierefore 
became laie friend i»f everybody. Impudence I -dis* 
carded^ and -called in vaodesty and hnmility to be 
my cMHnenors. Thns generous, friendJy, aoedest* 
and iimnbie, I 'was placed by my friends in the 
Inner Temple. Bnt I tpiickly di'tsoovetred that my 
esquired viittres, and UBcommon k««w ledge, were 
so maay impedmeais to tkne stady of ibe law ; a 
prdfessK>n too solid in itself to reqtiiTe any extemai 
advantages, and (except the great wig and serjeafnt's 
coiff ) aeemiag abeathitely iiradpeadent of rW ao(|ai* 
akiovs vihtiksofftvcT. I thei*efope q«itted it in time, 
and camoaeficed "frae genHeiaan. la this capacity i 
liad tbe honour of «ippittg my chocolate in a certani 
4oiise» was chosen siemi>er 'of a certain clvb, and 
aaen ^ouod that 1 'waMted nodiiang but noniiy to 
inure passed my time as agreeably' as the best of 
4bem ; that is to say, by being always in good cofn* 
pany, without the fatigue of good[ conversation; 
-ev^r at a feast, withont the -vnh^ oiH of appetite ; 
•constantly at play, withont the least sport % JbtHi^*er- 
iiig after politics, widiout the powens of digestion 4 
«Qd embarrassed with acquaiatauce, without a single 
liriend. But wanting the one thing oeodiul for all 
these enjoyments, and there being a war upon €be 
tx>nt»iient, I quitted the iiiie gentleman for tbe so^ 
dier« and made a aunpaiga in Flanders. My regv 
mentals were >highly pleasing to me ; and I had i>eri- 
iaifniy succeeded toastaiF'before tbe end of the wari^ 
-<;oald 1 <have arrived at the least smattering either 
i>f gunnery -or fortification. I had read KlIiGefiar'B 
•commentaries and Polybius, and fancied (myself im- 
|)Taved by tbem ; bnt Bland's treatise of miHtary 
-exercise was whatl could never contprebend. How*- 
«ver I loitered through the campaign without igno- 
ininy, and at my retorn honm wisely sold my 
commission. 

83 



198 "wo»LT>. iri9S, 

' The great and decisive step in life still riemained 
untried. The temple of Hymen, with all its en- 
chanting prospects, was open to my view, and ^ 
lured my attention. The groups of Capids that 
seemed to flutter in the roof, together with the 
gaiety and satisfaction that appeared in every fece, 
tempted me to enter ; and amidst a crowd of bean- 
ties, a young lady of a most ingenuous countenanct 
and slender make, soon captivated my choice. She 
was void of pride, notable, steady, enterprizing, and 
every way qualified for the station of life in wbick 
fortune had placed her, which was that of a maid of 
honour to a foreign princess. Her name was Ma- 
demoiselle Necessite', daughter of a younger 
branch of the ancient family of that name in Gas- 
cony. She lent a favourable ear to my addresses; 
and indeed a strong similitude of features and 
circumstances seemed to have destined us for one 
another. 

Amidst the inexpressible joys of this union, I be- 
came the father of two lovely daughters, who were 
christened by very genteel foreign names, signifying 
in English Assurance and Inventiom. i ex- 
hausted the small remainder of my substance cm the 
education of these daughters ; not doubting but 
that they were given to me for the support of my 
declining years. At the instigation of the eldest, I 
commenced author, and made the press groan with 
my productions in prose and verse. 1 sighed for the 
revival of factions and parties, to have an oppor- 
tunity of signalizing my pen in the service of my 
country ; and like the heroine of old, who encompas- 
sed a large territory with a single hide, I entertained 
hopes, from a well-timed halfpenny ballad, to new- 
hang my garret with the most elegant paper. But 
I soon found that I had nothing to eat but my own 
words^ and that it was in vain for roe to 'write> 
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vnfess 8 sclfeme was found out to compel men to 
read : and indeed, were it not for the charity- 
schoolsy which have in some measure multiplied 
^e literati in this country, the names of author 
sod publisher would long since have been ob* 
hterated* 

Yoo may easily perceive, sir, that I am now in 
that class of life, which I can only distinguish 
by the title of a distressed gentleman. But 
however uncomfortable my situation may be, I am 
determined to give my existence fair play, and to 
see it out to the last act. You need therefore be 
voder no apprehensions of my dying sudden'ly : 
and to say trie truth, I have so great a veneration 
lor physicians and apothecaries, that I cannot think 
of taking the business out of their handsji by become 
ifig my own executioner. 

My youngest daughter, who is really a most., 
ingenious girl, has frequently solicited me to try 
a scheme of her's; which, after long and mature 
deliberation, I am inclined to think may be of great 
service to my country, and of no small benent to 
myself and l^mily. 

I have long remarked the number of Suddeiji 
DEATHS that abound in this island, and Mive ever 
lamented the disgraceful methods that persons of 
both sexes in this metropolis are alntost daily tak- 
ing to get rid of iheir being. The disfiguring pistol, 
the slow stupefaction of laudanum, the ignomini- 
ous rope, the uncertain garter, the vulgarity of the 
New River, and the fetid impurity of Rosamond*;? 
pond, must be extremely shocking to the delicacy of 
all genteel persons, who are wilbng to die decently 
as well as suddenly. At once therefore to remedy 
these inconveniencies, I have contracted for a piece 
of ground near the Foundling-hospital^ and pro* 
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cured credit vi'i^ ta •builder to ernct t;o«v«aieift 
apartments for the receptfon «f all sadh ^of the tto* 
bility, gentry, snd otberi, as are tired erf* ^i!fe. I 
hvLve contrived a most efi«ct«al machine for the 
easy -decapitation of mjc4i as chuse tliat ncybie and 
iionourable exit ; which no doubt must giyic great 
satisfaction tio all persons -of quality.^ aaid those who 
Would imitate them. I have a commod^ons bath 
for disapipotuted ladies, paved with warble, a«d fed 
by the clearest springs, wherelibe psftient may drowa 
with the utmost privacy and elegance, i hare p» 
tola for gamesters, which ^(histead of buHels «r 
slugs) are charged with kmded dtce, so that they 
may have the pleasure of puttivig an tend to thm 
existence by the very means wbiofa sufiporfted it 
i have daggers and poison for distressed aotoss tai 
actresses, and swords fixed obliquely in the (fleor 
With iherr pohits upwards, for the gentkmcn «f the 
army. For attorn ies, tradesmea, and mediaoria^ 
who bavB BO taste for the genteeler exits, i hme a 
iong room, in which a range of halters are Maenad 
to a beam, with their aooses itiady tied, i 4ia?e 
also a handsome garden for the entoaibingof all Wf 
Igood custonrers, and shall snbmit their considera- 
tion of %)e to thetr «wn generosity, only claniKiig 
their heads as my constant lee, that by freqoeut dha* 
sections and examinations into the several %raioi^ 
I may at last discover and remedy the cause of so 
unnatural a propensity. And that nothing -may be 
'Wanting to make my scheme complete, I propose 
Agreeing with a coroner by the year, to miog ia 
jsuch Tcrdicts as I shall think proper to direct. 

This, sir, is my scheme ; and the favour i kaveto 
ask, is, that you will recommend it to the public, 
mnd make it known through your Would, that I 
^all ajtesn my Jiouse on the first xlay of I^ovembar 



next; and tl>at to prevent mistakes^ there will be 
written, in large capitals over the door, 

THE RECEPTACLE FOR SUICIDES. 

I ftXD, Sir, 

Your humble servant, 

John Anthony Tbistman. 
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I HAVE lately considered it as a very great mij^- 
fortune, that in various papers of this work 1 hav4( 
made noscruple of honestly confessing to my readers, 
thai I look.upon myself to be the wisest and most 
learned philosopher of this age and nation. But 
the word is gone forth and I cannot retract it ; nor 
indeed would it be fair in me to attempt it, as I hud 
no manner of decay in my intellectual faculties, but 
on the contrary, that I am treasuring up new know- 
ledge day after day. I was aware indeed that such 
t confession, given modestly and voluntarily under 
my own hand, and confirmed every week by a niui>t 
excellent essay ^ would gain universal belief, and 
bring upon me the envy of the weak and malicious; 
but with all my penetration, I was far iwm foreseeiu'j^ 
the many inconveniencies to which it has subjected 
me. 

My lodgings are crowded almost every morning 
with learned ladies of all ranks, who, like so many 

2ueens of Sheba, are come from afar to hear the wis- 
om of Solomon : but it happensa littleunfortunately, 
that though my answers to their questions give equal 
satisfaction with those of that monarch, yet the gold, 
%nd the spices^ and the precious stones, which were 
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the reward oF his wisdoiii, are neV^ 90 ttucb tt 
oftered me. 

In the families which I visit abroad. a.t>fQifbi]od 
silence is observed as soon as I enter the room; no 
that instead of mixing in a free and easy conver- 
sation, I labour under all the disadvantages of a 
king, by being so unfortunately circumstanced as to 
have no equal. 

I have endeavoured by stratagem to remove these 
inconveniencies> and have frequently written a very 
dull paper, that my companions May imagine thejr 
have caught me trippings and be inductnd to coo- 
verse with me as with other men ; but they found 
out my design, and are so far Irom apply tn» limine 
the uh(pn«ndo bonus darmitat Htmems, t^at &t6f "n*^ 
gard me as a prodigy whenevei* i am seen. Mm 
Filzs-Adam, indeed, wno is less in awe of me 0im 
{>e4'hap8 I would sometimes chii»e, and who latf a 
communicative diRposition, never fails to iiilbltt IM 
liow the world goes oti ; she also «noo«t«g«i ber 
maid Betty (who is a very knowing body tti aii li> 
mily concseras) to bestow «pon me, as mm waito at 
table, her whole stock of intelligence; which if t 
l>ad a mind to be personal, w^Mldcontntetegreaily 
to the entertainment <of these pafMrs. I oaght Mt 
do conceal that I owe the freedom with which the 
girl treats me, to the ^nvaH top in ion ^ve has con- 
ceived of my parts; having beera often nrg*ed by tier 
lo turn the World int(» a news>f>aiper, for that then 
there would be truth in it^ and something wort! 
reading. 

At the cofiTee-liouses I am atill more perpltnce^ 
than in private families: for as every «»an men is 
a politician, and as I have incaiatiousty dodared « 
print that C am a consummate master of thalt mx^ 
ence, I am Mirronndied at «ny •enti^nce by all tlit 
company in th« room^ and que0iM>aed by twenty 
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Teicas li cart on the state of public •ffain. I am 
4r»vn into an ambuscade with general Braddockji 
and kepi in cloite confinement with admiral Bynff* 
Kwssia and PniMia^ though our very good frienoa 
wd alli«a» ha^e declared war upon my ouiet^ and 
the national Militia has beaten me out of doors. To 
plead ignorancQ upon these occasions would bo 
bighly iMibecQming a lover of truth, who has given 
it ond'cr his band that he knows every thing ; and 
to discover all I know> might, as matters stand at 
piesent, be a little imprudent. I am therefore a 
silent hearer of all the questions that are asked me» 
till baling tired them with taciturnity, I am suffered 
to escape. 

To remedy this inconvenience, and as I am a 
great walker, I now and then take a stroll to the 
cofiee-hooaes about MoorBelda and Cripplegate, 
wbeto, . if not my name, my person at least is mu 
kaown. At these places I have the good fortune of 
being an uninterrupted hearer of all that passes i 
and I cannot sufficiently express the pleasure I ror 
ceivo at aeeing so many worthy tradesmen and me* 
cbanioa met together every evening for the good of 
their country, and each of them laying down a sy«* 
tern of politics, that would do honour to the sa« 
gacity or the ablest administration. 

I am tempted to take these walks rather oftner 
than is agreeable to me, to avoid certain inconve^ 
nioncies at hoaie, which my wonderful abilities are 
aimoat continually subjecting me to. The political 
writers are at present a numerous body; and as they 
cauiot but take notice that I am making no pe« 
cuniary advantage of my great knowledge in public 
afiairs, and are thoroughly sensible that a very small 
part of it would make a rich figure in a twelve<p 
penny pamphlet, they are continually teazing me 
(aeccffdiag to the achool<-boy^s phrase) for a iittla 
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jvense: bat whatever sense the readers o( 
pamphlets may chance to find in them, I ca 
assure them that it is none of mine, Tke a 
ents of boroughs are also very importunate v 
for letters of instruction to their several me 
but though I entirely approve of this custoi 
think it highly necessary that every gentle 
parliament should be instructed by his con9 
in the true interest of his country, yet I be 
excused from meddling with such matters, a 
tent myself with dismissing the said cons 
with one word of advice, which is, that in s 
remonstrances to their members, they woul 
as slightly as possible upon the grievance of • 
tion ; it being, in my private opinion, qua 
Mith their bread and butter. 

To balance all this weight of inoonvenie 
have nothing but a little vanity to throw i 
scale: for to confess a very serious truth, the 
ness I enjoy is more owing to my great virt 
my great knowledge ; and were it not tor mi 
will to mankind, who will not suffer thems* 
be instructed by any other hand, I would ps 
ray wisdom at a very easy price, and be as i| 
as the best of them. 

The value of every acquisition is only to 
mated by its use; and every body knows, 
the commerce vrith the world, an ounce of c 
is worth a poand of sense. I am sorry to saji 
the whistle, the top, the hobby horse, and thi 
show, have administered more delight to my 
days (for I have been a boy as well as other 
all the treasures of learning and philasopl 
done to my riper years. Those pleasures, i 
gave way to others of a higher nature ; and 
cetious Mr. Punch took his turn to entert 
The theatres at last attracted all my atl 
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There, while my imagination was cheated, and real 
kings and queens, in all the magnificence of royalty ^ 
seemed to be exhibiting themselves to my view, my 
delight wa3 inexpressible. But reason and know- 
ledge soon combining against me, shewed me that 
all w^as deception ; and in conjunction with a de- 
mon, called I'aste, suggested to me at one time the 
weakness of the performance, and at another the in- 
capacity of the actors, till in the end, nothing but a 
Shakspeare and a Garrick had power to entertain 
me. 

Thus driven by too much refinement from all the 
pleasures of youth, I had recourse to those deep and 
profound studies, that have since made me the ob- 
ject of my own wonder, and the astonishment of 
mankind. Butalas! how ineffectual and unsatisfying 
are all human acquisitions 1 The abilities that will 
for ever make my memory revered, are robbing me 
of my enjoyment ; and besides the evils that I have 
already enumerated, I am regretting in the best 
company that I cannot enjoy the solidity of my own 
- thoughts, and am hardly to be persuaded that there 
is any thing worth reading, but what I write my- 
self. 

A little learning (as Mr. Pope observes) is a 
dangerous thing. I^et me add from experience, 
that too much is a fatal one. And indeed it seems 
the peculiar happiness of the present age to chime in 
with these sentiments: insomuch, that it is hoped 
and expected of the rising generation, that they will 
be so trained up, as to sutler no inconveniencies from 
any learning at all* The pleasures of childhood 
will then be constantly secured to them, and, witll 
ignorance for their guide, they may take their pil« 
grimage from the cradle to the grave, through a 
constant road of delight. 
- Sampson was destroyed by his own strength : and 

VOL. XXIX. T 
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the wisdom of Adam Fita-Adam, llko that •£ 
mon of uid^ is only vauUy and vex^tioa. 
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,..f Perire quarent, uec nmlicbriUt 

Eapavit tnsem. Hob. 

^ --■ 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
Sib, 

To a well-disposed mind, tb^r<B can be nci f 
satlsiaction than the knowledge |hat Qpe'i^ ^ 
for the good of the public have been ^fpwaeii 
success. This, sir, is remarkably the ca^^ qf 
paper of September the 9th, on Suicide ; a fat 
able rage^ which I hop^ yuu will proceed toeji 
and I do Qot doubt but you wiU be a^ fainq 
rooting out what I may be allowed to q%\\ 
combat, or the humour of (ighting with one's ^ 
your predecessor the Tatler was for explodic 
ridiculous custom of duels. The pleasantry q{ 
essay on the reigning modes of voluntary 4 
has preserved to a little neighbourhood a veri 
pitable gentleman, to the poor a go#d frieml 
very deserving son and daughter a tender p 
aiid has saved the person himself from a i 
exit. This character, sir, which perhaps li 
natural partiality 1 may have drawn .^ litU 
amiably, I take to be my own ; and not to ti 
you with the history of a m^n who h^ n^tbil 
markable belonging to hiini I will only let y^ 
what is so far necessary, as tjbat I am a geutjbn 

$b9<»t fiftyi }mn ft iW^nM iwtilt« in 



V^\9t, I wafti.9. !Zoy 

tr<mditlbii> hkm skenk a gi^at deal of th^ worid> md 

without being weary of it, live chiefly in the coun- 
try i*ritfc tdiildren Whom I fcv«. You wiH be cu- 
rious to know what couM drive my thoughts to so 
idesperatfe a resoiutiofi, when 1 td4 yim farther, that 
i hate i|;aining^ have buried my wife> and have no 
one illness. But a^as ! 8ir> I am extremely uv//- 
^om: pedigfve is my distemper; and having o^ 
«ervesd how much the mode of self-murder prevails 
anioag people of rank, I grew to think that there 
was no living withoet killing one's «eif. ^I reflected 
liAW many chT my great ancestors had fallen in batt^, 
by ^he axre, or in duels, according as the turn of this 
nerwrlil %(^ in which they lived, disposed of the 
g n feitity ; amd I thought the descendant of so many 
Ileitis tnti^t cMrtrive to perish by means as violent 
a»i iHustrtoinB. What a disgrace^ brought i, for th« 
fctht grand kmi of Mowbrays, Veres, and Beau- 
ctaknps^ «o die, in a good old age of a fever \ I 
bhishvd whenever I cast mine eyes on our genn- 
atogy ia the tktie parknir.^-^I determined to shoot 
ny^eif. it is tnle, no man ever had more relactance 
to hntve the world ; and when i <^'e«it to clean mf 
|nst6ls> every drop of Mowbray Mood in ny veina 
nm ^ cokl as iCe. As my constitution is good and 
Irfearty, I thonght it woold be time enough to 4ic 
•smkkti^ twenty or thirty years Irence ; but happeib- 
fng ^abnat a hHifnth ligo to be near choaked by a 
fish-bone, I was alarmed for the honour of my ftt- 
iBiity^ and hav«h«een«ver sinceprc^pflriiig/or cfcaf*. 
The letter to be left on <my table (vdiich indeed 
tnost me some trMible to comipo6e, as i had no ree^ 
aon to igrv^ 1m my sitddm resohtion) was written 
"Mt fatfr> *vvhea f read yonr {mper ; aivd frooi thaft 
sirinnte I have changed my mind; amd thoogh it 
«lKmld bt ever 6o great a disgrace to my famiiy, i 

T 2 
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am resolved to live as long and as happily as I 
can. 

You will no doubty good sir, be encouraged from 
thfs example, to pursue the reformation of this con- 
tagious crime. Even in the small district where 1 
live, I am not the only instance of the propensity to 
such a catastrophe. The lord of the manor^ whose 
fortune indeed is much superior to mine, though 
there is no comparison in the antiquity of our fa- 
milies, has had the very same thought. He is 
turned of sixty-seven, and is devoured by the stone 
and gout. In a dreadful fit of the former^ as his 
physician w^as sitting by his bed-side, on a sudden 
his lordship ceased roaring, and commanded his re- 
lations and chaplain to withdraw, with a composure 
unusual to him even in his best health ; and putting 
on the greatest appearance of philosophy, or what, 
if the chaplain had staid, would have been called 
resignation, he commanded the doctor to tell him, 
if his case m^as really desperate. The physician, 
with a slow profusion of latinized evasions, endea- 
voured to elude the question, and to give him some 
glimmerings of hope, that there might be a chance that 
the extremity/ of pain would occasien a degree qf fever ^ 
that might not be mortal in itself, but which, if tkingt 
did not come to a crisis soon, inight kelp to carry his 
lordship off, * I understand you, by G-^d/ says bis 
lordship, with great tranquillity and a few more 
oaths ; * Yes, d — n you, you want to kill me with 
some of your confounded distempers; but PI 1 tell 
you what, 1 only aiked you, because if I can't pos- 
sibly live, 1 am determined to kill myself; for rot 
me ! if it shall ever be said that a mau of my qua- 
lity died of a cursed natural death. There, tell 
Boman to give you your fee, and bid him bring me 
iny pistols. ' However, the fit abated, and the neigh- 



boikhoQfd h stifl wsitiDg 'with greit Tmpttience to 
be gttrprhed with am account of his lordship's kav* 
ing ^ot himself. 

However, Mr. Fitz-Adam^^Kteiisrve as the servic* 
is Miiioh y<m maty render to thetronoronnity -by abo« 
iishing tins 'heathenish practice, I think in some re* 
flpecfts it is to 'be treated with tenderness ; in one 
case always 4a be tolerateki. Katrontfl courage ia 
certamly liot at liigfa'-water-mark : what if the no* 
tioB tif the dignky of self-murder should <be itidulged 
tiU the end bt the war ? A man who has rcsolutioii 
«nongh to kill iiimself> will certarnl5'^ never dread 
being killed by any body else, it is the privilege eif 
nfrtC'-dying EngUshmitn to chuse his death : if any of 
OUT high-spirited notions are ci*amped, it may lea*> 
Ten OUT wiioie fond of vakmr; and while we arc 
likely to have occasion for all we can exert, i 
i^uld humbly be of opinion, that you permrtted 
^f-morder till the peace, upon this condition, thatt 
9t should be dishonourable for any inaii to kill lmQ-> 
telf, till he had ibund that no Frenchman was brav« 
•enough to perform that service for him. 

Indeed the Tery celebration of this mystery haa 
been transacted hitherto in a manner somewhat 
mean, arid unworthy people of fashion. 'So trades- 
man could iiang himself more feloniously than 
vourirery nobles do. There is none of that open de* 
fiance of the laws of their country, 'none df that con^ 
tempt for what the worid may think of them, which 
they so properly wear on other occasions. They 
steal out of the world from their own closets, or be- 
fore their servants are up in a mcrming. They le«v« 
a miserable apology behind tbem, instead of sitting 
tip all night drinking, till the morning comes for 
dispatching themseWes. Unlike their great origi- 
nab, the Romans, ^-ho had reduced self-murdertoa 
agrMoni of good breeding, and used to smd card$ to 

t3 
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their acquaintance to notify their intention. Part 
of the duty of the week in Rome was to leave one's 
mime at the doors of such as were starving them- 
selves. Particular friends were let in ; and if very 
intimate, it was even expected that they should ase 
some common-place phrases of dissuasion. I can 
conceive no foundation for our shabby way of bolt- 
ing into t'other worlds but that obsolete law which 
inflicts a cross-road and a stake on self execu- 
tioners ; a most absurd statute ; nor can I imagine 
any penalty that would be eftectual, unless one could 
condemn a man who had killed himself to be brought 
to life again. Somewhere indeed I have read of t 
successful law for restraining this crime. Id sonit 
of the Grecian states, the women of fashion incur- 
red the anger of Venus — I quite forgot upon what 
occasion ; perhaps for little or none : goddesses io 
those days were scarce less whimsical than their 
fair votaries— -Whatever the cause was, she inspired 
them with a fur}' of self-murder. The legislature 
of the country, it seems, thought the resentment of 
the deity a little arbitrary ; and to put a stop to the 
practice, devised an expedient, which one should 
nave thought would have been very inadequate to 
the evil. They ordered the beauteous bodies of 
the lovely delinquents to be hung up naked by one 
foot in the public squares. How the fair offenders 
came to think this attitude unbecoming, or why 
they imagined any position that discovered all their 
charms, could be so, is not mentioned by historians; 
nor, at this distance of time, is it possible for os 
moderns to guess: certain it is, that the penalty 
put a stop to the barbarous custom. 

But what shall one say to those countries, which 
not only allow this crime, but encourage it, even in 
that part of the species whose softness demands all 
protection^ and seems most abhorrent from every 
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thing sangTMinary and fierce ? We know there are 
nations, Where the magistrate gravely gives permis- 
sion to the ladies to.accompany their husbands into 
the other world,*and where it is reckoned the great- 
est profligacy for a widow not to demand leave to 
burn herself alive. Were this fashion once to take 
here> I tremble to think what havock it would oc- 
casion. Between the natural propensity to suicide, 
and the violence of conjugal engagements, one 
should not see such a thing as a lozenge, of a widow. 
Adieu jointures ! adieu those so A; resources of the 
brave and necessitous ! What unfortunate relict but 
would prefer being buried alive to the odious em- 
. braces of a second passion ? Indeed Mr^ Fitz-Adam> 
you must keep a strict eye un. our fair country- 
women. 1 kftow one or two who already wear 
pocket pistols, which, considering the tenderness of 
their natures, can only be intended against their 
own persons. And this article . leads me naturally 
to the only case» in which, as I hinted above, l.thinx 
self-murder always to be allowed. The most admi« 
red death in history is that of the incomparable Lu^ 
cretla, the pattern of her sex, and the eventual 
foundress of Roman liberty. As there never haa 
been a lady since that time, in her circumstancef,, 
but what has imitated her example, I think, sir, I 
may pronounce the case immutably to be excepted : 
and when Mr. Fitai-Adam, with that success and 
glory which always has and must attend his laboui-s, 
has decried the savage practice in vogue, I am per* 
suaded he will declare that she is iM)t only excus- 
able, but that it is impossible any woman should 
live after having been ravished. 
i am. Sir, 

Your trull/ obliged humble savant 

and admirer. 
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It is a vulgar notion, and wortliy of Ae *v 
for it is both false arid absurd, that passion9ft 
pie are the best-natured people in the tvorW. 
are a little hasty, it is true ; n trifle vHU put the 
futy ; and while they are in that Jury, they neithe 
nor care what they sny or do ; hut then as soon t 
over, they are extremely sorry and penitent for < 
jury or mischief they did. This panegyric or 
choleric good-natured people, when e!;caniini 
amplified, amounts in plafn common sense an< 
lish to this : that they are good-natured whe 
are not ill-natured ; and tliat wbt^k in then 
rage they have said or done things tba 
brought them to the gaol or the gallows, tfa 
extremely sorry for it. It is indeed highly 
ble that they are ; but Tv^here is the repara 
those whose reputations, limbs, or lives the 
either wounded or destroyed ? This concern 
too late, and is only for themselves. Self-la 
the cause of the injury, ai^d is the only mc 
the repentance. 

Had these furious people real good^naturc 
first offence would be their last, and they wo 
solve at all events never to relapse. The ri 
they felt their choler rising, they would enjoir 
selves an absolute silence and inaction, and 1 
sudden check rather expose themselves toa n 
tary ridicule (which, by the way, would be fc 
by universal applause) than run the least 
being irreparably mischievous. 

I know it is said in their behalf, that this i 
to wrath is constitutionally so sudden and so 
that they cannot jtifle it, even in its birth : 
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p<?rience shews ns, that this allegation is notoriously 
false; for we daily oJ[)serve that these stormy per- 
sons both can and do lay those gusts of passion, 
when awed by respect, restrained by interest, or in- 
timidated by fear. The most outrageous furioso 
does not give a loose to his anger in presence of hig 
sovereign, or his mistress; nor the expectant heir 
in presence of the peevish dotard from whom he 
.hopes for an inheritance. The soliciting courtier, 
though perhaps under the strongest provocations, 
from unjust delays and broken promises, calmly 
swallows his unavailing wrath, disguises it even un. 
der smiles, and gently waits for more favourable 
moments : nor does the criminal fly in a passion at 
his judge or his jury. 

There is then but one solid excuse to be alleged 
in favour of these people: and if they will frankly 
urge it, I will candidly admit it, because it points 
out its own remedy. I mean, let them fairly conr 
fess themselves mad, as they must unquestionably 
are : for what plea can those that are tVantic ten 
times a day, bring against uhaving, bleeding, and 
a dark room, when so many much more harmless 
niadmen are confined in their cells at Hedlam for 
bei\ig mad only once in a moon ? Nay, I have beea 
assured by the late ingenious doctor Monro, that 
uuch of his patients who were really of a good-na- 
tured disposition, and who in their lucid intervals 
were* allowed the liberty of walking about the hos- 
pital, would frequently, when they found the pre- 
vious symptoms of their returning madness, volun- 
tarily apply for confinement, conscious of the mis- 
chief which they might possibly do, it* at liberty. 
If those who pretend not to be mad, but who really 
are so, had the same fund of good-nature, they 
would make the same application (o their friend;^ 
if they have any* 
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There h in tfat MienagiaAa> a ytty pretty n 
one of these ^ivgty gerttlenreti^ whitch sets tbc 
travagancy ih a very ridiculous light. 

Two gentlemen werfe riding togetlvRr, oireef ^ 
who was a choleric ime, hapf)ened to 1>c tebuh 
ft high-mettied horse. The horse grew a VMi 
blesome, at which the rider grew very angri 
\vhipped and spur red him with great ftiry; to 
the horse^ almost as wrong-headtKl an his n 
replied with kU-kinff and plunging. Thecomp 
concerned for the danger^ and ashamed of th< 
of his friend, said to him coolly. Be quiet, Bt 
and skew ycnirself the wiser of the two. 

This sort of madness, fori will call it by no 
name, flows from various causes, of which 1 
liow enumerate the most general. 

Light uiibailacrted heads are very apt to be 
net by every gnslt, or even breere of passion \ 
ftppretiate things wrong, and think evei-y th 
importance, but what really is so ; hence thoi 
quent and sodden transitions from silly joy to 
anger, according as the present silly humour i 
tified or thwarted. This is the never-failing 
racteristic of the uneducated vulgar, who oft 
the same half-hour fight with fnry, and -shake 
tvith affection. Such heads give themselves ns 
to reason ; and if yon attempt to reason with 
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and nobody can have move than I have, I must con« 
fess that in all their debates^ I have much more ad- 
mired the cppiousiiess of their rhetoric^ than th# 
couclusiveiieas of their logic. 

Peopk of strong animal spirits, warm constitu« 
lions, and a cold geoius (a most uolbrtunate and 
ridiculous, though common compound) are mosi 
irascible animals, and very dangerous in their wrath. 
They ai^e active, puzzling, blundering and petu- 
lantly epterpriaiug and persevering. > They are im- 
patient of the least contradiction, haying neithec 
arguments nor words to reply with; and the animal 
part of their composition bursts out into furioua 
explosions^ which have olten mischievous conse- 
quences. Nothing is too outrageous or criQiiual 
^r them to say or do in these fits.; hut as the be-» 
ginning of their fuenzy is easily discoverable by their 
glaring eyes, inflamed countenances, and rapid mo- 
tions, the company, as conservators of the peaco 
(which, by the way, every man is, till the authority 
qf a magistrate can be procured) should forcibly 
leise these madmen, and confine them in the meaa 
time* in some dark closet, vault, or coal-hole. 

Men of nice honour, without one grain of com- 
mon honesty (for such there are) are wonderfully 
combustible. The honourable is to support and 
protect the dishonest part of their character. Thd 
conscioA^sness of their guilt makes them both sor^ 
and jealous. 

There is another very irascible sort of human ani- 
jnakj whose madness proceeds from pride. These 
are generally the people, who having just fortunea 
sufficient to live idle and useless to society, create 
themselves gentlemen, and are scrupulously tender 
of the rank a^d dignity which they have not. They 
ire(|oire the more respect, from being conscious that 
they have no righl to any. They construe every 
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thing into a slight^ ask explanations with heat, and 
misunderstand them with fury. Who are yout 
What are you f Do you kmnv xiho you speak to t 
I'll teach you to be insolent to a gentleman, are their 
daily idioms of speech, which frequently end in as- 
sault and battery, to the great emolument of the 
Round-house and Crown-office. 

I have known many young fellows, who at their 
first setting out in the world, or in the army, have 
simulated a past^ion which they did not feel, merely 
as an indication of spirit, which word is falsely 
looked upon as synonymous with courage. They 
dress and look fierce, swear enormously, and rags 
furiously, seduced by that popular word spirit. But 
I beg leave to inform these mistaken young gentle- 
men, whose error I compassionate, that the true spirit 
of a rational being consists in cool and steady reso- 
lution, which can only be the result of reilectioa 
and virtue. 

I am very sorry to be obliged to own, that there 
is not a more irritable part of the species than my 
brother authors. Criticism, censure, or even tbe 
slightest disapprobation of their immortal works, 
excite their most furious indignation. It is true in- 
deed that they express their resentment in a man* 
ncr less dangerous both to others and to themselves. 
Like incensed porcupines, they dart their quills at 
the objects of their wrath. The wounds given by 
these shafts are not mortal, and only painful in 
proportion to the distance from whence they fly. 
Those which are discharged (as by much the greatest 
number are) from great heights, such as garrets or 
four-pair-of-stairs rooms, are puffed away by the 
wind, and never hit the mark ; but those which are 
let oilTmm a first or second floor, are apt to occasion 
a little smarting, and sometimes festering, especially 
if the party wouudcd be unsound. 
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.Our GftEAT Creator has wisely given us pas- 
Bioii8> to rouse us into action^ ancl to engage our 

fratitude to tiim by the pleasures tliey pi-ocure us ; 
at at ttie same time he has kindly given us rea.soji 
fiufTicicnt, if we will but give that reason fair play, 
to controul those passions; and has de legatee au- 
thority to say to them, as he said to the waters, 
' Thus far shall ye go, and no farther/ Tiie angry 
man is his own severest tormentor ; his breast knows 
no peace, while his raging passions are restrained 
by no sense of either religious or moral duties. 
What would be his case, if his unforgiving ex« 
ample (if I may use such an expression) were fol- 
lowed by his All-mercifi;l Maker, whose for- 
fiveness lie can only hope tor, in proportion as he 
imseif forgives and loves his fellow-creatures ? 
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If wc give credit to the vulgar opinion, or even to 
the assertions of some reputable authors both an- 
cient and modern, poor human nature was not ori- 
ginally formed for keeping : age has degenerated ; 
and from the fall of the first man, my unfortunate 
ancestor, our species has been tumbling on. century 
by century, from bad to worse, for about six 
thousand years. 

Considering this progressive state of deteriora- 
tion, it is a very great mercy that things are no 
vrorse with us at present ; since, geometrically 
speaking, the human ought, by this time to ha\e 
sunk infinitely below the brute and the vegetable 
species, which are neither of them supposed to have 
dwindled or degenerated considerably, except' in a 
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▼ery few inftaDces : for it must be owned that cor 
modern oaks are inferior to those of Dodona, oer 
breed of horses to that of the Centaurs, and oQr 
breed of fowls to that of the Phoenixes. 

But is this really the case? Certainly not. It is 
only one of thove many errors which are artfully 
scattered by the designs of a few, and blindlv 
adopted by the ignorance and fblly of the many. 
•The moving exclamations of — these sad times! ihu 
degenerate age f the atfecting lamentations over de^ 
dining virtue and triumphant vice, and the tender 
and final farewel bidden every day to unrewarded 
and discouraged public spirit, arts and sciences, are 
the common-place topics of the pride, the envy, 
and the malignity of the human heart, th^t can 
more easily forgive, and even commend, antiquated 
and remote, than bear contemporary and conti^^uous 
merit. Men of these mean sentiments have arway3 
beei} the satirists of i\\e\x pwn. ^nd the panegyrists! 
of /ornfier times. They give tnis tone, vv^hich took, 
like birds in the dark, catch by ear, and whistle all 
clay long. 

As it has constantly been my endeaypur to roqt 
out, if I could, or, if I could not, to expose the vices 
of the human heart, it shall be the object of this 
fJay's paper to exanriiqe ^his strange inverted entail 
of virtuH and merit upwards, according to priority 
fif h'u'Xh, and seniority of age. I shall prove it to fc|e 
tbrged, and consequently null and void to all ii|- 
tents and purposes whatsoever. 

If I Ipved to iingle, 1 would say that human na- 
ture has always been invariably the same, though 
always varying : that is, the same in substance, but 
varying in forms and modes, from many concurrent 
rauses, of yvhich pi;rhiips we know but few. Cli- 
Tnate, education, a'.cidents, severally contribute to 
f-fiange thp^^ modes ; but in all climates, and iq al| 
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ages, we discover through them the same passions, 
anectioDs, and appetites^ and the same degree of 
virtues and vices. 

This being unquestionably the true state of the 
case, which it would be endless to bring instances 
to prove frnm the histories of all times and of all. 
nations, I sliall, by way of warning to the incau- 
tious, and of reproof to (he designing, proceed to 
explain the reasons, which I have but just hinted 
at above, whv the human nature of the time being; 
has always been reckoned the worst and most 
degenerate. g 

Authors, especially poets, though great men, are, 
alas 1 but men ; and like other men, subject to the 
weaknesses of human nature, though perhaps in a. 
less degree : but it is however certain that their 
breasts are not absolutely strangers to the passions 
of jealousy, pride, and envy. Hence it is that they 
are very apt to measure merit by the century, to, . 
love dead authors better than living ones, and to 
love them the better, the longer they have beei\ 
dead. The Augustan age is therefore their favourite 
sera, being at least seventeen hundred years distant 
from the present. That emperor was not only a 
judge of wit, but, for an emperor, a tolerable per- 
former too ; and Maecenas, his first minister, was 
both a patron and a poet : he not only encouraged 
and protected, but fed and fattened men of wit at 
his own table, as appears from Horace : no small 
encouragement for panegyric. Those were times 
indeed for genius to display itself in ! It was ho- 
noured, tasted, and rewarded. But now tan* 

pora ! mores! One must however do justice to 
the authors, who thus declaim against their own 
times, by acknowledging that they are seldom the 
aggressors ; their own times have commonly beguri 
with them. It is their resentment, not their judg* 

u 2 
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iwent (if they have any) that speaks this language. 
Anger and despair make them endeavonr to lowei 
that merit, which, till brought very low indeed, the] 
are conscious they cannot equal. 

There is another and more numerous set of mucl: 
greater men, who still more loudly complain of the 
Ignorance, the corruption, and the degeneracy o 
the present age. These are the cionsummate vo 
Ibnteer, but unregarded and unrewarded politicians 
who at a modest computation amount to at leas 
three millions of souls in this political country, am 
who are all of them both able and willing to steei 
the great vessel of the state, and to take upoi 
themselves the whole load of business and burtnei 
of employmerusj for the service of their dear coan 
try. The administration for the time being is alway 
the worst, the most incapable, the most corrupt 
that ever was, and negligent of every thing but thci 
own interest. Where are now yottr Cecils and y<m 
Wahinf^hanis f Those who ask that question coolc 
answer it, if they would speak out. Themselves: Fo: 
they are all that and more too. 

I stept the other day, in order only to inquin 
how mv poor country did, into a coffee-house, tha 
is without dispute the seat of the soundest politic 
in this great metropolis, and sat myself down withii 
ear-shot of the principal council-table. Fortunately 
for me, the president, a person of age, dignity 
and becoming gravity, had just begun to speak. H< 
stated with infinite perspicuity and knowledge the 
present state of aflfairs in other countries, and thi 
lamentable situation of our own. He traced with 
his finger upon the table, by the help of some coffee 
which he had spilt in the warmth of his exordiom, 
the whole course of the Ohio, and the boundaries ol 
the Russian, Prussian, Austrian, and Saxon domi- 
nions ; foresaw a long and b\oo^^ N^^t xx^on the con- 
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tinent, calculated the aappHes necessary for carry* 
ing it on, and pointed out the best mettiods of rais* 
ing them, which, for that very reason, he intimated 
would not be pursued. He wound up his discourse 
with a most pathetic peroration, which he conciuded 
with saying, TTiings were not carried on in this way in 
queen Elizabeth's days ; the public was considei^df and 
able men were consulted and employed. Those were 
days ! * Ay, sir^ and nights too, 1 presume^' (said 
a young fellow who stood near him) ' some longer 
and some shorter, according to the variation of the 
seasons ; pretty much like ours.' Mr. President 
was a little surprized at the suddenness and pert* 
ness of this interruption ; but recomposing himself; 
answered with that cool contempt that becomes a 
great man, 'I did not mean astronomical days, but 
political ones.' The young fellow replied, ' Q then« 
sir, I am your servant,' and went oft' in a laugh. 

Thus informed and edified, I went off too, but 
could not help re6ecting in my way, upon the sin* 
gular ill-luck of this my dear country, which, as long 
as ever I remember it, and as far back as I have 
read, has always been governed .by the only tw^ or 
three people, out of two or three millions, tptaUy 
incapable of governing, and unfit to be trusted. 
But these reflections were soon interrupted by num- 
bers of people, whom I observed crowding into a 
public-house. Among them I discovered my wor* 
thy friend and taylor, that industrious mechanici 
Mr. Regnier. I applied to him to know the mean- 
iog of that concourse ; to which, with bis usual hti« 
xnadity, he answered, ' We ai-e the master-taylors, 
who are to meet to'^night to consider what is to be 
done about our j«»urneymen, who insult and impoee 
upon us,- to the great detriment of trade.' I asked 
him whether under his protection 1 might slip in 
and hear their deiiberatioos. Un laii^ ^^i^ ^a^ 
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welcome; for that they should do nothing to be 
ashamed of. I profited of this permission,* and fol- 
lowing him into the room, found a considerable 
number of these ingenious artists assembled, and 
waiting only for the arrival of my friend, who it 
seems was too considerable for business to begin 
without him. He accordingly took the lead, opened 
the meeting with avery handsome speech, in which 
he gave many instances of the insolence, the unrea- 
sonableness, and the exorbitant demands of the 
journeymen taylors ; and concluded with ol>ser?ing, 
' that if the government minded any thing now-a- 
days but themselves, such abuses would not have 
been suffered ; and had they been but attempted in 
queen Elizabeth's days, she would have worked them 
with a witness/ Another orator then rose up to 
speak ; but as I was sure that he could say nothing 
better than what had just fallen from my worthy 
friend, I stole off unobserved, and was pursuing my 
way home, when in the very next street I discovered 
a much greater number of people (though by their 
dress of seemingly inferior note) rushing into an- 
other public-house. As numbers always excite my 
curiosity almost as much as they mutually do each 
others passions, I crowded in with them, in order 
to discover the object of this meeting, not without 
some suspicion that this frequent senate might be 
composed of the journeymen taylors, and convened 
in opposition to that which I had just left. My 
suspicion was soon confirmed by the eloquence of a 
journeyman, a finisher, I presume, who expatiated 
with equal warmih and dignity, upon the injustice 
and oppression of the master taylors, to the utter 
ruin of thousands of poor journeymen and their 
families; and concluded with asserting, .'it was a 
shame that the government and the parliament did 
not take notiee of such -abases } and that had the 
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master taylors done these things in qaeen Eliza* 
beth*s days, she would have mastered them with a 
vengeance, so she would/ 

I confess I could not help smiling at this singular 
conformity of sentiments, and Almost of expres- 
sions, of the master politicians, the master taylors, 
and the journeymen taylors. I am convinced that 
the two latter really and honestly believed what 
they said; it not being in the least improbable 
that their understandings should be the dupes of 
their interests : but I will not so peremptorily an- 
swer for the interior conviction of the political ora- 
tor ; though at the same time, I must do him the 
justice to say, he seemed full dull enough to be very 
much in earnest. 

The several scenes of this day suggested to me, 
when I got home, various reflections, which per- 
haps I may communicate to my readers in some 
fiiture paper. 
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Kento in $€se tentat dncendertt nemo^ 

To Mr. Frrz-ADAM. 
. Sir, 

1; BEG your advice and assistance to enable roe t& 
ged rid of one of the most impertinent companions 
tjiiat ever existed. I have tried every art and con- 
trivance in my power to free myself m>m his odious 
oonvei-sation ; the creature will press upon my re- 
tirement, and force himself upon me in spite oi my 
teeth ; though the tile d tttc isr always the mosfc 
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shocking and untnannerly you can p'ossibly conceive. 
The thing is always meddling in my affairs in a 
manner to be quite intolerable ; always setting them 
in such a light, as cannot fail to pat me out of hu- 
mour ; and teazing me with renectioos that make 
me weary of my life. I am sure I could more easily 
bear the spiteful tongues of twenty witty females at 
a masque rade, than the impertinence of this ani- 
mz\ for a q.uarter of an hour ; and with ccncem I 
find^ that the more pains I take to free mysielf from 
him, the more troublesome lie grows^ 

Nor do I complain only for my own sake, but for 
the sakes of almost the whole circle of my acquaint* 
aiice, as well female as male, who in general are 
pesteced in a most unreasonable manner by this 
saucy intruder, whom all are forced to admit, though 
so few care for his company, and against whp^ pre- 
suniption no rank or dignity, no quality or profes- 
sion, can defend them. He will force himself ibto 
the closet, hover about the bed^ and penetrate 
through the thickest darkness into the deepest re- 
cess ; will travel with us by sea and land, and follow 
the wretch into banishment. In vain does-^e 
statesman hug himself in the success of his un- 
just schemes, or exult in the gratification of his am- 
bition or revenge; unawed by his power, this baugh« 
ty companion will check his career of transport, by 
placing before his eyes the instability of his situa- 
tion, and the consequences of his actions. In vain 
does the flirt or coxcomb, when alone, endeavour 
to recollect with pleasure the badinage of the d^y'; 
the creature will disturb their most delightful reve- 
ries, and by the magic of his intervention, convert, 
all the imaginary agrcmens into vanity, folly, and 
lost time. You cannot wonder then that so many 
ayoi6 and fly him, and that the panic spread by him 
Bbould extend itself for «lu& m^« \ >»^t «::^s^ ^^ be 
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much amazed whnn I assure you/ that it is no un- 
commou thing to see men of sense and courage fly 
from him without reason, and take refuge in those 
polite resorts^ where dissipation, riot, and luxury,* 
secure them from his visits, which they only decline 
because it is unfashionable to converse with him. 
It is surprizing what pains are continually taken, 
what contrivances have been used to get rid of this 
universal phantom. Some flatter him, some bully 
him, and some endeavour to impose upon him ; but 
he never fails to detect their frauds, and to resent 
them with severity. 

The beaus and fine gentlemen seem to revere and 
adore him, pouring forth libations of sweet water, 
and offering him the incense of perfumes ; cloathing 
him in dresses, elegant and expensive as those of 
our lady of Loretto, practising every art of heathen 
or popish idolatry, even torturing themselves for 
his sake ; but all with no manner of success ; for the 
brute in return is as unsociable and disagreeable 
to the pretty creatures, as the most savage squire, 
or the most formal pedant ; so that, spite of their 
pretences, they ar« obliged to fly, as a plague, from 
what they appear most to admire. I cannot here 
omit a whimsical circumstance in this paradoxical 
character, that most people are reproached with 
loving him with the greatest partiality and fondness, 
and are greatly delighted to hear him praised, yet 
very few seek to come to the knowledge of him, or 
cultivate his acquaintance; nay, the greater part 
try all possible means to avoid encountering him. 

Our modern philosophers pretend, by their sys- 
tems, to have silenced him, and by that means to 
have prevented his . being troublesome to them or 
their acquaintance : but how fallacious these pre- 
tences are, is plain from their avoiding all oppor- 
tunities of being ak)ne with hka> and th« cociCu&vciQL 
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they express whenever by uuayoidable necessity 
they are forced to it. Others, as he is a known 
enenay to the modern elegant tables have exerted 
all the arts of the kitchen against him, lengthening 
the feast till midnight to keep him off; but, like the 
reckoning, he appears when the banquet is over, re- 
proaching the bounteous host with his profusion, 
and the pampered guest with his wanton satiety : 
nay, so galling are his reprehensions, and so trou- 
blesome his intrusion, that there have not been 
wantins: instances even in high life, of those, who 
not bemg able to keep him off otherways, have 
called in to their relief the halter, dagger, and pis- 
tol, and fairly removed themselves into another 
world to get rid of him ; though certain queer fel- 
lows pretend that they are bit^ and that he has fol- 
lowed them even thither. 

The fair sex; though generally favourable to the 
impertinent, are so rudely attacked by this insolent 
intruder, that to keep him off*, they have been 
obliged to call in to their assistance the relief of 
routs, balls, assemblies, operas, gardens, and cards: 
and all little enough for their protection. He might 
indeed pretend to some share of their favour, as, 
like themselves, he is a severe censurer of his ac- 
quaintance ; but there is this difference in their ma- 
nagement, that the ladies are generally fondest of 
fixing their censure on the innocent, and their ad- 
versary is a judge that condemns none but the 
guilty. The Buck and the Sot seem to be lea«t af- 
lected by his importunity ; as the one, from his na- 
tural insensibility, can attend to nothing, and the 
other is always asleep. 

In the city, those of the middling rank converse 
with him pretty familiarly; and the rich, to whom 
he might on some occasions prove troublesome, 
have a charm to kee^ Vv\ta o^. Tt^^ ^^® ^ i^vu9- 
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ber of bags, full of pieces of a particular metal, 
eiose together ; or in their stead, some bits of paper, 
inscribed with certain cabalistical characters, which, 
with a Midas-Tike touch, they can transmute into 
gold. By the help of this charm, though they do 
«ot entirely get rid of him, they become quite in- 
sensible to every thing he can suggest. But as 
these materials are not always at hand, or are ap- 
plied to other uses by the politer part of mankind, 
this magic is not properly understood or practised 
at the other end ot the town ; though it is said that 
some particular persons there had tried it with a 
proper effect. 

Notwithstanding all I have advanced of this im- 
Mrtineut visitor, 1 cannot help owning that some 
have attempted to insinuate abetter opinion of him. 
A certain old gentleman for recommending his ac- 
quaintance, got the title of a wise man ; a name at 
present but of small consideratiit^n ; and I am told 
there never were but seven who were allowed that 
title. There are indeed some few persons of high 
rank of both sexes, that do vouchsafe to commune 
with him ; but they are such sort of folks as are 
hardly fit to converse with any but one another; and 
¥ijry happily, one is seldom pestered with them at 
places of polite association ; scarce a man among 
them knowing how to make a bett, to drink his 
third bottle, or that has spirit to aspire at the repu- 
tation of a bonne fortune. The ladies of thii class 
are also so unfit for the conversation of the world, 
that not one i^ te\\ of them knows how to play a 
rubber at Whist, or dares to sit down to a party at 
Bragg. 

I have now, sir, laid my complaints before you, 
and beg your advice how to get clear of my per- 
plexity. My troublesome companion is, no doubt, 
too well known to you to.rec^uire %b^ VQaAT\\<^^^^ 
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his name; but as some of your readers (partica- 
larJy females) may be subject to the frailty of for- 
getting their most intimate acquaintance, I will io- 
form them, that this ghastly phantom that intrudes 
so impertinently upon all sorts of people, this crea- 
ture that we so seldom know what to do with, and 
wish so heartily to get rid of, is no other thanOxE's 
Self. 

I am. Sir, 

Yours, ^c. 

Timothy Loiter. 
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An extravagant passion for collecting flowers, and 
which obtained the name of Ttdipomania, or Tulip 
madness, is said to have become, not many years 
ago, the subject of a restrictive law in one of the 
most frugal countries in Europe. 

Indeed few nations or ages are without their mad- 
nesses; and as it is remarked by physicians that 
every year has its peculiar disease, so we may ob- 
serve that every country, in the course of less than 
half a century, has its peculiar Mania. 

At present the Political Mania is pretty violent 
in these kingdoms; but I believe, upon a little at- 
tention, that we shall find the Genteel Mania to have 
a long while extended itself with the most general 
influence among us. 

The mere word Genteel seems to have had so sin- 
gular an efficacy in the very sound of it, as to have 
done more to the confounding all distinctions, and 
procQOting a ievd\mgi^Y'\\ic\^k, than the philoe^ 
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phical reflections of the most profound teacher of 
republican maxims. 

To do the genteel thing, to wear the genteel thing, 
a genteel method of education and living, or a gen^ 
teel way of becoming either a knave or a bankrupt, 
has ruined as many once worthy families as a plague 
or a civil war, and rooted out of this country more 
real virtues than can be replanted in it for many 
centuries. 

A sense of duties in our several relations is pro- 
digiously ungenteeL It is the prerogative of this 
age to do every thing in the genteelest manner. 
And though our ancestors were good honest people, 
yet to be sure their notions were very vngenteeL 
pl^othingnow seems duller than their apophthegms, 
and their reasoning is as unfashionable as the cut 
of their coats. 

The imitating every station above our own, seems 
to be the first principle of the genteel Mania, and 
operates with equal efficacy upon the tenth cousin 
of a woman of quality, and her acquaintance who 
retails Gentility among her neighbours in the Bo- 
rough. 

So deeply are all ranks of people impressed with 
the Genteel, that Mrs. Betty is ot opinion that routs 
would be very genteel in the kitchen ; and it is no 
surprizing thing for a Monmouth-street broker to 
assure a basket-woman that the old gown he would 
sell to her is perfectly "^en^ec/. 

This genteel disease shews itself under very dif- 
ferent appearances. I have known a healthy young 
girl scarce a fortnight in town, but it has anected 
her voice, distorted her countenance, and almost 
taken away the use of her limbs, attended with a 
constant giddiness of the head, and a restlessness of 
being long in a place ; till at last, repeated colds 
caught at Vauxhall^ a violent fever at a ridotto, 
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something like a dropsy at a masquerade, 
umall-pox in succession, with a general dea 
admirers, have restored her to her seoses, 
old aunts in the country. 

Florio made a good figure in theumversity 
sibte sober young fellow, and an excellent 
till unluckily for him, a scheme to town insp 
with the notions of frV/tl/ZZ/y, usually contract 
Shakspeare and a Bagnio. Instead of his 
tional friendships at the seats of literature, 
sion now was to enjoy the vanity of walkiu 
arm with right honourables in all public pi 
his former acquaintance (if it was someti 
possible to a void the meeting such disagrees 
pie) he scarce condescended to bow, and 
under the heir apparent of an earl could in 
tolerably civil. In a short time he becan 
taverns of the first fashion the principal j 
true relish, and the umpire of debates i 
party at Whist. His equipage, house, and 
were the model of Gentility, to men who 1 
genius for invention, though more fortune th 
8elf ; till having reduced the little patrim< 
him by a frugal father, he was cured of the 
by a proper regimen in the Fleet. 

Dick Ledger was a plain honest man ; hi 
tors had been tradesmen for five generatio 
to the fortune which they had already accui 
for him, Dick by his industr}^, had added al 
thousand pounds ; when unfortunately the 
toras of i\\Q Genteel Mania appeared in the 
Mrs. Ledger's head was first turned, imrac 
after her paying a visit to a very distant rel 
fashion at the other end of the town. Her 
ter soon caught the infection ; and it was 
mously deter.Tiined by the voice of the w 
jnily, notwith8taad\ii2'^x.Aa^%vt\*^ q^Iqioi 



V^IO^^ WOJtLD. 231 

contrary, that it was right for a woman in her situa- 
tion to make soinc appearance ; that it was Mr. 
Ledger's duty, if he had any regard for her and his 
children, to live a little genteel, and introduce his 
£imiiy properly into life. That it was very absurd 
in Mr. Ledger to think of making Tommy a soap- 
boiler, and that a lad of his parts should be brought 
up to some ^fen/ee/ profession. The result of these 
important deliberations was a coach and four horses, 
as many footmen, a fine seat in the country, and a 
town house in Grosvenor-square for the residence 
of Mrs. Ledger. 

Tommy, after taking lodgings for one year in the 
ixilitest college at Oxford, spending there five 
hundred pounds, and becoming a perfect adept in 
tennis, set out upon his travels under the care of a 
French valet de chambre, to learn the Norman ac« 
complishments at Caen : and at length, having left 
bis modesty at Paris, his sobriety in Germany, hit 
morality at Venice, and all religion at Rome, he re« 
tamed, neither fit for a soap-boiler nor a gentle- 
man, with too much pride for the former, and too 
little improvement for the latter. The sum of all 
was, that the reputation of the young ladies became 
somewhat equivocal, and Mrs. Ledger herself was 
thought to be no better than she should be. Mr. 
.Ledger soon after saw his name among the nume* 
rons list of bankrupts in the Gazette. However, by 
returning into the air of the city, he quickly grew 
better, but it is thought that Mrs. Ledger will never 
recover. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 
I have a brother at Cambridge, who is a scholar, 
which I am not, because I am eldest. While he is 
writing a learned history of the fashions of the past 

X 2 
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ages ID politeantiqnity^ I am here in town inventing' 
new ones for the ornament of the present. He has 
studied whole volumes as big as church bibles, about 
the shape of the Roman shoes, the half-moons upon 
senatorial buskins, and the grasshopper pompoma 
worn by the ladies at Athens. Being well ac- 
<]uainted with busts and coins, he has settled with 
great critical exactness the origin of head-dresses^ 
and the chronology of periwigs; and he says that 
he is now at last, after several years meditation 
and reading, able to convince the world, that caps 
and lappets w^ere invented by the Egyptians, and 
that the Greeks used paste in dressing the hair. As 
to mvself, I am the first man who introduced the 
long walking-sticks. As soon as the public comes 
into my fashions I quit them, and generally bare 
the distance of the smartest young fellows aboot 
town in the novelty of my habit. I intend to intro- 
<]uce roll-up stockings and high heels this winter: 
by the following winter, if the mode should take, 
then I shall wear no heels at all, and a pair of trunk 
hose, like my grandfather's picture in our great hall 
in the country. An old gentleman, with whom I 
condescend now-and-then to converse (who by-the- 
bye is my father) often remonstrates to me what 
a mad way of dressing I am got into. I answer, 
that T wonder he should reprove me, wheii he him- 
self is a fop but of twenty years standing : and as 
my acquaintance assure me that I have the gen* 
ieekst fancy in the world, pray now come and sec 
nie at George's (for you will easily know me) and 
tell me if you don't think so. 

Yours, 

Nicholas Novel^ ' 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

* This is to acquaint those who are inclined to 
encoarage every polUe attempt in this nation, that 
an academy will shortly be opened at a proper dis* 
tance from the city, calculated in the gcnteelest taste 
for the reception of persons who would chuse to be 
fashionable. None whose families are in trade will 

be admitted, but the best company only. The price 
of boarding is a hundred guineas a quarter, and 
every thing else in proportion. AH personal ac* 
complishments are taught in the same manner as 
abroad, and great care will be taken to inspire 
them with the gcnteelest sentiments upon all sub- 
jects, whether political, moral, or religious. As to 
the latter, the young gentlemen may be brought up 
in any way tneir friends think most conveuient. 
Several phaetons and curricles will be kept for their 
amusement ; and as the conversation of ladies is so 
necessary to form the douceur of their manners, the 
agrimens of such a society will not be wanting. 
A gentleman, who has studied under Mr. Hoy le, will 
teach them to play at cards gratis. 

* N. B. Judges, bishops, or any great officers 
that happen to be a little auk ward in their address, 
may have an opportunity of learning to dance pri- 
vately, or shall be waited upon at home, if they de- 
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Atir^y r) to /xri^antf 

Ttxjf^t v*<t Ixvi^' ix*"*' So PR. 

Stahant et Parii lapides, spirantia signa. Vibo. 

I AM indebted to a very ingenious correspondent ai 
Ci^bridge.for the following ode, which in justice to 
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its merit, and fbr the entertainmeiit of those o 
readers who have a trae taste for poetical oc 
sition, I haye taken the first opportunity lo 
public. 

AH 

ODE 

ON 

SCULPTURE, 

Led hy the muse, my step pervades 
The sacred haunts, the peacrful shades. 
Where Akt and ScvLVTVBM reign: 
J see, I see, at their command. 
The living stones in order stand. 
And marble breathe through ev*ry veinf 
Time breaks his hostile scythe; he sighs 

To find his pow*r malignant fled ; 
* And what avails my dart/ he cries, 
' Since tliese can animate the dead f 
Since wak'd to mimic life, again in stone 
The patriot seems to speak, the hero frown?* 

There Virtue'^ silent train are seen. 

Fast fix'd their looks, erect their mein. 

Lo ! while with more than stoic soul. 

The * Attic Sage exhausts the bowl, 

A pale suffusion shades his eyes, 

Till by degrees the marble dies ! 

See tittre the injured f Poet bleed ! 

Ah / see he droops his languid head ! ^ 

* Socrates, who was condemned to die by poison, 
t Seneca, bom at Corduba, who» accordiif^g to' Plh 
w&tOT, poet, uid phUoMpUtt. 1^«\\^^ V^ ^^«.tU m the 
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Whai starting nerva, what dying pain, 

Wftat horror freezes ev'iy vein I 
These are thy works, O Sculpture ! tkine to shexo 
In rugged rock a filing sense of woe. 

Yet not alone suck themes demand 
The Phydian stroke, the D^dal hand; 

I view with meitijtg eyes 
A softer scene of grief displayed, 
Wkilefrom her breast the dtueous maid 

Iter Ik F ANT Snz with food supplies. 
In pitying stone she weeps to see 

His squalid hair and galling chains ; 
And trembling, on her bended knee. 
His hoary head her hand sttstains ;* 
Whil^ ejo'ry look, and sorrowing feature prove. 
Haw soft ner breast, how great her filial love. 

Lo f there the wild * Assyrian Queen, 

With threatening brow, and frantic mica ! 

Revenge ! revenge! the marble cries^ 

While fury sparkles in her eyes. 

Thus was her awful form beheld. 

When Babylon** proud sons rebelled ; 

She lift the woman*s vainer care, 

Andjiew with loose diskevelVd hair; , 

She stretched her hand, imbru*d in bloody 

While pale Sedition trenAling stood ; 
In sudden silence, the mad crowd obeyed \* 
Her awful voice, and Stygian Discord fied f 



* Semiramis, cum ei area enltoiii captds api occRpfttir mi»» 
datum esset Babylonem defecUie ; alterik parte crinioib adhoe 
soluti protiuus ad earn expugnandaro cucurrit : nee prius dcco* 
rem. capilloram in ordinem quam tantara urbem in potestaleni 
anam red^git : qoodrci statoa ejus 39ibykiQ» ponta eatt^^c, 
Yal. Max. 4e Ira. 
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With hope, or fear, or love, by Htms, • 
The marble leaps, or shrinks, or bums^ 

As^ ScuLPTU RE waves her hand : 
The varying passions of the mind. 
Her faithful handmaids are assigned. 

And rise or fall by her commimd* 
When now -life's wasted lamps expire. 

When sinks to dust this mortalframe. 
She, like Prometheus, grasps the fire; 

Her touch revive^ the lasnbent flame ; 
While, PliccnixAike, the statesman, bard, or sage^ 
Spring fresh to Itfe, and breathe through co*ry age. 

Hence, where the organ full and clear. 

With loud hosannas charms tiie ear. 

Behold (a prism within his hands) 

Absorbed in tlumght, great * Newton Hands f 

Such was his solemn, wonted state. 

His serious brow, and musing gait. 

When, taught on eagles' wings to fly. 

He trac'd the wonders qf the sky. 

The cltambers qfthe sun explor'd. 

Where tints qf thousand hues are stor'd ; 
Whence cv'ryjfiow'r in painted robes is drest. 
And varying Iris steals her gaudy vest, 

HerCf as Devotion, heavnUy queen. 
Conducts her best, her fav'rite train. 

At Newton'* shrine they bow ; 
And while with raptur'd eyes tlieygaze. 
With YiiLT\iE's purest vestal rays. 

Behold their ardent bosoms glow ! 
Hail migfay mind ! Hail, aDi^ul natne ! 

I feel inspired my laboring breast; 

* A noble statue of Sir Isatc NewtOD, ere^ed in Trinl^ 
college chapel, by doctor Smith. 
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- And to ! J pant, I hum for fume f 

€!ome. Science, bright ethereal guest. 
Ok come, and lead thy meanest, humblest stm^ 
Through Wisdom'* arduous paths, to fair renown f 

Could I to one faint ray aspire. 
One spark cfthat celestial fire. 
The leading Cynosure, that glow*d 
While Smith explored the dark abode. 
Where Wisdom s(U on Nature'* shrine, 
Hoiv great my boast ! what praise tvere mine f 
llhistrious sage ! who first could^st tell 
Wherein thepow'rs of Music dwell ; 
And ev'ry magic chain untie. 
That binds the soul of Harmony / 
To THEE, when mouldering in the dust. 
To THEE shall swell the breathing bust : 
Hffiall here (for this reward thy merits claim) 
* Stand next in place to Newton, as infante.' 
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Of all the improvements in polite conversation, I 
koow of nothing that is half so entertaining as the 
double entendre. It is a figure in rhetoric, which 
^wes its birlh, as well as its name, to our inventive 
neighbours the French ; and it is that happy art, by 
which persons of fashion may communicate the 
loosest ideas under the most innocent expressions. 
The ladies have adopted it for the best reason in the 
world : they haVe long since discovered, that the 
present fashionable display of their persons is by no 
means a sufficient hint to the men that they mean 
any thing more than to attract their admiration : the 
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domble m/nu/rr displays the mind in an equal degree, 
and tells ns from what motiTes the lore of beaoty 
is thrown oat. It is an explanatory note to a 
donbtibl text, which renders the meaning so obvious 
that even the dnllest reader cannot possibly mistake 
it. For though the domble aUemire may somedmei 
admit of a moral interpretation as well as a waA- 
ton one, it is never intended to be understood but 
one way ; and he must be a simple fellow indeed, 
and totally unacquainted with good company, who 
does ifot take it as it was meant. 

But it is one thing to invite the attacks of mea, 
and another to yield to them; and it is by no 
means a necessary implication, that because a lady 
chuses to dress and talk like a woman of the towa, 
she must needs act like one. I will be bold to as- 
sert that the contrary happens at least ten or a dozca 
times within the space of a twelvemcmth ; nay, I am 
almost inclined to believe, that when an enterprisii^ 
voun^ fellow, who, from a lady's displaying her 
beauties in public to the utmost excess of the mod^ 
and suiting her language to her dress, is apt ta 
fancy himself sure of her at a tht d tke, it is lidl 
above four to one but he may meet with a repulse. 
Those liberties indeed, whicl) are attended with na 
ruinous contingencies, be may reasonably claim, 
and expect always to be indulged in ; as the refusal 
of them would argue the highest degree of prudery, 
a foible, which in this age of nature and freedom, 
the utmost malice of the world cannot lay to the 
charge of a woman of condition ; but it does notab« 
solutely follow, that because she is good-hunnoured 
enough to grant every liberty but one, she must re- 
fuse nothing. 

It may possibly be objected, that there is neither 
good breeding nor generosity in a lady's inviting a 
man to a feast, when she only means to treat 
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with the garnish : but she is certainty mistress of her 
own entertainment, and has a right to keep those 
lobstantials under cover, which she'has no mind he 
i^oold help himself to. A hungry glutton may (as 
the phrase is) eat her out of house and home ; and 
if he will not be satisfied with whips and creams, he 
may carry his yoraciootness to more liberal tables. 
A young lady of ceconomy will admit uo such per- 
sons to her entertainments; they are a set of rooust 
unmanneriy creatures, who are perpetually intruding 
thenisetves upon the hospitable and the generous, 
and tempting them to those costly treats, that have 
in the end undone them, and compelled them ever 
miier to keep ordinaries for their support. 

From this consideration, it were heartily to be 
wished that the ladies could be prevailed upon to 
gWe fewer . invitations in public places; since the 
most frugal of them cannot always answer for her 
own (Economy: and it is well known that the profu- 
sion of one single entertainment has compelled many 
a beautiful young creature to hide herself from the 
world tor whole montlis after. As for married la- 
dies indeed, who have husbands to bear the burden 
of such entertainments, and rich widows who can 
aflbrd them, something may be said ; but while 
gluttons may be feasted liberally at such tables, 
and while there are public ordinaries in almost every 
parish of this metropolis, a single lady may beg to 
be excused. 

But to return particularly to my subject. The 
doMe entendre is at present so much the taste of all 
genteel companies, that there is uo possibility either 
of being polite or entertaining without it. That it 
is easily learnt is the happy advantage of it ; for as 
it requires little more than a mind well stored with 
the most natural ideas, every young lady of fifteen 
JUay be thoroughly instxuctcd in the rudimejits «>f 
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it from her book of novels, or her waitiog naid. 
But to be as knowing as her mamma in all the re- 
finements of the art, she must keep the very best 
company, and frequently receive lessons in private 
from a male instructor. She should also be' careful 
to minute down in her pocket-book the most shining 
sentimenis that are toasted at table ; tliat when her 
own is called for, she may not be put to the blush 
from having nothing to say that would occasiou a 
modest woman to blush for her. Of all the modem 
inventions to enliven conversation, and promote 
freedom between the sexes, I know of nothing that 
can compare with those scntiminis; and I may ven- 
ture to aiHrm, without the least flattery to the la- 
dies, that they are by no means inferior to the men 
in the happy talent of conveying tlie archest ideas 
imaginable m the most harmless words, and of en- 
forcing those ideas by the most significant looks. 

There is indeed one inconvenience attending the 
double entendre, which I do not remember to have 
heard taken notice of. This inconvenience is the 
untoward effect that it is apt to have upon certain 
discreet gentlewomen who pass under the denomi- 
nation of old maids. As these grave personages 
arc generally remarked to have tiie quickest cod* 
ceptions, and as they have once been shocked by 
M'hat they call the indelicacy of this figure, they 
are ever afterwards carrying it in their minds, and 
converting every thing they hear into wantonness 
and indecency. To ask them what o'clock it is, 
may be an ensnaring question; to pull oiY your 
gloves in their presence, is beginning to undress; to 
make them a bow, may be stooping for an immodest 
purpose ; and to talk of bed-time, is too gross to be 
endured. I have known one of these ladies to be 
so extremely upon tier guard, that having dropped 
her gold watcb-cas^ m a j^ublic walkj )md being 
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questioned by a gentleman who took it up, ii\hether 
it was her*s or not, was so alarmed at the indecency 
of throwing aside her apron to examine, that she 
flew from him with precipitation, suflering him to 
put it into his pocket and go fairiy oft* with it. 

This false modesiif, which most evidently owes its 
birth to the double entendre, is a degree o£ impu- 
dence that the other cannot match. The possessors 
of it hate unfortunately discovered that the most 
immodest meanings may be couched under very in* 
nocent expressions; and having been once put into 
a loose train of thinking, they are perpetually re- 
volving in their minds every gross idea tiiat word« 
can be made to imply. They would not pronounce 
the names of certain persons of their acquaintance 
for the whole world, and are almost shocked to 
death at the sight of a woman with child, as it sug- 
gests to their minds every idea of sensuality. 

It will doubtless be very astonishing to the 
reader to be told, that even the purity of my own 
writings has not at all times exempted me from the 
censure of these maiden gentlewomen. The Nan* 
kin breeches of poor Patrick the footman, in No. 
ISO of these papers, have given inconceivable of- 
fence. The word breeches, it seems, is so.outrage- 
ously indecent, that a modest woman cannot bring 
herself to pronounce it even whei^ alone.< I must 
therefore in all future impressioi|s of this worl^ 
either dismiss the said Piitrick fronfi his sei*vice, or 
direct him to wait jpon his ladies without any 
breeches at all. Other complaints of the like na«- 
ture have. also been brought against me, which, 
conscious as I am of the purity of my intentions, 
have piqued me not a little. It is from these com- 
plaints that I have entered at present upon the sub- 
ject of this paper, which I cannot conclude withoii^ 
expressing some little dislike to the double entendre^; 

VOL, XXIX k X 
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since with all theplea^^ntry and merriment it occa- 
sions, it has produced th'iafaUe modesty, which, in 
my humble opinion^ is vnpudcnce itself. 
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Th* adorning The€ with to much art 

Is but a needlea skill. Cowi.ry. 

It is a general observation, that the character and 
disposition of every man may, in some degree, be 
guessed at from the formation and turn of his fea- 
tures ; or, in other words, that the face is an index 
of the mind. This remark is certainly not without 
foundation ; nevertheless, as men do not make them* 
selves, but yet are masters of their wills and actions, 
frequent instances happen, in which this rule is 
found to fail, and appearances contradict reality. 

I have often thought that a surer way mi^ht be 
ibund of discovering the secret notions and bias of 
each person ; and that if instead of consulting the 
physiognomy, we were to have recourse to such 
things as are the immediate objects of choice and 
fancy, we should arrive at a truer knowledge of the 
person who adopts them. The best clue w*e can 
lay hold of for this purpose is, in my opinion, the 
ditferent modes of covering and adorning the body, 
or whatever is comprised under the idea of dress. 
The Spanish proverb says, 'Tell me what books a 
man reads, and what company he keeps, and 1 will 
tell you what manner of man he is.' It may be said 
with equal propriety. Tell me how such a person 
dresses, and I will tell you what he is. In fact, na- 
ture herself, by the appurtenances and ornaments 
which she bestows ou dV&.x^\xt animals, seems ta 
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shadow arid point out their latent <}iia1itie8« Who 
can see the peacock strut and spread his eaudy 
train, without conceiving an idea of the priae and- 
yaiiity of that fop among birds? The lion, wrapped 
up in the majesty of his mane, fills us with notions 
of the grandeur and nobleness of its nature. It is 
the same with men. What nature gives to irrational 
aninials, mau, by the help of art, supplies to himself; 
and in the choice and arrangement of his dress^ 
speaks his real notions and sentiments. 

In a theatre, which is the glass of fashion, and 
the picture of the world, it is well known that a 
strict attention is always paid to what is called the 
dressing of the characters. The miser has his 
thread-bare coat; the fop his grey powder, sol itaire, 
and red heel : each character hanging out a sign, as 
it were, fn his dress, which proclaims to the au« 
dienee the nature of his part, even before he utters 
a word. The impression which this outward ap* 
pearance makes upon the mind, is so strong, that 
states and governments have availed themselves of 
it for good and wise purposes. It is certain that 
the ignorant and vulgar part of mankind are most 
easily captivated by what strikes the sight. Love, • 
it is said, enters in at the eyes: and I am apt to 
think, that most of the other passions enter into 
the mind through the same passage. Hence the 
necessity of applying to this sense ; and hence the 
origin of dress, and the pomp of kings, magis« 
trates, and others, calculated (according to Milton) 
only to 

Daztle the crowd, and $et them all agape* 

Among the numberless instances that might be 
brought in proof of this assertion, I have however 
remarked one, in which the means do not seem to 
me to answer the end proposed, or at least that 

y2 
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ought to be proposed by tbem. The instance I 
mean is the regimentals now worn in the army. One 
would imagine, from contemplating the prafession 
of a soldier, that whatever could most contribute 
towards giving an intrepid masculine air and look, 
whatever could impress on the spectator's nund an 
idea of courage, fortitude, and stren^b, would be 
deemed most proper to furnish out the appearance 
of those who devote themselves to all the toils, fa- 
tigues, and dangers of war. And yet, who will say 
that our troops speak their profession in any de- 
gree by their dress ? The red, indeed, in whi«h 
they are cloathed, as it conveys the idea of blood, 
and appears as if stained with the colours of their 
trade, is most certainly proper. But what shall we 
say for all the other articles of their dress ? Who 
that sees any of them so elaborately and splendidly 
equipped in all their trappings, would not be more 
apt to think by their appearance, that they were 
going to grace some public festival, or to assist at 
some joyful ceremony, than that they were men set 
apart to combat with every hardship, and to stand 
in the rough front of war ? When Crcesus, the Ly- 
dian king, displayed his heaps of treasure to Solon, 
the philosopher told him, that whoever had more 
iron, would soon be master of all his gold; inti- 
Inating that shew and pomp were of no account, 
compared to what was really useful, and that riches 
in. themselves were of no value. To adapt thb to 
our present purpose, would not a sort of dress, cal- 
culated to help and defend the wearer, or annoy the 
enemy, be more serviceable than all the pride and 
tinsel that runs through the array, from the genera] 
to the private man ? 

• . The ancient rude Britons seem to have bad a bet- 
ter taste, or at least more meaning in their method 
of adorning theinaieVvt&k xJaaxv xSavc ^lished de« 
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scendants. An they were all soldien, Ccesar tells 
MS, they used to paint their bodies in such a man- 
ner as they conceived would make them appear 
terrible to their foes. Instead of powdering and 
curling their hair, they wore it loose, like the old 
Spartans, who always combed it down to its full 
e5(tent; and as the admirable author of Leonidas 
expresses it, * cloathed their necks with terror/ For 
my own part, I cannot look on our troops, powdered 
and curled with so much exactness, without apply- 
ing Falstaii's expression, and thinking indeed that 
they are food for powder. Nor can I behold the 
lace, and all the waste of finery in their cloathing, 
but in the same light that-I survey the silver plates 
and ornaments of a coffin: indeed I am apt to im- 
pute their going to battle so trim and adorned, to 
the same reason > that the fine lady painted her 
cheeks just before she expired, that she might not 
be frightful when she was dead. To ask a plain 
question. Where is the need of all this finery ? 
' Will it (as FalstafFsays of honour) set a kg } No. 
Or an arm? No. Or heal the grief of a wound ? 
No. It has then no skill in surgery, and is a mere 
scutcheon.' 

When I consider the brilliant, but defenceless 
state, in which our troops go to battle, I cannot 
help wondering at the extraordinary courage they 
have always shewn ; and am pleased to find that 
they unite in their persons the ancient and modem 
signification of the word brave, which implied for* 
mcrly only finery or ornament, but in its present 
acceptation, means courage and resolution. They 
are indeed both brave and fine ; brave as it is pos* 
sible for men to be, but finer than it is necessary for 
soldiers to be ; so that what Csesar said oihi9 troops, 
may with great justice be applied to (Hora, Etiam t/yi* 
guentnttoi bene pugnare fosse I in spite of their finetf 
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and perfumes, they are brave felldws^ and will 
fight. 

I have been led to consider this so faject by a short 
copy of verses lately sent me by a friend, present- 
ing a picture of a modern warrior preparing for 
battle. Homer and Virgil describea tkisir heroes 
ARMING for the fight; but my friend exhibits his 
hero DRESSING for the fight ; it being observable, 
he says, that our military gentlemen use at present 
no more armour in the day of battle, than. they 
do when they . go to church, or pay a visit to a 
mistress. 

THE . 

MODERN WARRIOR. 

The trumpet sounds. To uar the troops advance, 
Adom'd and trim — like females to the dance. 
Proud of the summons to display his might, 
Tfie gajf Lothario dresses /or the fight. 
Studious in all the splendor to appear. 
Pride, pomp, and circumstance of glorious war f 
His well-turned limbs tlie different garbs ittfoldg 
Formed with nice art, and glittering all whh gold.,' 
Across his breast the silken Sash is ty'd. 
Behind tJie Should er-knot displays its pride; 
Glittering with Lace, the Hat adorns his head, 
Grac'd and distinguished by the smart CocKADlf:. 
Conspicuous badge ! which onfy heroes wear. 
Ensign of war, and favorite of the Fair, 
The graceful Queue his braided tresses hinds,, 
And ev'ry hair in its just rank corifines. 
Each taper leg the snowy Guetres deck. 
And tJte bright Gorget dangles from Ms neckn 
Dressed cap-it-pi^, all lovely to the sight. 
Standi the gay Warrior^ and expccu Aefigkm 



Rages the war; fell Slaughter ^ilis around. 
And stretches thousands breathless on tlte ground: 
Down sinks Lothario, sent by one dire blow, 
A wsll*dress'd hero, to the sluides below. 

Thus the young victim, pampered andelate^ 
To some resplendent fane is led in state, \. . -^ 

With GARLANDS cTO^n'd, through shouting crow^ 

proceeds, 
{ And dress'd in fatal pomp^ magnific^tly blee(k\^ 
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Whilst the generality of moralists, maintain il^ 
utility of the passions, the generality of men/c6i]i«> 
plain of their inconveuiefjicy. For though specu* 
latioQ can easily confine them to proper objects^ re- 
strain them within proper bounds, and make the^ 
assistant and subservient to the gjr^test purpose^^ 
experience finds them impatient of the rein, and ^.e 
are hurried by them into ev^ry kjnd <if extravagance. 
In like manner batchelors lay down incomparable 
rules for the government of a wife^ which. the hus- 
band, whose province is. Ov yM^K 4M« «r$^K» not 
theory but practice, may fin/l extremely defective 
in the day of trial. The truth is, that no schemes 
can be formed, no directions can be delivered fpr 
the conduct of the passions, without a previops 
knowledge of their nature, the various circum-« 
stances that may excite them, and the strength they 
exert in every individual. Speculation may in some 
measure prepare^ but qan never suiEciently provide 
ipr practice. Thus ^ moralist may pi'escribe ^^-^ 
tienfie in tJb^ c«w gf paini b^t if the angiush ari9e 
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from, an author's rieading his own works, a patient 
<ear, however useful in general, will serve only to 
aggravate the misery, and perhaps render it insup- 
portable. And indeed such means as these will al- 
ways hie found either lAeless or fatal, for they will 
either have no effect upon the passion, or totally 
destroy it. Let us try therefore to find an expe- 
dicnt'which shall preserve and nourish these ele- 
ments of life, and at the same time prevent those 
evils which are so justly apprehended^ and so frt- 
quently felt from them. 

Aristotle has long ago observed' that poetry is 
inor^ philosophical than history; and Horace has 
not scrupled to prefer Homer to the philosophers 
themselves, even m points of instruction ; in which 
all scnsil^l^ men must unanimously conoar. For the 
passions l^ing a poet's peculiar province, he mnsi 
indisputably be best acquainted with^ their m^ure, 
and best qualified to direct them. From the poet^ 
therefore we may expect information ; and, if Xam 
not much mistaken, every tragic writer will furnish 
us with the expedient we want. For there is scarce 
a single tragedy in which the passions of the hero 
have not full play, and yet by the tabstitution of 
proper objects, are artfally diV^erted from the pro- 
duction of those mischiefs that usually attend them. 
To instance in the tragedy of Fatal Constancy; the 
hero suspecting the craclty of his mistress, or ra- 
ther her obedience to her father, falls with the great- 
<^st propriety into the passion of anger, which thus 
bursts forth, 

Cur$*d be the treacherous sex, cnrs'd he the fiour^ 
Curs'd be the world and ev*ry thing — but her! 

Upon such a provocation as this, it was absolute- 
ly impossible to have prevented the passion ; the 
poet therefore gives it free indulgence; aii4 ^ 



avert the (ktal efl^cts it might have upon- the lady^ 
as the immediate cause, or upon the mere remoi^.: 
one- her father, he supposes it employed in execra-. 
tions against the 9ex in general, the hpur, thci^ 
world, and in short against every thing but his mi8<» 
tress. Now this artifice may I think be very advan-* 
tageoosly removed from the stage to the world, 
irom fictitious to real persons, as appears from th€l^ 
conduct of gamesters, who in an ill run, will witfab 
the greatest vehemence curse their fortune or their, 
cards, and having vented their anger, will play o% 
with the utmost composure and resignation^ and ^i^.,, 
perfectly agreeable to their adversaries. 

, The ancients make mention of one Philoxenus, tk 
celebrated eater, who instead of making his rivaU^ 
the table the objects of his passion, envied cranefi 
for their length of neck ; the short duration of ple9r 
tare being the only defect of his enjoyment, Mi«, 
Pope too takes notice of a reverend sire, . 

Wh» envy*d every sparrow that he iaw, 

I produce these instances merely to shew the pos«^ 
aibility of an innocent exercise of the passions* 
which must be employed to prevent a stagnatioii, 
in the mind, and by these means may be indulged 
without injury to others. Thus rural ^squires, who 
are pure followers of nature, to keep their dogs 
and themselves in breath, trail herrings along the 
i^oad, when the season wiU not admit of real busi«^ 
Hess. 

But to remove all doubts concerning the possible 
)ity of this method, and at the same time to shew 
its utility,! must introduce St. Autstin to my readers^ 
It is well known that the prevailing passion qf thi^ 
saint was love, and that an hsibitual indulgence hadi 
lendored it too forxaid^^ble foj^ a regular ^tu^k. J^ 
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therefore engaged by stratagem > \vbefe his utmost 
strength was ineftectaal^ and bv forming a woman 
of snow for h is embraces, secured his own character, 
and the honour of his fair disciples, from those de- 
rastatit ns to which they must otherwise have been 
fttally exposed. 

An example like this, is, I think, sufRcient to con- 
firm the principles, and reccnnmcnd the practice of 
substituting objects for the exercise of the passions; 
but lest difficulties should arise from the choice, I 
shall point out such as will best correspond with 
some particular passions, that we may from thence 
be enabled to judge what will best suit with the rest. 
To begin with what is most important and most 
prevailing. Love. Should a young lady find herself 
Unfortunately exposed to the unruliness of this pas- 
sion, either by nature or education, by too close an 
attention to the study of romance, or too strong a 
confidence in the conversation of her friends, her 
condition must be very deplorable : for indulgence, 
the most obvious expedient, is prohibited by cus- 
tom ; opposition would always be found ridiculous, 
of^en impracticable, and sometimes fktal; and 
should she follow the example of poor Viola ia 
Shakspeare, 

' ■' ■ who never, told her love* 
But let concealment, like a worm i' th* hmd$ 
Teed on her damask cheek, 

her case must be desperate indeed : for the destruc- 
tion of her charms would infallibly destroy the very 
means of happiness, and make her fit only for the 
incurables of a convent, for which our protestant 
country has not yet thought proper to provide. 
Kow all these inconveniencies will be renrwved by 
substituting some other object to engross her aftec- 
tton. Thus a lap-dog, a squirrel, or a parrot, may 
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relieve her distress, by being admitted to her bosom, 
and receiving those douceurs and caresses which her 
passion prompts her to bestow upon her lover. It 
is certain that the celebrated Antonia escaped the 
fatal ejects of this passion, and preserved her cha* 
racier untainted amidst the slanders and corruption 
of the -worst of courts, by fixing her affection upon 
a lamprey. In vain did the beaus of Rome ofier up 
tiieir vows ; her tenderness was devoted to her fa- 
vourite fish, on which she doted to that degree, 
.that she fondly adurnt;d it with her choicest ear- 
rings. 

But if this method should not sufficiently answer 
the great purpose of giving exercise to the passion, 
I cannot tbrbear the mention of one more, and that 
IS cards. A parti carre at Cribbage or Whist wUl 
give full scope to the restlessness of its nature, and 
enable the fair female to indulge it. in all its stages: 
for every deal will excite her affection or her anger : 
will inflame her jealousy, or restore her ease ; \\\\\ 
give her all the pangs of disappointment, or furnish 
the silent transports of success. 

What has been hitherto proposed is designed for 
the unmarried ladies; the situation and circum- 
stances of a wife, being in some respects diiferont, 
may require a different treatment. If therefoi« 
what is here prescribed prove ineffectual, she may 
.have recourse to St. Austin's remedy, which is aI-> 
ways at hand ; for by fixing her affections upon lior 
:husband, she may convert a* lump of snow into a 
lover, and have the saint's exquisite pleasure of a 
mortifying indulgence. 

I would now proceed to the other passions, and 
lay down rules for their reguiatiou, did I not think 
it absolutely unnecessary : for several of them, such 
as ihame,fear, &c. are become obsolete, and conse- 
quently unknown. Others may be constantly enw 
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ployed upon husbands^ friends, and dependaDts : for 
these objects occnr upon every occasioD, and an ill 
choice can scarcely be made. Thus if anger be the 
passion of the day, a lady need not be told that she 
'may exert it with the greatest safety and satisiac* 
lion upon a husband or a servant. Or should the 
fair' one be under the influence of pride, on whom 
can it be exercised with greater propriety than upon 
a female friend, especially if poverty has' reduced 
■her to a state of indigence and dependence ? For 
fortune has plainly marked such creatures for the 
use and amusement of her favourites. 
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To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

JLnE season is now approaching when the wisdom 
of the nation provides the supplies necessary for 
the support of government. The two great ques- 
tions commonly debated on such occasions, are the 
WHEREFORE and the now. The wherefore, as 
the politician in the Rehearsal says, answers itself; 
but then as to the quamodo, or the now, here the 
invention of the ingenious lover of his country may* 
without offence, be exerted. 

Certain unsubsidized pamphleteers have thought 
proper to observe, that scarcely a single tax can be 
devised which has not been already imposed, in order 
to strip this bef^garly nation (as they are pleased to 
call it) even of its rags : for if we credit these gen- 
tlemen, the nation does indeed haug in tatters, "and 
we must expect very speedily to hear Britauoia 
cryiug out with 9l mosX \asveatable voice in tbe 



Mreets^ '-Pray» y(nir honour, do, good ymr honouf, 
' one tingle fimhing to a poor distrMed gentltwomaity 
IfHlh a great ehnrge of nelplew children.' 

A celtain emperor h reported to hate ofibted k 
ivwatd to any one ^ho shonld discover a new apei- 
eies of pleasure ; and it is hoped^ that in imitation df 
that emperor, the ministiy Will make mtmepromUm 
to ztky one who shall inrent a new tax. 

Far mjr own part> I flatter myself that I hirve dia- 
covered some methods of raising money by taxes^ 
"Which haVe hithei^ escaped the researches of pro^ 
'jectors and politicians: but however varioiis m^ 
v)ays and meanM may be, I shall content myself at 
present with communicating only one of my schemes^ 
that from the reception it meets with from those in 
power, I may be tempted either to conceal or mak* 
public the rest. 

There is a certain species of conversation, which 
is commonly termed the saying qf good things. 
In this commodity almost every body deals* Tha 
cheesemonger's wife at a gossiping, and the haber- 
dasher at me club> say good things as well as 
their betters, during the short intervals from Whisf. 
This commodity has hitherto escaped the observa- 
'tion of the legislature ; and yet no sufficient reason 
appears why a tax may not be imposed upon every 
-ooot> THING which shall be said, uttered, or spoken^ 
from and after Lady-day Aext* 
' It will possibly be objected^ that some difficultieti 
may occur as to the proper methods of levying this 
tax. The officers of- the revenue^ it may be said, 
^cannot be supposed proper judges of what is, and 
what is- not, a good thing; and au appeal to tha 
-quarter-sessions in all probability would not much 
mend the mattjer. To this it may be answered, thai 
in the case before us, the user or consumer may ba 
aaiely trusted oa his bare affiriMitixMa f an indnlfanca 

Y^i. xxix. a 



.vbkb I «hAuld v^ry voiviUiMly MoppMif^4 oa aay 
•feb^r oGCfMkm. TIm neth^ I wo^M f>rpi|Miaje^ is, 
that every .perspo w^ says a Q009 VlHifQ* tk^^ 
ir^Gt^ive a ceftiiit^at^ thereof ea iitfi^ip^ -^9|M^r«. for 
which ttrrtiAfi«^e the sum of tviro shiilings ^ii4 »i;i- 
pepce 9nljf shaU lie exacted : pn»vidie4 ^wms^ th^t 
be who says a yviY q^ob^thiv-g* .inf^ m nbcIi 
▼£RY GOOD THIV9 deBnuiid ^.o^rtificfite a^ aforo" 
aakU ea gajmeat of five sbillings in eagaAer s^^re- 
j»id. 

. k may be fiirtber Qlii^ctedj a^ this t^pc ispi'^iposdl 
^ extend tQ Mie t(ri^ti^> PS v^ell as ^4^ goos 
ff HiMCSj that it ^ill be o( iaexpipessibig ^trioieat 
Jlo many pv^fessed authors. TbeiF ii|tfa*est apd 
.theiF Taaity will incline the^i to coiMtpibuta burgely 
to the stafi^p duty ; but it canao^ in s^Af^fi be ex- 
pected that they should ever be able .to>fuse asingle 
Sialf-crova for the. purchase of 9^ cer^fici^te. My 
intention, Mr. Fita^Adam^ is notteinji^re tbese geu- 
Ijemen. I pity, poor anthers ¥fith i^U.my b^V^ 
They ' who csinnot dig, and ^vho to bf^ are aahainedl/ 
mnai wrikt ; far be it from ine ^epf for-e to deprive 
jM)em of an ingenious livelihood. To qiiiet their 
.pJnds, I humbly propose thai they ahall not be 
obliged tp tax theqaaelves^ but libat their T^a/d^ip 
•h»ll- tax ihem ibr every 6M>e«> 711111^ which they 
inay chance to publish. Thus will tbe^ Uu( becoioe 
no intolerable grievance : indeed it v^M be «car<S9}y 
4kh^ unless fake £nglish^ kxw wit, aod licentious 
scurrility be declared good v^ifies \»f piaibUc ai,^- 
.thocity. All th^t 1 entrf £4 is> 4^ a* ) Wve tl^ 
.fbe Uberty of writiifg wbai they pkiai^i they n^iU 
filsu aJlWw me the libt^fty of reading .w^i^t I pleafi^ 
"By. this paeans we shall have.littljs ipter€<M^fie^ 9/^4 
iCeosf queatly little occ£|siou £ox qii^x^i* 

'Fkn tex will incked faU sonew^bat. be^Yy .n^A 
jMMkit Jtfr. ¥ilba-4kd«Ba\ Wiji^tiM^ ^ 4w^^ VmI 
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drfficoUy, tsmry aulrt nait eontribate aooordfng to 
his aibcfcillf feo lihe Decosshves •f b» cotuHiyw Hown 
tfrer^ tm make this oiaMttr ea»y»Irmn wHInig to yieht 
yo«cbe wiidle bououir.of my invention ; «nd I doub^ 
not bat yoH Muu|r obtain a sdtci^ ehtuse, empowcr^r 
itiff you to. wshe eoon^ tBtNO? witbeut the Gxppmm 
ef a*<ertfifi6itle. 

We are all of ug apt to shew some degree of paiw 
tialitj tdMircNmcbildnen; nnd thi« Jtwy p^hsips 
induce ane lo be over-fonil of my presfeftt prc^eol. 
Yet tbc. nwet.ioiEpartiiit muM acknowie^i^,. that w^ 
t&x can be tioreextensi^^^ ar be levied with greaier 
ease to the fMiblic and.tiie sufa^nct. It will thereibrtl 
aftbrd hie bbe bigbest ^aktis^ction to. see thia itay^ 
4ai4i«g fiohenfe evfotrced t^ tbe^wiscbiB o£ tbe \m* 
gifrtatorej 1 cari sibready' in imagiodtion rejoicel 
CHFer eonieibtUre resoit^tion of the honourable. boaa% 
cohneived in words to thefoUowingefiect. 

' Reaolt^td^ Tbnfe tbe aim of one million 9teiw 
ling be raised by way of lottery on annuities pay« 
able oui of th^ piMucto ef.the tax upon ftopb 

• it would be no W» agreeable to me to read a p%¥ 
Fagreph in tbe Londoa £i('eaing Pa^, orisome otbep 
loyal papce, iniportia^ that * this day 4he worsbi|M 
All company of Fishmongers diined together attb«t« 
ball in Tbames-slveet, where tkdi tax upon ooo» 
*tuiHQ% said after dkinner . aniotiiltad to four butw 
dped and tem poufids seventeeii shillings and six^ 
pence^ being the largest sum which hwk ^Tei*,baa% 
collected on that occasion/ 

I matte no ddnbt but t})at great sums might be ex* 
pected on Jkhisaeeount from the common halls of 
our two learned universities; not to say any thing 
of the laudable society of Anti-Gallicans, the vene- 
rable order of Free Masons, and the numerous fra* 
ternities of Bucks^ Bloods> and Choice Spirits. 

z2 
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< It may possibly be insinuated that France will eo* 
^e^your to avail itself of our ezaaiple» and impose 
likewise a tax upon good things 4' but as freedom' 
>0f speech is greatly restrained in all absolute mo- 
narchies, we nave nothing to fear from such an at- 
tempt, Here then we shall be unrivalled, and shali 
be able for once to boast with justice^ that we have 
&tttwitted our enemies. 

If it should still farther be objected to this tax/ 
^at it will be a partial ope, and grievously burthen- 
aome to the poor wit, while the rich alderman, the 
justice of the quorum, and the fine gentleman, will 
De totally exempted. from it ; I answer, that in theie* 
public-spirited times, and upon this particular oci 
easion, every man will be ambitious of contribqting- 
his qnota, whether he can be legally taxed or not ; 
aay^ 1 am humbly of opinion, that those who say 
the fewest good things, will generoudy make 
their demands upon the stamp-office for die greatest 
number of certificates. 

Lbad- once entertained thoughts of extending my 
project to the good things that people cto'as wetl 
as ^ay ; but upon consulting a few friends upon the 
matter, I was convinced that the benefits arising 
from snch an addition would be too inconsiderable 
to be felt. I have therefore> for the^good of my 
poor country, and the ease of those in power, made 
what haste I could to communicate my. scheme as 
ft now is, which I desire you to publian as soon as 

jPf^Wej and amy ^ 

Sir, > 

Your mott faithful . . 
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Nunc (uihihe pUro 

To Mr. Fitz-Adax. 

StB, 

Amorto the Htsm^ rc^asons that were iFrged agilinst 
^terin^ into liie prwent-war, and the various da- 
Qkkufs that have been raised since the commence- 
ment of h<)stiliti^s^ I do not lihd any body -has con- 
sidered the importsitite of a peace with France, in 
regard to dte education of oni^ youn^ nobility ; antl 
I cannot but think our ministers would have been 
less hasty in their measures^ had they pafd profk'r 
attention lb an ohjeot of so great morhertt. 

This ovei^rght is the more stirpri2ing> as the dan- 
glers attending heirs appa^nt at home^ and the ne- 
cessity of travef from the agfe of seventeen "te 
twenty-one, have long been notorif^usl to all Ihe 
world. Who wouW trust a son in the way of • pe* 
dantry and lotiacco, party and e^ectkrhs, fost hounds 
AA Newliiafket ; of thfe bewitching glances th^ 
)ark 1>etTeath a^mpadour hat at Raneiagh, or th« 
unadorned, but not less dangenous ch«nns of th^ 
c?trale'* daughtei* near the mansion seat > On thtf 
offier side, '^ho is not tfwarethat, abroad,' national 
jTrejildices' are destroyed, the mind is opened, th^ 
taste refined, the person improved ? And what 
ifittst be a farther cdnwlation to parerits, is-, fttet 
tite habits and rtianfiers contracted' by yow^g g*n* 
lMti«*Q Hi ft^r ttthrW, aiW XH^lif t^ i^edAia-vriltt 

2 % 
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them all their lives after. It seldom happens that 
ther Paris pump and Lyons velvet give place to the 
tight boot and short skirt ; or that a man accus- 
tomed to the elegance and loll of a vis d vii, with 
cushions of down withiq, s^nd the varnish of Martin 
withopt^ is so absurd at l)is return^ aa to t|X)t ten 
iniles before day in a dreary winter morpi|ig;| and 
pass the hours due to hazard or a ipistress on the 
side of a b|ea)c cover, shivering in expectation of a 
fox. 

As it is far from my intention to stir up a cla? 
mour against the advisers of this war, I shall not 
enter farther into a discussioq of the advantages 
bf a foreign^ or the evils of a domestic edqcatiout 
Irut hasten to my scheme for the imp|t>vement of 
youth, ip spite of our enemies; the first l^int of 
which arose accidentally ip conversation with a 
ffiend^ at whose house ii^ thei poqntry I spent some 
days last month. 

\Ve were walking in a park, decor^t^d with alt 
the variety of Asiatic ornament;, which at present 
sp generally prevails among improvers oi taste; 
Vfhen this gentleman, who is a leading man of that 
class, as well as a thorough zealot in the modera 
system pf educatiou, took occasion. to consult ine in 
regarpl to the disposal of his eldest aon^ a youth 
^bout sixteen years of age^ heir to a very large for- 
tune, and at present at one of our unive^Lties. My 
friend, I found, was very uneasy lest he should con-, 
tract the rust of the college, fuul piost pathetically 
lamented his ill-fortupe, that the doors of France 
should be so critically siiut against a lad. formed by. 
nature for all the accomplishments which ao emi- 
iiently distinguish that polite nation. . 

In reflecting upon the good jpian's embarrass* 
|2)ent, and ?idmiring the several temples, bridges^ 
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surrounded me^.I was led to consider whether to 
Sjend our sous to Pei^in ipstead of Paris, woalc) 
i)ot better answer all pqrposes of travel. -And 
though you may st^rt, i^ did my friend, at thf: fif^t 
view of this proposal, I doubt not, Mr. Fitz-Adaiq« 
but upon deliberation you will agree with me in 
many of the circuipstances that I think must reiH 
der such a progress preferable to the other, more 
entertaininfi^ to the young gentlemen themselves, 
more suitable to the intentions of their parents 
^nd gu^rdi^ns, ai^d more bene^cial to their coun- 
try. 

Aipong the ipany considerations which imme^ 
diately occurred to n^e upon this subject, I shall 
beg leave principally to observe, that the manufac- 
tures of China, which have hitherto reached us, 
bear tlie pr^fprence to most of our own of the same 
](inds^ in spite of ^pluropean pride: and I am per- 
suaded those politer arts, wnich are the great bb?. 
iects of travel, are in a degree of excellence, well 
worthy qur notice^ among the ingenious people of 
that country, though they h&^e hitherto made their 
wjiy to us ilowly and imperfectly, for want of pro- 
per travelleni. The merchant and the missionary 
(almost the only visitoirs of so distant a region) aU 
tend merely to those observations which regard the 
commerce and religion of their nation and sect; 
the views of the one are too confined, and of th.e 
other g^per^Uy too enthusiastic to p^uce the good 
c^ect^.whichwi)l accrue frpm the inquiries of meii 
qf more enlarged ideas and unprejudiced sentiments, 
^he present juncture seeqis marked by the good ge- 
nius of this isle for the most important discoveries. 
l|ow many yonng men of fashion might be picked 
Qut, whom no one cbpld suspect of prejudicea 
Hither in fiiYonr of trada or religion ! and surely ^• 
mi^^ *?ll9W conl4. D9( l^e^jta^ ia^ i)% ^V^v;^> 
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between this route and the old beateji one of France 
and Italy ; where from a Calais landlord^ to a Nea- 
politan princess, there is a sameness of adventure 
that is become extremely irkMme to a polite circle 
in the recital. A traveller will be greatly disap- 
pointed who fancies the tour of Europe will entitle 
nim to attention at Arthur's or an assembly. Alas ! 
after four years of expence, danger, and fatigue, if 
he expects auditors, he must have recotirse to his 
tenants in the country, or seek them about four 
o'clock on a bench in St. James's park. On the 
contrary, let us suppose p. young nobleman just ar- 
rived with a dress and equipage a la Oiinoise, what 
a curiosity would be excited in the town ! what en- 
tertainment, what admiration would it affonl ! 
What triumph would he feel in entering a rout, td 
see at his approach the lover rise from Eeneath the 
houp on the settee, the dowager quit her card5, and 
all 

With greedy ears devour vp his discourse! 

It would be a severe blow to the French, Mr. 
Fitz-Adam, should the Chinese succeed to i'ae efn- 
pire of taste ; and it is worthy remark, as I hinted 
above, and as others of your correspondents hare 
done before, what advances they dally make toward 
it. Without doors, from the seats of our dukes to 
the shops of our haberdashers, all is Chines ; and 
in most places within (at least where that sex, wbiA 
ought always to have the lead in elegance, is con^ 
cerned) Raphael and Titian give place to' the more 
pleasing masters of Surat and Japan. Should fheir 
dress and cookery become as fkshidliable as tlv^t 
architecture and painting, adieu the most fl6urish-" 
wg commerce of France : and t siee no rcaidn "^W 
they should aot, \f lUltQawLC^iy} ^t<i>^^ ^fscvstn. 
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Novelty is the soul of both, and quickness of inven- 
tion -the surest reffttrnoaeadation to. the cook, as well 
as tbo taylor. For my own part, 1 have commis-^ 
sioned my two nephews, who are actually prepar- 
ing for their voyage next spring, to bring over one 
of the greatest men they can find in each of these 
capacities ; and I flatter myself that their dress and 
tffy table will give the taste to the whole town. I 
have likewise desired these young gentlemen to 
(btontract.ibr the best dancers now in Asia, whether 
monkies or men, and propose to oblige the map* 
pagers of both theatres with a Chinese ballet, that 
I think will engage to them the supportof the whol^ 
society of Anti-Gallicans. 

If any young nobleman can want yet further en- 
couragement for this undertaking, let him consider 
bow much greater scope there is to shew his genius 
in the construction of a vessel, than in that of a 
post-chaise ; not to mention the many conveniences 
and comforts he will have about him, which a land-* 
carriage cannot aflbrd : for instance, his cook, his 
toad-eater, his set at Whist, and if he pleases, his 
gii 1 : for, by the way, it would be cruel in a parent 
to deqy a son, embarked on so useful a progress, 
any of those amusements or resources, so generally 
^teemed innocent in other travels, and which in<« 
deed I have seldom heard that the most scrupulous 
governor objected to in France or Italy. It* is pos* 
sible that the article of sea-sickness may als^nn the 
tenderness of some mothers : but what is it inora 
than the qualms of claret ? and a youth who has 
3hewn any spirit ^t college, -cannot have much to 
apprehend from that complaint. 

And here, Mr. Fitz-Adam, I cannot forbear hint- 
ing to our patriots, of what service such a system 
pf education would prove to our marine, the grea^ 
ijllwi^rk of the ojat^pii. . } max p^rjiqsided it wp^ 
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turn out as good a nui-sery for saildn as the her- 
ring fishery : and what a resource would it be in any 
sudden emergency (like the present, for example) 
if the numerous retinaes of the gay and great wer^ 
able to go to a top-mast head ! A set of fellows, 
who now serve only to excite the contempt or in- 
dignation of their industrious countrymeu, would 
become usefnl members, and be regarded as a hid' 
den strength of the state. Who knows but some of 
the young gentlemen themselves might take a more 
particular fancy to a blue uniform than to a red 
one ? and I apprehend it would as soon entitle them 
to the esteem of their country, and not be less be* 
coming in the eyes of the ladies. 

But the point which will be thought of the most 
importance by your serious readers> is still behind. 
It has been remarked of late years (1 fear with somt 
trqth) that the majority of our young travellers ns' 
turn home entirely divested of the religion of their 
country, without having acquired any new one in 
itsplace. Now as our tree-thinkers are universally 
known to be the strictest moralists, I apprehend tht 
doctrine of Confucius might have a very good effect 
upon them, and possibly give them a certain plad 
which they have all along wanted. In time perhaps 
they might institute some form of public worship) 
and thereby remove the scandal of atheism, which 
our enemies abroad, from the behaviour of our tra^ 
vellers, are so apt to brand us with : and it is my 
private opinion, that if a Chinese temple were to b« 
built by subscription, in a good quarter of the toiva 
for the worship of the polite world, it could not Jail 
of success. 

I now, Mr, Fitz-Adam, leave you to comment 
upon my project. If it is recommended from yodr 
pen, I doubt not but it will be followed. We shaW 
then sue the new aix^ q\4 tv^xiAa d\stlA^uitfaud by tbt 
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^tle of the tuiAiCD ^d little Tevii. It will be 
)0h to the ensign aiid tbe templar to trip to Paria, 
}D absence Groin qu^ters and long vacations : plod- 
diug.geQiu9e6^ adaiifers of the classics, philosophers^ 
stod poets^ wilJ r^ach Eopae ; while the noble youlii 
of iBore eiLteosive fortune and more general prin- 
ciples, tJhe rising spirits, bom to take the lead, ani 
^t a patti^rn to tlie world, strike oqt a path m^tt 
worthy their genius, and uiore ads^pted to th^ 
eoUghtened age in which we live. 
J aoi> bia. 

Your constant reader and admirer^ 

K» ^m. THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9, I756i 



Awfbre ett opera pretium', procedure recte 
Qifi machfi non vuUi$, tft omin parte lajborent, 
IT^ftie iHii multo ci»r»pta doltire vohptat, 

Mr. FiTi-Ai^AM, 

As the history of my lifb rtay be of some service 
to niany of your readers, I shall relate it with all 
Khe openness and simplicity of truth. If they giv^ 
^ dne attention to the errors and mistakes of nvjr 
conduct, they will pass over those of my style. J 
am no scholar, having had a private efhtcatioq un^ 
der the eye of my mother, instead of conversing 
CM" playing with other boys, I weot a visiting witft 
her : aiid while she and my tutor wexe at Cribbage, 
in which they passed a considerable part of the day, 
I read such books a^ I fotind lying about her room ; 
the chief of which were the Atalantis, Ovid*8 Art of 
Love, Qovels, romances, miscellaneous poems, and 
Aylavflh from these stu4i^ i cpAllTSK^tej f«i earkr 
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taste for gallantry ; and as nothing pleased me sd 
much as the comedies of the last age^ my thought! 
ivere constantly engrossed with the enviable situa* 
tion of the heroes of those pieces. Your Don* 
mants and your Homers struck my imagination be- 
yond the brightest characters in Pope's Homer; and 
though I liked the gallantry of fighting ten yean 
for a woman, yet I thought the Greeks might "hafc 
found a readier way of making themselves amends, 
by visiting their friends at Troy, and taking revenge 
in kind. Such were the exploits to command my 
admiration, and such the examples which I looked 
up to : and having manifest advantages of person, t 
entertained most extravagant conceits of my future 
triumphs. Yet even in the height of those extrava- 
gancies, I had no hope of obtaining every favour 
that I solicited ; much less should I have been per- 
suaded that such uncommon success could be pro* 
ductive of any thins but consummate happiness* 
The history of my life will prove the contrary; and 
I chusc to record it, with a view of shewing what a 
succession of trouble^ distress, and misery^ aroM 
from the very completion of my desires. 

I was precipitately sent to Oxford, on being dis- 
covered in an mtrigue with a young gi^l, w;hom my 
tutor had lately married^ ana who had a prior at- 
tachment to me. As my love for her was exces- 
sive, this separation was inexpressibly painful ; and 
I learned from it, that past joys were no consolation 
for present disappointment. I found the university 
life so little suited to my taste, that I soon prevailed 
upon my mother to let me com^ to Loudon, Bie- 
fore I had been a week in town, I was introduced 
to a young woman whom I took so great a fancy to, 
that the very violence of my passion made me de- 
spair of success. I was, however, so aereeably dis- 
appointed, that Icoufd scarce conceal the transpoitt; 



•g06. WORLD. 20t 

f . joy which possession gave me : but this joy was 
Bore than balanced, when at the end of some 
nonths I was told of the condition into which thiar 
iad creature was brought by her compliance with 
ly desires. My anxiety upon this event was too 
;Teat to be restrained; and honour, which alone 
lad stopped the overflowings of my joy, prompted 
De to give a loose to my concern. I bewailed with 
lemone and ^ears the shame and misery of deluded 
nnocence, and cursed myself as the author of so 
nuch ruin and infamy. I spared no expence to 
fender her unhappy situation as comfortable as^ 
;l<could be made, and shut myself up xvhh her till 
iie expected time of her delivery. That fatal hour 
Infinitely increased our mutual shame, by giving 
birth to a little negro, which, though it delivered 
me at once from the pangs of conscience, put me to 
au immoderate expence in bribes to the nurses, to 
keep the secret of iny disgrace. 

Ihis unlucky adventure had almost spoiled me 
for a man of gallantry ; but 1 soon lost all remem- 
brance of ill usage in the innocent smiles and gen- 
tle sweetness of a young lady, who gave me every 
mark of tender love and constancy. Our mutual 
fondness made it impossible for us to bear that se- 
paration which discretion required. As she gave up 
all her acquaintance for my sake, she soon found 
berself abandoned by them; so that our constant 
liTing together, which hitherto had been choice^ 
was now beconiie an absolute necessity. This con- 
finement, though it did not abate, but, if possible^ 
increased my tenderness, had so diflerent an effect 
upon her temper, as to cause a total change ^f be- 
baviour to me and all about her: she stormed day 
imd night like a fury, dnd did every thing to drive 
mt from her company: yet if ever 1 went from her 
«po/i thp mos^ argent busriressx' sh^ '^oNiVi vVkw^ 

VOL. XXIX. K K 
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herself into fi% and upbraid me with the iuost bit- 
t«T reproaches. On my being sent for to attend 
mv mother in her last mom en t<i, she threatened 
With horrid imprecations, that if I left her then I 
should never see her more. I bad scarce broke from 
her menaces, when she dew from her lodgings in an 
agony of passion, and has not been heard of since. 

Soon after the death of my mother, a lady of 
quality who visited her, and who had cast an en- 
vious eye upon her diamonds, which were not con- 
temptible, took occasion to make some advance! 
towards me. Whenever we met, her discourse al- 
ways turned upon the great merits of my mother, 
and the taste which she shewed in the choice and 
manner of wearing her jewels: and this con vena- 
tion as constantly ended in an assignation at her 
house. Though I was at first a little proud to find 
my presents meet so ready an acceptance, I was 
not exceedingly flattered in the progress of this 
amour; especially when I came to perceive, that 
the strongest recommendation I bad to her favour 
was growing weaker every day. I found also that 
a declaration which I had made of not loving cards, 
did not contribute to strengthen my interest in that 
femily. 

IVfy nei^t affair was with a lady who was really 
ibnd of me ; and I thought myself then at the 
height of mv wishes ; for she managed so di^creetiy, 
that we had not the least interruption from her Lusi 
band at home ; but her conduct abroad was a per- 
petual scene of indiscretion and tyranny- tiiiO 
obliged me to attend her every night to tije opera, 
and never to stir from her side. She would carry 
xne to the most frequented plays, and keep me iu 4 
whisper during the most interesting scenes. Not 
satisfied with this, she made mQ wall^ witU her etcrv 
nall^ in ^e par)C;i th^ el4*(Q»d« add lUoiipgtga ga(« 
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dens; and to complete her triaroph> ihe dragged 
me, a miserable object ! about the streets of Lon- 
don^ with the same pityless ostentation as the rnhn- 
inan conqueror trailed the lifeless carcase of Hector 
round the walls of Troy. To complete my misfortunes^ 
k hap{)ened that the beau monde established a ntvt 
mode of gallantry ; and all knights amorous wefe 
required to make love after the new fashion^ and 
attend their fair on horseback. Unluckily f>r me^ 
my mother not suspecting that horsemanship i/ro«ld 
ever become^ here« a requisite in gallantry, had 
made it no part of my English education : there- 
fore being an absolute novice, I procured the 
quietest beast that was to be got, and hoped that ( 
was properly mounted : but I soon found my mi** 
take ; for the dullness of the beast tended to bring a 
most disgraceful suspicion on the spirit of the rider; 
and I was obliged at all events to undertake a mor€ 
mettlesome steed. The consequence was this : • the 
moment I joined my mistress, she drew out her 
handkerchief, which fluttering in the wind, so 
frightened my horse that he carried me directly into 
the serpentine river. While I was taken up with mj^ 
own danger and disgrace, her horse, which had 
started at the sam(i time, ran a different way, and as 
she was no otherwise qualified for a rider, but by 
the consciousness of being a woman of fashion, she 
was thrown against a tree and killed on the spot. 
The remembrance of her fondness for me, though 
so troublesome while living, was the cause of great 
affliction tcf me after her death : and it was near A 
twelvemonth before I settled my affections on a new 
object. This was a young widow, who though she 
did not give me the same occasion of complaint as 
the last, created me no less pain by turning the ta- 
bles upon me. Inirtead of requiring my constant 
attendance^ the would coniplain that 1 haunted au4 

A A 2 
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clogged her ; and would frequently secrete herself, 
or run on purpose into suspicious company, purely 
to give mc uneasiness. Though confessedly her fa* 
vourite> I have frequently been denied admittance, 
when the most worthless pretenders have been let 
in : and when I have offered her tickets for a con- 
cert which she liked, she has refused them, and ac- 
cepted a party to a dull play, with the most despi- 
cable of my rivals. When we have been at the 
s^me table at cards, she has made it remarked by 
the whole assembly that iicr eyes and her discourse 
have been industriously kept from me; and such 
has been her cruelty, that when I have desired the 
honour of walking with her the next morning, she 
has answered with a significant sneer, she was very 
sorry she could not have my company, for she in- 
tended /o ride, • With all this, who could imagine 
tliat I was the happy man ? and yet, as I spared no 
pains or cost in the inquiry, I can venture to pro- 
uounce that no other persons whatever shared her 
favours with me. Of all the tortures that can 
be devised for the punishment of poor lovers, there 
are none so excruciating as this inequality of be- 
haviour. 

Not to trouble you with a farther detail of the 
plagues and disquietudes, the discoveries, expences, 
fines, and dangers,whic:h are incident to gallantry in 
general, I shall only tell you that I at last perceived 
tiicre was no peace or comfort for the votaries of 
Venus but under the auspices of Hymen. To over- 
come my inveterate prejudices against the conjugal 
state, -so long despised, insulted, and injured by me, 
was the great difficulty : but as the thorough detec- 
tion of the vanity and folly of every degree of gal« 
lantry had by no means extinguished my unalter- 
able love for the sex, I found upon mature reflec* 
tioo, thi)t marriage woi&m^ o^V>j tosoi^tce, sm4 that 
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I should run no great risque in exchanging the reai 
for the ima/^inary pains of love. 

Plaving taken this reSoluiion, 1 stept into the ri- 
dotto, fixed my eyes upon a very engaging figure, 
and immediately advertised for the young lady iii 
blue and silver; requiring only a certificate of her 
good-humour. I went to the coffee-house^ received 
a letter for A . B. and in the space of a few montlis, 
from being a restless, tyrannized, tormented wretch, 
I found myself a husband, a cuckhold, and a happy 
man. I lived ten years in a state of j»erfect tran- 
quillity ; and I can truly say, that I once met with 
a woman, who, to the day of her death, behaved Xq 
me with constant attention and complacency. 

I am. Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

T. Z. 
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The exorbitant ex^ictions of servants in great 
houses, and the necessity imposed upon you, af\cr 
dining at a friend's table, of surrendering all the 
money in your pocket to the gang iti livery who very 
dextroasly intercept every avenue to the street-door, 
have been the subject of a former paper. This cus- 
tom, illiberal and preposterous as it is, neither the 
ridicule ^-ith which I have treated it, nor my more 
serious reprehension will, I fear, be able to abolish. 
My correspondents continue to complain, that 
though the Hospitable door is opened wide for their 
admission, yet, like that of Plttto in Virc^'il, it ia 
hUrdly pcrtloaa at thfelf retreat "^ ti« c^xixJivi^^vsk 
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the ninefold l>arrier without a copious shower of in- 
fliioncing silver. The watchful ciragons still expect, 
and will expect for ever, their ouieting sop^firom bis 
honour's bowing butler, with the significant napkin 
under his arm, to the surly Swiss who guards the 
▼estible. Your passport is not now received by 
these collectors, as a free gift, but gathered as a 
turnpike toll ; or, in other words, as the just dis- 
charge of your tavern reckoning. Thus the stile of 
invitation, which runs generally that ' Lord sucb- 
a-one desires you will do him the favour to dioe 
with him,' is explained by dear-bought experience, 
to import, that you will obligingly contribute your 
quota to the payment of his servants' wages. 

Yet this abuse, grievous as it is to the guest, and 
disgraceful to the master, is by no means the great- 
est inconvenience arising from a want of attention 
to GQConomical regulations. The following letter, 
which i have only room to insert at present, but 
^which, for the sake of my correspondent, I may pos- 
sibly take under consideration at another opporta- 
nity, will sufficiently shew the necessity of such re- 
gulations. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam 
' Sir, 

I am a plain country gentlemaoi possessed of a 
plentiful fortune, and blest with most of the com- 
forts of life ; but am at present (not through any 
fault of my own, that I can recollect) in great dis- 
tress ; which I am as much at a loss how to remedy, 
as I was unable to prevent. Though I have loved 
peace and quiet all my life, and have endeavoured 
constantly to maintain good ord^r and harmony ia 
iny family, I owe my grievances to the intrigues and 
jealousies which have unhappily subsisted for some 
tin^e pstst amon^ xa^ ^i^bin n^-^^^^ \ ^^^ ^hjM3a j;qo4 
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wages, which I pay punctually ; I indulge them in 
every reasonable request, from a desire to make 
them happy ; and I have been told by all of them in 
their several turns, that I am, without exception, the 
veri/ best of masters. 

Yet, with all my care and kindness, I cannot es* 
tablish a proper subordination amongst them; with- 
out which, I am sensible, no family government can 
long subsist; and for want of which (as they cannot 
find a decent and reasonable cause of complaint 
against me) they are perpetually quarrelling with 
one another. They do not, I believe, intend origi* 
nally to hurt me ; on the contrary, they pretend mj 
advantage alone is the occasion of their disagree^ 
nient. But, were this really true, my case is no lesi 
deplorable ; for, notwithsUmding the zeat they ex- 
press for my service, and the respect and affection 
they profess to my person, my life is made miserable 
by their domestic squabbles; and my estate ia 
mouldring away daily, whilst they are contending 
who should manage it for me. Tney are lo oblig- 
ing as to assure me, upon their honours, that their, 
contests are only who can best serve so good a 
master, and deserve and claim the first place in his 
favour ; but, alas ! I begin to be a little apprehen- 
sive that their strugde is, and has been, who should 
get most VAILS, and have most power under me ; 
or, as you may think perhaps, wcr me« 

The first appearance of this intestine discord was 
upon the folio wUig oocasion. 
. I have a very troublesome neighbour, who is con* 
tinually committing encroachments upon my lands 
and manor. He attacks me first with bis pen; and 
pretendins'to have found out some flaw in my set** 
tlements, he commences a suit of trespass against 
me; but at the s^m^ time, fearing (es^^^ IW' 
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should happen to deride in favour of eight^ he 
lends mc word, he wears a sicord. Not long ago he 
threatened me that he would break into my park, 
steal my fish out of my canal, and shoot my hares 
and deer within my pales. Upon the advice of my 
•teward and other servants, I sent to my estate in 
the north for a trusty gamekeeper (whose bravery 
and fidelity I could rely upon), to come to my as- 
sistance, that he might help to preserve, not only 
rtiy GAME but my family, which seemed to be in 
no small danger. These orders were no sooner dis- 
patched, than to my great surprize, my postiluom 
bolted into the parlour where 1 ^as sitting, and told 
me with all the warmth of a patriot, that he could 
rtot consent to Ferdinand the game-keeper's ad- 
mission into the house, for that he humbly conceived 
is was neither for my honour nor my interest to be 
indebted for any part of my protection,' or evca 
safety, to a foreigner; for you must know, Mr. 
Fitz-Adara, that verj^ unfortunately for me, my poor 
honest Ferdinand did happen to be born some- 
where or other in Germaky. You may imagine, 
hov/ever, that I paid little attention to this remon- 
strance of my postillion ; but dismissing him from 
my service, 1 sent for Ferdinand ; who, upon the 
first summons, travelled night and day to come to 
my relief. 

The next fit of affection that embarrassed me, 
broke out in my ambitious helper. He professed 
himself so excessively careful of my person, that 
he did not think it safe for me to be driven any 
Ibnger by my old coachman; on which account 
he grew impatient to ascend the box himself. But 
his contrivances to faciliate this removal, were 
plain indications that he attended to bis own ad* 
T^ttcement, more than to my preservation ; for I 
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have befen iriformed, that he has oflten frightened 
the horses to make them start unexpectedly out of 
the quarter : at other times he has been detected in 
laying great stones in the way, with a design to 
overturn the coach ; and in roads of difficulty and 
danger^ was sure to keep out of the way himself^ 
nay, at last, he tried to persuade the servants, that 
at was the coachman's intention to drive head- 
long over them, and break all their necks. But 
when he found I had too good an opinion of old 
Thomas to entertain any suspicion of his honesty, 
he came one morning in a pet, and gave me warn* 
ing. I told him with great temper, he was to blame» 
paid him bis wages, and bid Thomas provide him* 
self with another helper* But I leave you t# 
judge of my grief as well as surprize, when Tho« 
MAS answered me with tears in his eyes, 'thath« 
must intreat my permission to retire from my ser* 
vice : he found,' he said, ' he had many enemies^ 
both within doors and without : my family was di*> 
vided into various parties: some were favourable to 
the HELPEu, and others had been wrought upon by 
the late postillion ; h6 should be always grateful 
for the goodness I had shewn him; and his last 
breath should be employed in praying for my pros* 
perity.' It was with great reluctance that I con-i 
sented to his request; he had served me honestly 
above thirty years, from affection more than inte* 
rest ; had always greased my wheels himself, and 
upon every one of my birth-days, had treated all 
his brother whips at bis own expence: so that far 
from being a gainer by my service, he had spent 
above half of what he had saved before he cara& 
into it. You may imagine I would willingly have 
settled a comfortable annuity upon him ; but you 
will wonder at his behaviour on this occasion : inm 
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deed I have never met with any thing like it^ in oiit 
of his low station: he declared., that he wonld ra- 
ther live upon bread and cheese, than pnt my ho* 
nour to any expence, when he conld be no longer 
nseful tome. 

Thus have I been reduced, contrary to my incli- 
nation, to hire another coachman. The man I 
have now taken bears a very reputable character ; 
but he happens to be so infirm, that he is scarce yet 
able to get upon his box : and though he promises, 
and I believe. intends to take all possible care of mj 
horses, I fear he has not been accnstomed to drive 
aaet so restive as mine are, especially in bad roads. 
1 have also been persuaded to take my postillion 
again, as he is a great favourite of my present 
COACHMAN. Between them they are new model- 
ling my family for me, and discharging those ser- 
vants whom they happen to dislike. Sly experi- 
enced BAILIFF, who used to hold my courts, has led 
me; and my game- keeper, who has been obliged to 
lie during this hard winter in a tent in the garden, 
is ordered back again into the north, though he has 
given no sort of oftence, but on the contrary, has 
been greatly instrumental in protecting mc from the 
insults of my blustering neighbour; so unpardon- 
able a crime is it to be born in Germany ! 

Good Mr. Fitz-Adam, advise me, as a firiend, 
what course to take. We masters, as we are im- 
properly called, are become of late so subservient 
to our servants, that 1 should apprehend this uni- 
versal want of subordination in them must at last 
be detrimental to the state itself: for as a family if 
composed' of many servants, cities and countries are 
made up of many houses and families, which to- 
gether constitute a nation. Disobedience in the 
majority of individuals to their superiors^ canuol 
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flLil of producing >l general licentiodsn^ls/ which 
must tenniuate at last in anarchy and conftiaion, 

I am^ Sir, 

Your constant reader 
and admirer, 
George Meanwbli.. 
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As the first of the following letters is written by ft 
female corrtispondent, and the second intended for 
the service of that sex^ I have taken the fifst oppor« 
lanity of giving them to the public. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adaj£, 
Sir, 
I am a young woman, and live in the country 
with an uncle and aunt, whose characters, as they 
^re somewhat particular, may perhaps contribute 
towards the entertainment of your readers. My 
uncle is a man so full of himself, that he approves 
of nothing but what is done (to use his own words) 
4{ft€r his maxim. About three years ago he caught a 
great cold : ever since which time he wears a great 
coat, and calls every man a fool thsM^ goes without 
ene, even in the dog-days. The other day a rela* 
tion coming to see him, was thrown ofFhis horse, and 
broke his leg. — p-^When he was brought into the 
bouse, and my uncle came to be informed that the 
accident happened by bis passing through a bad 
]ane, in order to call upon a particular friend iu 
bis way to us, he told him with an air of great im« 
portaace^ that it w^ always a vm^^ with A«m« ^ aa» 
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ver to do two things at once.' He then introdaced 
a loog story about queea Elizabeth and lord Bur- 
leighy which, after it had lasted above half an hour, 
concluded with lord Burleigh's telling the queen, 
that he had made it a maxim, ' never to do but 
one thing at a time/ Thus did he perplex the poor 
gentleman who lay all the time with a oroken limb ; 
nor would he suner any person in the room to go 
for a surgeon till his story was told. While the leg 
was setting, and the patient in the utmost torment, 
my uncle stood by, and with all the rhetoric he was 
master of, endeavoured to persuade his kinsman 
that his misfortune was entirely owing to a neglect 
of those excellent maxims which he had so often 
taught him. He concluded his harangue with a 
siring of proverbs f mottoes, and sentiments, of which 
he is ?o ridiculously fond, that there is no single 
action of his life that is not entirely governed by one 
or other of them. I have seen him iu the warden, 
in the midst of a most violent thunder-snower, 
walking a snail's pace towards the house, because 
his friend lord Onslow's motto lafesiina lenie ; which 
words I have heard him repeat aud explain so often, 
that I have them always in my head.' 
. My aunt is truly one flesh with her husband. She 
approves of nothing but what is done after her oum 
example, though she is unable to support her preju- 
dices even by a proverb or a saying. As I am to un« 
fortunate as to differ from her in almost all my ac- 
tions, we are extremely liable to (juarrel. She sets 
up at six, because she cannot sleep ; and / lie in bed 
till nine, because I cannot easily tvake. When we 
tneet at breakfast, I am sure to be scolded for my 
drowsiness and indulgence, and questioned at least 
a dozen times over, ' why I cannot do as she does> 
get up with the sun ?' ' Av/ says my uncle, ' and 
go to rest with the VaxVL,^&ih&.saYing; is.' But alas! 
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ny aunt observes but part of the savmg ; for long 
before the lark goes to roost^ she will fsUl asleep in 
her chair, unless kept awake by cards; though her 
usual bed-time is not till nine o'clock. 

Now^ Mr. Fitz-Adam, I would fain know whether 
the hours between nine and twelve, provided you 
are quite awake, are not of equal use with those be- 
tween six and nine, when you are half the tim« 
asleep ? My aunt says No; for that one ho«r in the. 
morning, is worth two in the afternoon ; which \ 
cannot for the life of me comprehend. 
, The old lady Ls one of those good sort of women 
who think every thing beneath their oeiice bmt fa- 
mily affairs and houselceoping : for whii^rh reason, if 
ever she catches me reading a volume of the Spec* 
tator or World, she immediately asks me if the ^rf 
of Cookery, which she made me a present of, is mis* 
laid or lost ; to which she is sure to add, that for 
her part, she does not see what good can come of 
reading such heathenish books ; and that had $hi. 
given up her mind to nomense and U%if, my uncle 
and his family must have been beggars, so they 
must. 

Am I really to be governed by these old folks, or 
inay I go on in my old way, and laugh at their ab« 
surdities ? I read your paper every Friday when 
the post comes in, and snail be glad to see thin let- 
ter inserted in your next, with your opinion of the 
matter, that I may know which is the wisest,, my 
encle, my aunt, or Mr. Fitz-Adam'* 

tumble 9erHMi ^ 

andrndmirer, 

C. Pi 

Si«, 
If we pay a. due regi^d tp prevc^rbili ^aLpressioes^ 
which are ofUntimes founded in good s«dse aad 

vol,, XXIX, B % 



f^prn^nce, the texture of the scull, particularly 
the fXtreme thicknr.'ss or extreme thinness of it, 
r#>nt.rlbutes not a little to the stupidity or folly of 
our species. By a thick-scolled man we always 
mean a fool, and by a thin-sculled fellow, one with- 
out any discretion. May we not therefore suppose 
that the state of men, respecting their understand- 
ings, is pretty much this : when their craniurosare 
extremely solid, they are generally idiots; when in 
a medium, persons of sense ; when somewhat thin- 
ner, wits; and when extremely thin, madmen ? 

What has led me into these reflections, is the 
present practice among our ladies, of going bare- 
licaded, and a remarkable passage in Herodotus, 
concerning the effect of that practice among die 
Egyptians. 

1 nis ancient and curious historian and traveller 
tells us, that passing by Pelusium, where there had 
been, many years before, a bloody battle fought be* 
tween the Persians and Egyptians, and the sculls 
of the slainoneach side beingstill in different heapsi 
he ionnd upon trial, that tho^ of the Egyptians were 
so thick, tliey required a very strong blow to break 
them ; whereas those of the Persians were so thin 
and *endor, thoy scarcely resisted the slightest 
afrokv. Herodotus attributes the thinness and ten- 
derness of the Persian sculls, to their weiring warm 
caps or turbans * and the thickness and hardness of 
itie Eg\*ptians, to their going bareheaded^ and there- 
bv exposing their heads to heats and colds. Now 
it* this opinion of llerixlotus, and the foregoing re« 
m:uk<. be i\*ell founded, what rueful effects may the 
prest»nt tashion ot' our ladio8 exposing their heads 
to all w outhcrs. esncciallv in the present cold sea- 
son, Ih» atti»nded \\ u!i I Instead ot sensible, witty, 
and iugonioM wotncn, for which thit country has 
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4Ki long been' famotis^ we may ifl a littte tim^ hate 
odIv a generation of triflers. 

By what has happened to a neighbouring nation^ 
we have the more reason to dread the like misfor- 
ttine among ourselves. And happy are those who 
take warning by the misfortunes of others. Former* 
ly, when the Dutch kept thek heads warm in ftirred 
caps^ they were a wise and brave people, delivered 
themselves from slavery, and established a wealthy 
and formidable republic : but since they have left 
of}* this good old fashion, and taken to French tou- 
pees, whereby their heads are much exposed, they 
are become so thick-sculled, that is, bo stupid and 
foolish, as to neglect almost every means of na^oosl 
benefit and preservation. 

Though fhe ancient Greeks were some of tht 
wisest and most acute people in the woVld, yet the 
Beotians were remarkably ignorant and dull. What 
can we ascribe this difference between them and 
their fellow Greeks to, but the different confbrma* 
tions of the &eat of knowledge ? I wish our society 
pf antiquaries would endeavour to find out if this 
did not proceed from the Beotians following th^ 
Egyptian fashion above-mentioned. 

Are we to suppose that the only motive of our 
eminent physicians and great lawyers for wearing 
•uch large periwigs as they generally do, is merely 
to appear wiser than other people? Have they not 
experienced that these warm coverings of the head 
greatly contribute to render them really 99 } On« 
apparent proof of their being wiser than most ethers 
is, that the former very rarely take any physic, and 
the latter never go to law when they can avoid it. 
However, we must for the sake of truth acknow- 
ledge, that too many of these gentlemen of both 
professions, seem to have carried the practice of 
keeping their heads warm to such an excess, as to 

1 b2 
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occasion a kind of madness, which shews itself iB 
HO voracious an appetite for feeft, as can hardly be 
satisfied. But as we frequently see good proceed 
from evil, may it not be hoped that these extrava- 
gancies of physicians and lawyers will put people 
upon making a.s little work as possible for either, by 
substituting temperance in the room of physic, and 
arbitrations instead of law-suits ? 

Whether your female readers will take warning 
by the examples here set before them, or mocb 
esteem your advice or mine, I know not ; but surely 
such of'^tfaem at least as go to church, and there 
say their prayers, will pay a proper regard to St. 
Paul, who tells them that ' every woman who pray- 
eth with her head uncovered, dishonoureth her 
head.' • 

In one of the islands in the Archipelago (I think 
it is Naxos) there was formerly a law that no wo- 
man should appear abroad in embroidered clothes, 
or with jewels, unless she were a profes&ed courte- 
zan ; nor be attended when she walked the streets, 
with more than one waiting-maid, except she was 
in liquor. Now what I would propose is, that you, 
IVIr. Fitz-Adam, should issue out an edict, that none 
of the lair sex in our island shall fbr the future be 
seen in public W'ithout a cap, but such as are known 
to be ladies of pleasure ; unless you shall be pleased 
to except those who are apt to tipple a little too 
much, and therefore go in this manner to cool 
their heads* 

lam, Sir, 

Yotcr tMst humble sirvanim 
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i HB public will no doubt be a good deal astonish** 
€d, that instead of the great name of Adam Fit^ 
Adam to this paper, they now see it written by A 
poor weak woman, its publisher, and dated from 
the Globe in Pater-Noster-Row. Alas ! nothinr 
l>ut my regard and veneration for that dear good 
man could nave got the better of my modesty, and 
tempted me to an undertaking that only himself 
ivas equal to. 

Before these lines can reach the press, that truly 

great and amiable gentleman will, in all probability, 
e no more. An event so sudden ahd unexpected, 
%nd in which the public are so deeply interested, 
cannot fail to excite the curiosity of every reader % 
I shall therefore relate it in the concisefst manner I 
am able, not in the least doubting but my defects in 
style will be overlooked, and that grief and concern 
i^ill prevent criticism. 

The reader may remember, that in the first num» 
ber of the World, and in several succeeding pa« 
p.ers, the good ohi gentleman flattered himself that 
the profits of his labours would som« time or other 
enable him to make a genteel figure in th^ Work), 
and seat him at least id his one HoasE oiTAflt. 
The death of Mrs. Fitz-Adam, which happened ft 
few months since, as it reliered him from thtt great 
expence of housekeeping, made htm in a hurry to sM 
up this EQUIPAGE i and as the sale of his f9ip>Ar wae 
even beyond his expectations, I was one of ilm fifit 
of his friends that advised him to purchase it. Thii 
xauiPAOE was accordingly bespoke and sant heme ; 
aad as he had ail along pramifted that kk first visit 
ia It ahouM be Uk4», 1 ex^<BCM4U«k VM'^'^Mi^n 
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at my country-house at Hoxton. The poor gentle- 
man was punctual to his appointment ; and it was 
with great delight that L saw him from my window 
driving up the road that leads to my house. Un- 
fortunately for him» his eye caught mine; and hop- 
ing (as I suppose) to captivate me by his great skilh 
in driving, he made two or three flourishes with bis 
whip, which so frightened the horse, that he ran 
furiously away with the carriage, dashed it against 
a post, and threw the driver irom his seat with a 
violence hardly to be conceived. 1 screamed oat 
to my maid, 'Lord bless me!' says f, ' Mr. Fitz- 
Adam is killed !' and away we ran to the spot where 
he lay. At first I imagined that his head was off; 
but upon drawing nearer to him, I found it was hif 
hat! He breathed indeed, which gave me hopes 
that he was not ouite dead ; but for other signs of 
life, he had positively none. 

In this miserable condition, with the help of 
some neighbours, we brought him into the house, 
where a warm bed was quickly got ready for him ; 
which, together with bleeding and other helps, 
brought him by decrees to lire and reason. He 
looked round about him for sometime, and at last, 
seeing and knowing me, inquired after his chaise, 
I told him it was safe, though a good deal damaged. 
VNo matter, madam,^ he replied ; ' it has done my . 
business : it has carried me a journey from this 
world to the next : I shall have no use K>r it again.' 
Here his speech failed him, and I thought him ex- 
piring ; but after a few minutes, recovering as it 
were from a trance, he proceeded thus. ' Mrs. ' 
Cooper,' says he, * yoi^ behold in the miserable ob- 
ject now before you, a speaking monument of the 
folly and madness of ambition. This fatal chaise 
was the ultimate end of all mv pursuits ; the hope 
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of felicity and grandeur. Alas! how has it huinble4 
me ! May other great men take warning by my 
fall ! The World, Mrs. Cooper* is now at an end,! 
I thought it destined to a longer period ; but the 
decrees of fate are not to be resisted. It would ii> 
deed have pleased me to have written the last pa^ 
per myself; but that task, madam^ must be yours ; 
and however painful it may be to your modesty, I 
conjure you tu undertake it.' He paused here ror t 
moment or two^ as if waiting for my answer; anc) 
as well as I could speak for sorrow and concert), j 
promised what he asked. ' Your knowledge as a 
publisher, madam (proceeded he] and your great 
fluency of words, will make it perfectly easy to you. 
Little more will be necessary than to set forth my. 
sudden and unhappy end ; to msike my acknow;^ 
ledgments to the public for the indulgence it has 
she^n me ; and above all, to testify niy gratitude to, 
my numerous correspondents, to whose elegant^ 
pieces this paper has been principally indebted for. 
its uncommon success. I intended (with permis-, 
sion) to have closed the work with a list of those 
correspondents ; but death prevents me from raising 
this monument to my fame.* , 

A violent fit of coughing, in which I feared the 
poor gentleman would have gone off^ robbed him of 
his speech for more than half an hour: at last, how- 
ever, he came again to himself, and, though more 
feebly than before, proceeded as follows. * I am 
thankful, madam, that I yet live, and tha^ an op- 
portunity is given me of confessing the frailties of 
my jiature to a faithful friend.' I winked at Susan 
to withdraw, but she would not imderstahd me : 
her stay, however, did not prevent Mr. Fitz-Adam . 
from giving me a full detail of the sins of his youth ; . 
which as they only amount to a few gallantries ' 
amon^ the ianies^ with nothiug mot^Vwtfsiv^* "^"^ 
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a rape or two at college, we bid him be of comfort, 
and think no more of such trifles. 'And now, 
madam/ savs he, ' I have another concern to trou- 
ble you with. When I was a boy at school, it al- 
ways possessed my thoughts, that whenever I died 
I should be buried in Westminster abbey. I confess 
freely to you, madam, that this has been the con- 
stant ambition of my riper years. The great goofi 
which my labours have done to mankind will, I 
hope, entitle my remains to an interment in that 
honourable place ; nor will the public, I believe, be 
disinclined to erect a suitable monument to my me- 
mory. The frontispiece to the World, which was 
the lucky thought of my printer, I take to be a moat 
excellent design ; and if executed at large in virgin 
marble, must have an admirable eftect. I can think 
Only of one alteration in it, which is, that in the 
back ground I would have, in relief, a one-horse 
chair in the act of overturning, that the story of my 
death, as it contains a lesson (or the ambitious, may 
he recorded with my name. My epitaph, if the 
public might be so satisfied, I woula have decent 
and concise. It would oflend my modesty j, if after 
the name of Fitz Adam, more were to be added than 
these words. 

He was the deepest Piiilosopiieb, 
Tlie wittiest Writer, 

AND 

The frreatestMA^ 

Of THIS AGE or NATION. 

I say, madam, of this age and nation, because other 
times and other countries have produced very 
great ntcn ; insomuch that there are names among 
me ancients, liardly inferior to that of Adam Fits- 
Adam,* 
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Tlie good old gentleman would have proceeded, 
but his speech tailed him again, and he lay as if ex* 
piring for two whole hours ; during which interval^ 
as I had no time to spare, find as all I had heard was 
then fresh in my memory/I sat myself down to ful* 
fil the promise I had made. When I had written 
thus fai', he agaih attempted to speak toii]^, but 
€X)uld not. 1 held up the paper to him, anJ asked 
if he would hear it read. He nodded his a,ssent, 
and after I had gone through it, his approbation. 
I desired him to signify by some motion oth is hand, 
if there was any thing in it that he wished to have 
altered. He nodded his head again, and gave me a 
look of such complacency and regard, as convinced 
me' I had ple^ea him. It is from a knowledge of 
this circumstance that I shall now send what I nave 
written to the press, with no other concern than for 
the accident which occasioned it: an acckSeiit, 
which 1 shall never think of without tears, as it 
will probably deprive the public of a most able in- 
structor, and me of a worthy friend and constant 
benefactor. * 

Glube, Pater-NoitcT Row, Ma«Y CoOPEl.' 

Tuc^aay, Dec. S8, 1756. t 

P. S. Wednesday night, ten o^clock. Mr. Fit2- 
Adam is still alive, though in a dangerous way. He 
came to his speech this morning, and directed mo 
to inform the public, that as the World is how. 
closed, he has ordered a general Index tb the folio 
volumes to be printed, and given gratis, in a few 
days at Mr. Dodsley's in Pail-Mall, and at M, 
Cooper's at the Globe' in Pater-Nos.er-Row« 
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The following paper having htttk transmitted to 
Mr. Fitz- Adam's bookseller On the ^ery day of 
that gentleman's misfortune, he takes the liberty 

. to ofier it to the public just as it came to hand. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

SfR, 

As the contagion of politics has been so prevalent 
of late, that it has even (I won't say, infected, but 
at least) infused itself into the papers of the impar- 
tial Mr. Fitz-Adam, perhaps I may not make him 
an unacceptable present in the following piece, 
which will humour the bent of his disorder (fori 
must consider political writings as a distemper) and 
at the same time will cool, not increase, any sharp- 
ness in his blood. 

Though the author of this little essay is retired 
from the busier scenes of life, he has not buried 
himself in such indiflerenc'e- to his country, as to de- 
spise, or not to attend to what is passing even in 
those scenes he has quitted : and having withdrawn 
from inclination, not fxom dis^nst^ he preserves the 



same attachments that he formerly made, thougtf 
contracted even then from esteem^ not from in- 
terest. He sees with a feeling concern the distresscM 
and distractions of his country; he foresees with 
anxiety the consequences of both. He laments the 
discord that divides those men of superior genius, 
whose union, with all their abilities, were perhaps 
inadequate to the crisis of our affairs. He does not 
presume to discuss the grounds of their dissensions, 
which he wishes themselves to overlook ; and he 
would be one of th« last men in England to fomc^nt 
division, where his interest as a Briton, and his pri- 
vate inclinations as a man, bid him hope for coali- 
tion. Yet he would not be a Man, he might be a 
Stoic, if even these inclinations were equally ba- 
lanced : his admiration may be suspended, his heart 
will be partial. From these sensations he has beea 
naturally led to lament and condemn th^ late tor« 
rent of personalities : he sees with grief the greatest 
characters treated with the greatest licentiousness-^ 
his friendship has been touched at fmding one of the 
most respectable aspersed in the most injuiioui 
manner. He holds That person's fam^ as much su- 
perior to reproach, as he thinks himself inferior to 
That person's defence ; and yet he cannot help giv- 
ing his testimony to the reputation of a man, with 
whose friendship he has been long honoured. ThJA 
ambition. Sir, has occasioned my troubling you 
wtth the following portrait, written eight years agQ^i 
designed then as piivate incense to an honoured 
name; and ever since preserved by the author only, 
and in the fair hands to which it was originally ad- 
dressed. I will detain you no longer than to say, 
that if this little piece should be accused of flattery, 
'let it be remembered that it was written when tb* 
jiubject of it WHS no minister of state, aqd that it it 
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pnbli^ied now (and siioald aot else hare been pdi* 
lifbed) when he b no minirteral all. 

lam. 



Yomr kuaMc aemuf , 



To fhe Right Honoorable Lady C. F. 

Madam, 
1 have heen attempting to draw a picture of one 
<>t your friends, and think I have in some degree 
Miccrcded ; but as I fear natural partiality may make 
ttie flatter m^'seff, I clioose to suomit to your lady- 
sliip's judgment, whose prepossession for the person 
represented is likely to baUince what fondness I may 
have for my own performances. As 1 believe you 
love the person iu question as niDch as ever other 
people love themselves, the medium between the 
faults you shall Biul, and the just resemblance that 
1 sec in the following portrait, is likely to be aa 
exact ima^p. 

The geiifJcman I am drawing is about ♦ three- 
and-tbrty : as you see all the fondness and delicacy 
'and attention of a lover in hiro^ perhaps your lady- 
ship may take him to be butthree-and-twenty : but 
I, whose talent is tiot flattery, and who from his 
judgment and experience and authority, should at 
ftrst set him down for threescore, upon the strictest 
inquiry can only aUow him to be in the vigour of 
his age and understanding.' His person decides ra* 
thcr on my side, for though he has all the ease and 
'amiabh'nes8 of youth, yet your ladyship must allow 
that it has a dignity, which youth might aim at ia 

* 4 W\» V. a» ^\\\v%^ \tv vVk^ 5«ir 1748* 
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tain, and for which it will scarce ever be exchanged. 
If I were like common painters, I should give hini 
a tiiddy healthful complexion, and light up his 
countenance with insipid smiles and unmeaning be- 
nignity : but this would not be a faithful portrait: a 
florid bloom would no more give an idea of him, 
than his bended brow at first lets one into the vast 
humanity of his temper ; or than an un distinguish- 
ing smile would supply the place of his manly cu« 
riosity and penetration. To paint him with a 
cheerful open countenance would be a poor return 
of compliment for the flattery that his approbation 
bestows, which, by not being promised, doubly sa- 
tisfies one's self-love. The merit of others is de- 
grading to their friends; the gentleman I mean 
makes n is worth open upon yoti, by persuading you 
that he discovers some in you. 

He has the true characteristic of a great majni 
that he is superior to others in his private, social, 
unbended hotrs. I am far from meaning by this su- 
periority, that he exerts the force of his genius un- 
necessarily : on the contrary, you only perceive his 
pre-eminence in those moments by his being more 
agreeably good-rtatured, and idle with more eas^, 
than other people. He seems inquisitive, as if his 
only business were to learn ; and is unreserved, ds 
if he Were only to inform ; and is equally incapa- 
ble of mystery in pretending to know what he does 
not, OF in concealing what he does. 

In the house of commons be vras for some time an 
ti^graceftil and unpopular speaker, the abundance of 
his mutter overflowing his eloctition : but the force 
of his reasoning has prevailed bott^ over his own de- 
fects and those of his audience. He speaks with a 
yltvength and perspicuity of argument that com* 
mands the admiration of an age a^t to he \s!tf^\^^ 
cheaply pleasedi Btxt hta 'V%xv\V.^ ^^xlt^^x. ^a5^Ss&^ 

VOL. XXiX. c c 
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itself oo the iemis it could aatisiy others ; nor wouid 
he thank any man fur hi$ approbatioD^ unless h( 
were conscious of deserving it. But he carries this 
delicacy still (arther, and has been at the idle lar 
hour ot making himself fame and honours by pur- 
suing a regular and steady plan* when art and elo- 
quence would have carried him to an equal height, 
and made those fear him, who now only love him — 
if a party can love a man whom they see is only 
connected with them by principles, not by pr^ 
judices. 

In another light one may discover another lit- 
tleness in his conduct: in the afiairs of his office* 
he is as minute and as full of application ^ if he 
were always to remain in the same post; and as 
exact and knowing as if he always had been in it. 
He is as attentive to the solicitation and interests of 
others in his provinpe, as if he were makipg their 
fortune, not his own ; and to the ffreat detriment of 
the ministry, had turned one of the best fine-cures 
under the government into on^ of the most labo- 
rious employments, at the same time imagining 
tliat the ease with which be executes it, will prevent 
a discovery of the innovation. He receives all of- 
ficers who address to him with as little pride as if 
he were secure of innate nobility ; yet this defect 
of illustrious birth is a blemish, which some of the 
l^reatest men have wanted to make them completely 
great : Tully had it ; had the happiness and glory of 
raising himself from a private condition ; but boast- 
ing of it, might as well have been noble : he 
degraded himself by usurping that prerogative of 
nobility, pride of what one can neither cause nor 
prevent. 

I «iy nothing of his integrit}-, because I know no* 
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thing of it^ but that it has never been breathed upon 
even by suspicion : it tvill be time enough to vindi- 
cate it, when it has been impeached. He is as well- 
lired as those who colour over timidity with gentle- 
ness of manners^ and as bravely sincere as those 
who take, or would have brutality taken for honesty; 
but though his greatest freedom is polite, his greatest 
condescension is dignified with spirit ; and he can 
no more court his enemies, than relax in kindness 
to his friends. Yet though he has more spirit thaa 
almost any man living, it is never looked upon ag 
flowing from his passions, by the intimate connec* 
tion that it always preserves with his understanding. 
Yet his passions are very strong : he loves play, wo- 
meh more, and one woman 'more than all. The 
amiableuess of his behaviour to her, «s only equalled 

by hers to him But as your Ladyship would not 

know a picture of this charming woman, whei^ 
drawn with all her proper graceful virtues ; and a« 
that engaging ignorance might lead jou even into an 
uncertainty about the portrait of the gentleman, I 
«ball lay down my pencil, and am. 

Madam, 

Your Ladyship's 

mo$t obedient 

humble servant f 

VANDYKE. 
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